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@lcl @Musicul @ays In yllamnaki.

By D. Savr.

” T one time T was a frequent
visitor to New Plymouth,
and althongh not a musical
performer, had opportunities
of mixing with musical people;
and there were few amateur
concerts which I did not
attend, and very few musical
people, either
professional, with, whom I was not ac-
quainted.  Unfortunately, my experiences
do not go back to the good old times of snch
musical lights as Mr. R. Parris and the Iate
Mr. Jobn Newland, No doubt a most
entertaining volume oonld be written about

amatear or

the music and muosieians of those days; and

it is a thonsand pities that the old settlers of
that generation are dying out without
making any rvecord of their experiences of
what is undoubtedly the most interesting
period of New Zealand's history.

The parent of the music of these latter
days, in New Plymouth, was undoubtedly
the late Mrs, 8. P. King. Mrs, King gave
lessons in music to so many people that one
can scarcely encounter a lady who has not
lived in New Plymouth for twenty-five years
who was not taught by her. Her execution
on the piano was brilliant, and she read well
at sight, added to which she really loved the
greab tone poeta and all their wovks. Mrs.
King was a native of Belfast, and was a
most determined Ivish  Home Ruler,” I
do not think she ‘ever performed in publie,
butail lovers of music who knew her enjoyed
listening to her conversation and heaving
her play in private; and althongh she was
of all women the least vain, she was locked

up to as quite an aracle, and in matters of
argument her opinion was generally regarded
as conclusive. Mrs. King rarely stirred
away from her house, and lived much alone,
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and yebt there was no movement of any
importance geing on in the world with the
details of which she was not familiar.

The first musical condnctor I remember
encountering in New Plymounth was the late
Mr. G. G. Richter. He was an able, though
eccentric, musician; butv his passion for
musical truth proved his rnin, for I have
heard of him refusing to give lessons to so



