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“Yes,” said he, *“I vemember those
stroets. I did not see that any especial
danger attached to the carrying of the
precions stones, for no one knew thab I had
them except the dealer from whom they
wero being returned, and T was wending my
way along leisurely encngh when, on turning
into @ side lane to shorten my journey, I
beard distinet sounds of a woman's voice
erying for help,

41 looked where jthe sounds seemed to
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me, and stooping down called to his mate to
just run through this lot to see if there was
any bluné about, L could only gaze at him
with eyes which nust have been fized in theiv
sockets,

“They were the most villainous-looking
pair that it is possible to coneeive: one, the
short one who spoke, and who was now
busily engaged i roughly searching my
poekets, was a stout, thick.set man with a
cagh in one eye, & brutal chin, a receding

IT WAS NOT A BADLY-ASSORTED SHIP'S PARIY.

come from, and following the direction,
presently opened a high gate and came into
o dirby courtyard ab the back of a most
forbidding tenement, ¥ had hardly glarced
around me when I was felled to the ground
by a blow on the back of the head, a blow
which seemed to have a strange benumbing
power, for I tried to raise my voice and could
not ubter a sound,

“1 could see perfectly what was going
on, hut my whole frame seemed paralysed,
and when the auther of the blow came before

forehead, and a hiad with such close-cropped
hair that it betokened recent residence
at Her Majestys Government’s expense,
The other was an oilier, more polite
and gentlemanly villain, and thad I
been capable, T wonld have shuddered
at the silky expressiveness of his voice,
Of course they presently came to the
diamonds.

“¢Hullo, Jerry, what about this? 1f I
don’t think that {hese sparklers ave worth a
trle— Gawd ’elp us, the young un’s



