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A NEW ZEALAND INVENTION.

—————
The Story of the New Zeoland Stage System, and the Hungavian ddoption of It
By Samvm. VaLe

No. IL

Fe NI of the things that strikes me with

A wonder is the very small amonnt of
adblention paid by our gevoruing
men, and the general public, to tho
vast importanee of fhe rond. The
road absolately goverus onr social and
commercial conditions, and these conditions

will be happy and prosperous, or miserable
and depressed, very much as the road is good
and well managed, or otherwise. Without
voads (I, of eouvse, am using the word in its
widest sense) nothing, absolutely nothing,
can be done.  There can be no advance, no
production, no social intereourse, no civilisa-
tion, And yet what litfle attention we pay
to this great mattor.

We have now been inthis country for over
sixty years, and stiil we are without any
proper overland communication between its
two chief cities, Aucklind and Wellington,
asindeed also with Napior and New Plywouth.
"This fact shows how little the great question
of roads has occupied the public mind,

War time brings vividly before us the
great value of the road, and should we be
involved in war, we shall have to pay for our
negiect of it. What support, in such an
event, could Hawlke's Bay, Taranali, or
Wellington get from Auskland under existing
circumstances ?

Railroads are our best form of roads, they
are now our great highways, and to reform
thelr administration, to reduce the present
chaotic mass of charges and vegulations to
something like order, to greatly reduce the
charges made, to render these highways
available in every disirict, and by every
individual, was the task I set myself in
1882, Probably it is well, that we do not
always know all that owr work menus, at the
time we enter upon it.

When once the Stage System was before
the New Zealand public it commanded a very
lurge share of attention. The Press, with its
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naual liberality, from one end of tho colony
to the othor, doveted eonsiderable space to
its discussion. It svon atlracted the atlention
of our Parliament, and in July 1883, the
Hon. 4. A. Tole asled the Minister for Pablic
Works if he was prepared to give 1t a tGrial,
He replied in the negasive.  This was the
first oceasion on which the Stage System

was mentioned in Pavliament. 1o overy
subscegnent session ib ltas communded moro
or less attention, and las several timey
divided the lHlousc.

Unfortanately, from the very fivst our chiof
railway oflicials took up a hostile attitude
towards the new system, and still more
unfortunately, in spite of the unanswerable
evidence in its favour, they still maintain it
Why is it that professional mon, almost
invariably reject and resout mny sugrgested
improvement that comes to them from out-
sido ¥

vavely, if ever, come from within, but almost

They might remember thit reforms

invariably from without,

One of my great aims was to simplify
railway charges and classification, and aftor
the continuous stady of seventecr years, 1
still say that there ts not the slightest need
for the multiplicity of charges, and the
terrible confusion that now provails.

Wheun I took this matter in hand we had
1,333 miles of railway, and to work them, it
was thonght neeessary to have o systom of
charges thab took forty-two pages of closely
printed foolsenp to deseribe, there wore fifteen
differont classes of merchandise, soventeen
parcels rates, special rates, etc., and to inter
preb this mass of confusion there were suven
hundred and sixty alphabetical references.

What is the number of rates in existence
on our railways at the present time, I do not
know, I have long sinee given up trylug to
follow them; suflice it to say that the con-
fusion grows wmore confounded every year
1t must not be thought that this complexity
is in anyway necessury, it is part and paveel '



