
At a time when wireless telegraphy is
interesting scientists and puzzling the less-
learned portion of humanity, Mr. J. J.
Fahie's Histor// of Wireless Telegraphy,
published by Messrs. Hlackwood,is issued at
an appropriate moment. It will bestartling
news to the majority of readers to discover
that the idea of wireless telegraphy is as
nearly ancienthistory as is the system of the
electric telegraph. The famous electrician,
Professor D. K. Hughes— whose death has
been announced sinceMr. Kahie's book came
from the press— wrote a letter to the author
telling of some experiments he made over
twenty years ago. He then succeeded in
transmittingelectric signals withoutconnect-
ing wires up to a distance of five hundred
yards. The Professor avowed the results
achieved to bo clue to actual aerial electric
waves, which were undiscovered up to thai
time; but Sir George Stokes, who was one
of thescientific witnessesof the tests,believed
that they could be accounted for by known
electro-magnetic inductioneffects. Professor
Hughes was so disappointed at his failure to
make Sir George Stokes believe, that he
determined tosaynothingabouthis discovery
until he could give a perfect scientilic
demonstration of the existence of aerial
electric waves, 'ihe eminent Hertz, made
public the result of his experiments about
1888,and then Professor Hughes thought it
was too late to say anything about his own

trials. What Hughes indicated, and Hertz
improved upon, Marconi hasperfected; yet it
is practically certain thatifSir GeorgeStokes
had not throwncold wateron theaerial wave
theory, the honour ofbeing the discoverer of
wireless telegraphy would have rested with
the late Professor DavidEdward Hughes.

Mr. Harold Gorst, son of Sir John Gorst,
is about toadd to his literary laurelsby the
publication of a Life ofLord Bcacomficid.
The work will be produced by Messrs.
Blackie and Co., and will forma volume of
the "Victorian Era Series," publishedby the
well-known Edinburgh and London firm.
Mr. Gorst will forestallLord Rowton, whose

ciut.liori.sod life of tlio famous statesman,
politician and novelist, is v long time in
making its appearance. Of courseMr.Gorst
is tooyoung a man to bo able to write from
a personal knowledge of Lord Hoaconsliold,
and, therefore, his book must porforco bo
somewhat lacking in interest. But he wields
a,brilliant pen, and as he will have had the
advantage of his father's reminiscences of
the great Tory leader, the work is certain of
appreciation. Mr. Gorst, who is one of the
editors of a new weekly review, is also
engagedupona bookdealingwith England's
interest in China.

Thk incorporated Society of Authors has
inaugurated a scheme which is meeting wil.li
ranch attention and consideration from
authors .'it Home. The proposal is to raise
a sum of money which shall be used in the
payment of pensions, and thus do awuy witli
the system of donations followed by the
Society previously. The, pensions arc not to
be less than C3O or more than £100 per
annum, and they are not to be awarded to
anyone! who is under the ageof sixty. They
will be given for life, but in certain circum-
stances may be discontinuedif theCommittee
of the Society should consider such a course
desirable. Of the money raised for this
pension scheme two-thirds will be added to
the capital of the pension fund, while the
remainder may be devoted to the payment of
pensions, or may be used in the purchase of
annuities to provide for the pensionsgranted.
Some well-known writers have expressed
themselves in favour of the scheme, and
amongst those who have already sent in
subscriptions are Mr. Anthony Hope, who
lias given £200, andMessrs.GeorgeMeredith,
J. M. Barrio, Rudyard Kipling, Gilbert
Parker, Douglas FreshHold and Sir Walter
Bosant, whohave eachdonated £100. Then
a largenumber of literary menhavepromised
annual subscriptions to the fund, ho there is
no doubt that the object meets with general
approval. The cordial response made by
successful authors shows the " fellow feeling
which makes us wondrous kind."

April, 1900] ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE 557


