July, 1900]

war party of Ngati-whatua, Ngapuhi and
other tribes on the south, that the Welling-
bon district was occupied by a tribe known
as Ngati-Ira, who had, nine generations
before that time, migrated from the Last
Coast, above Poverty Bay, and as they
betame powerful, gradually acquired move
teritory until they occupied sl lands
between Cape Palliser and Pukerua, near
Pae-Kakariki. Ngati-Kararu, & division of
this tribe, were living at Porirua under the
fanous chief To Whanake and his equally
famons wife, Tamai-rangi, at the time of the
Tuwhare raid. Ngati-Ira had several forti.
fied settlements, as Maupuin and Orua-
il at Miramar, Ngutuihe at Puke-atua, near
Waiwhetu, Korohiwa, opposite Mana Tsland,
ou which island (known as Makaro 1o the
Maori} are alse to be seen old defences.

These people must have been fairly
numerous, inasmuch as an old tribal saying
runs thus: “ Ko tini o te pekeha ki te moana,
ko Ngati Tra ki wta”—that is “The multi-
tude of the pekeka on the ocean is like unto
the numbers of Ngati-Tra on land.” The
kel in a small sea bird which is seen
in large flocks.

Nores,

L Puwhara: A patform onm high posts, a stage
erected within a pe near the palisades, and
on which fighting men stood, wrmed with
long spears, stones, etc., in ovder to repel
attaek.

% Kotuku : The white crane. These hirds were
nunmerous at Porj-rus Harbour in pre-pakeha
days. The feathors thaveof wera mach prized
by natives, They soon disappeared after the
arvival and settloment of whalers, I saw one
in the Eenepuru Stream sbout thirty-six
Fears ago.

3. No pa at Porirua. At that time the Pa-o-Kapo
at Titehi was oceupied, and probably snother
on the coast a little further south, but of
which I forget the name. The war party,
howaver, probably came by laud, down the
coast, thus the above forts would very likely
not be seen by them. It was during Te
Rau-purahe’s second raid that Takanse snd
Tuugia took the Wai-mapihi po nt Pukeruu.
+Old Ngahuka, of Pukerus, iz u son of
Tungia.
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S0 we rose to avenge our comrades who
had been shain by the people of the land.
Ngapuhi marched by Hercetaunga  (the
Hutt) and vound the coast to the mouth of
the River of Wai-rnrapa, where wo mado
mokt (flax stalks or dry raupo tied into
bundles, the huoyancey of which cnables o
person to bestride it and cross a wide river
therean ), and there were fifty of us, twico
told, who paddled across the river on thoso
moli in order to attack the pa on the eastorn
side of the river mouth. But the fif .
twice told, were defeated and driven off, and
retired in confusion. Many wore killed,
and their bodies wore oaten by the peoplo
of that pe. Onc of our chiefs way also
severoly wounded in the breast by & spear
thrust, and afterwards died. We heard of
others of our people having been killeel, that
18 of our people who had campod at Te
Aro. For that party had eaptured eanoos
from our cuemies, wod had crossed the
Whanga-nui-a-Tara and landed newr the
moukh of the Wai-rarapn, and were roaming
over the land fighting the men of Kahu.
ngumu.

Wo, who had lost men, decided to plirsue
the enemy, who had left their peand gone
up the valley of Waivwapa.,  So wo crossed
the Wai-o-loty River on our moki, and
pursued them. For threo nights* did wo
follow them. Then we came up to thom,
and we fought and conquered them, slaying
many and taking many prisoners, Then wo
returned to where our dead chief lay (the
one who had beea speared), and thero we
slew those prisouers woe had taken to serve
as food for the mourners for our chief.
When we had performed the usus) rites
over the dead chief we then cut off his head,
The body was buried, but the hesd we
preserved in accordance with onr ancient
custoins, that we might carry it back to our
home in the far north land, there to be
greeted and mourned over, after the custom
of the Maori.  But while we were ongagod
in preserving and drying the head, and

*The Muori reckons time-by. nights, not by
daye, ‘



