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his hand to his head, and then awept it from
him with the expressive gesture of one who
sweeps away a noxious insect.

Then in a moment it fdashed on me that he
had been drinking, and [1esolved to give the
head ateward a word of warning. My interest
faded. Such cases were only too common,
they weariod me. I ostentatiously returned
to my work, hoping that he would take the
hint and go. But he appeared to be interested,
and beat towards me. [ showed him the
ship’s course, and explained a few trifling
matters. Snddenly he straightened himsalf
and drew back.
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I wished he would go away and leave me
to my work, but he did not bodge. I was
getting tived of him, and expressed as much

in my manoer.  He got up and moved rest-

lessly up and down the limits of the narvow

room. Suddenly he burst forth:

“T think I ought to tell you.”

 Tell away, then.”

“I's not easy. No, it's not easy, and yon
show so little interest ! "

His tone had changed again, and was now
full of an indeseribable pathos which effected
me straugely, though in my own mind I
declared that he had enly got iuto the maudlin

“YOUHE SHIP

“ What does ail that matber P he said.
* Follew what conrse you like, it will all
come to the same. This ship is doomed,
doomed ! "

“TIndeed 1

“Yes, we're all doomed! You, I, the
whole world! Why should thisship escape?”’

Cortainly it was a bad case.  We shonld
have to keep an oye upon him $ill we got to
Sydney., Wo had just left Wellington, and
had a clear vun of four days Lefore us, aud
as we should touch at no other port during
that time, we must make the best of our bad
bargnin, and keep him as short of liquor as
we could,
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and seutimental stage, and that & denche of
cold water would be the best remedy.

“ Captain,”
attending !

he broke out, *you're not
You think I'm drank !
“ I think you bave been dvinking.”
“ 1 wish it was so, [ wish it was vothing
But no! That's not it!
—F am mad "

If the proverbial thunderbolt had falien
between

WOrse. T #m mad!

ug I eonld wot have lieen more
startled. I have had sume strange experiences
in my life. That was one of the strangest.
I have stood at the edge of the grave,
and looked nto it unmoved. I was, perhaps,

never nearer to it than at that moment,



