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Dr, Martineau, who has been called the
great master of ethics, is far from holding
that true Christianity cannot tolerate the
necessity of war under certain conditicns in
the affairs of nations. Writing on the snb-
jeot of the © Kthics of Christendom ™ Dr.
Martineay has said: *“The reverence for
hnrman life is carried to an immoral idolatey
when it is held more sacred than justice and
right, andwhen the spectacle of blood becomes
more howible than the sight of desclating
tyrannies and tricmphant hypocrigies.”  He
recognises that a reign of law and crder
cannot exist in this present world without a
basis of force to uphold it.  * A religion,” he
teaches, ® which does not include the whole
moral law ; a moral law which does not
embrace all the problems of a commonwealth ;
a commonwealth which regards the life of
man mor than the equities of God, appear
to be wifaithful to their functions, and
nnworthy interpreters of the divine scheme
of the world.” The only Peace that can, or
that ought to last, is a Peace wedded to
perfect righteousness. Then might the linrth
realise the beautifal image of the psalmist,

- “Merey and Troth are met together;
Righteomsness and Peace have kissed cach
other.”

We camiot donbt that a war which calls
forsubstantial setf-sacrifice fromacommunity,
which stimulates physical and mental energy,
and steels men to endure personal hardship,
perils by sea and land, and cven death itself
with ealm fortitnde, acts as a powerful and
salutary moral tonic to a nation. [If it sinks
under the trial from feebleness of purpose, a
morbid horrer of physical pain, or a grovel-
ling loveof money making, that nation has
stamped itself eraven, and is doomed to
ultimate extinction. If there are horrors of
War, are there not also horvors of Peace ?—
mean, cruwling horrors of treachery, lechery,
cheating and lies; sleek and smug villains
rolling in cerriages paid for with the blood
of tears, and unspeakable agonies and
degradations of the poor; a sycophautic and
lick-spittle generation, amougst which a big
bank balince is accepted as the most con-
vincing proof of private and public worth,
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and the ouly swindlor whe is condemuncd ig
the one whose ill-gotten gains slip through
his fingors, and who thos fails to secure
power and peif by his lying and fraud;
sickening social hypoerisies and convoutional
shams, by means of which * Society " con-
trives to shield her votavies, while hohind
her shameless skirts thoy revel in sensual
iniquities, ov fricter away God-given lives in
fatwous inanitics—buman flics that “ sting
and sing, and weave their potty cells and die,”
When we roflect on these aceompanimonts
of Peace withuat righteousuess, we can
sympathise with the poet's outhurst when ho
ories :
* I witke Lo the higher nius
Of a land that has lost for a little hor lust of gohl,
And love of & peace that wus full of wrongs wnd
shamues,
Horrible, hateful, monstrous, zol to ho told;
Andhuil encomore tothe bunnerof battle wnrollwl !
Though wmany a light shull darken, nnd many sh ]
weep
For those that wre crushed in the elash of jurring
claims.
Yot God’s jnst wreath shall bo wrenked on o g
liar,
And many a darkness into the light shall leap,
Ard shinc in the sudden making of splondid nues,
And neble thonglt be fredr under the gun,
And the heart of & people heat with one dosire.”

Let us then gird up our lving nnd fight the
good fight of faith in truth and justiee unti
we make frecdom to flourish and right to
prevail mightily upon the carth, in spito of
slandor, envy, and the veuomous haty of those
with whom we cun have no part, whogo
tyrannies and pross outrages upon human
Jastice cry aloud to Heaven for expiation,
No “red fool-fury of the Sciue™ is in our
bieod, but the calm indomitable will to dq
the world's work that God has pluced in onp
hands, and woo be to them that impede
Britannia's path as she marches to the fulfil.
ment of her destiny | We shall not be turned
from eur purpuse by the gibes and threats of
enemies who hate to witness the stondy
growth of the Power which oue day will be
strong cnough to cnforce the mighty Pas
Britannicum uuder whose shicld the nationy
will learn to revercnce and rejoice in the
frecdom born of the anion of law and ordep



