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join them. On the frontpiece may be seen
King Mahuta and those members of his
Council who have been chosen to go to
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Wellington in support of the Bill, which
Mr. Henare Kaihualis holding in lis hand,
and which the Maoris now claim®as Mahuta’s
Bill. The Bill, which was drawn in 18%%
by Mr. John Bt Clair, Mabuta's solicitor,
and approved by the Crown Lmw Draftsman,
Dr. Fitehett, was}introduced last session by
the Premier, but was thrown out on second
reading on the motion of Mr. Lewis, M. HLR.
Tt provided that the Maoris, in all cases
where their lands were held under perfect
titles to not more than 20 natives, could,
unnder proper protection against fraud,
alienate their lands, In casesof land owned
by over 20 natives, they had the option of
subdividing the block, or the land could be
administered throngh a Council of Maoris
and Europeans appointed by the Governcr,
The principal amendments embodied by
Mahunta’s Counctl in the Bill, are in the
directioh of separating the Administrative
functions of the Council from the Judicial.
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The Loecal Council i8 to consist of one
Tnropean judge and two native associates.
Inmatters of law the decision of the Buropean
ia to owerrule that of the native assessors,
but in Maori customs, if the two Maori
members are nnanimous, they are to overrale
the judge, but if divided, the judge is to
have a casting vote. Instend of the present
cumbrows and expensive procedure of the
Native limnd Court, Native District or Hapu
Committees ave to be formed to investigate
and report to the Council, if no eaveat is
lodged against sueh report, the Council is
to mako an order thereon. There will also
be an Appellate Court consisting of the
Presidents of the District Councils and an
equal number of clectod Maori members,
who will hear appeals from the decisions of
the District Councils, and rogulate their
procedure ag nearly as possible to that of
the Supreme Couré of Appeal. Tustead of
the Native Land Court procedure, by which
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numbers of Maoris are kept in country towns
for months awaiting their cases boing callad,
the District Council will hear cases in which
caveats are lodged against the report of the



