March, 1900]

children asleep in all directions, like the
beasts of the field.”

From Matauri they went to the Bay of
Islands, near to the entrance of which
Ruoatara lived, He had done everything in
his power te do honour to the oceasion, and
did his ntmost to retarn the kindness he had
received from Mr, Marsden when in Syduey.

Mr. Marsden further remarks: “On Sun-
day morning, when ¥ wason deck, 1 saw the
knglish flag flying, which was a pleasing
sight in New Zealand. { considered that it
was the signal and dawn of civilisation,
liberty and religion, in that dark and be-
nighted land. | never viewed the British
colours with more gratifieation, and T
flattered myself that they wonld never be
removed till the natives of the islands en-
joyed the happiness of British subjects.”

Ruatara crected a pulpit made out of an
old canoe in the centre of an enclosed space,
and covered it with a cloth given him in
Sydney. He formed seats for the Buropeans
in a similar way, Then, having made all
his arrangements, he and his two com-
panions, dressed in regimentals given them
by the Governor, with swords by their sides
and switches in their hands, marshalled their
people on either side of Mr, Marsden, wheo
there on Christmas Day, 1814, preached to
the assembled natives, taking as bis text,
“Behold, I bring you glad tidings of great
oy

Mr. Marsden stayed till the cend of
Febraary, to see the Mission people properly
settled, and then returned to Sydmey. Ouo
the 26th of July, 1819, Mr. Marsden again
returned to New Zealand. He took with
him several fresh hands to strengthen the
work there. He located them all at {he
Kerikeri, After settling the mission to the
best of his power, he returned to Sydney.
At the request of the Governor, he returned
again to New Zealand in H.M.S. “ Coro-
mandel,” February 20th, 1820. He landed
at Coromandel, and, nnder the goidance of
a chief, Tamovangi, he took what was then a
most wonderful journey overland to the Bay
of Islands, In several parts they were in
open war, and the chief afterwards often ex-
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pressed his astouishment that ho had over
dared to undertake such o journey.

When My, Marsden veached the Korikon,
his clothes wore in rags, covered with mnd
and rved ochre, fram his near countact with
the natives, whe were then  constantly
smeared with it and shark oil; aund with an
old dirty night-cap ou his hend, ho made his
appearance before tho astonishod mission-
aries. e arrivedat n most sonsonablo tine,
for they were on the point of breaking up
the Mission, and leaving in tho * Drome-
dary,” which was then in the Bay, Dis-
couraged by the apposition of the untives,
and the horrid scenes they witnessed, they
despaived of sncoess. Mr. Marsden's pre-
senco revived tho conragoe of the missionarios,
and they decided to romain,

In 1823 he left Sydnoy on his fourth visit
to New Zealand. He found the mission
prospering, schools establislied, his opinton
of the importanee of which is scen in hig
report: “ The true fonndation must bo laid
in the education of the rising gencration.”
It was during this visit that the Paibin
station was formed, and the brothers M. and
W. Williams located there,

In £826, the vews reached Mr. Marsdon
that the Mission was again on tho point of
being given up. e lost no time in visiting
New Zealand, and soon suceeeded in vestor-
ing confidence in o missionories,

It was in February, 1830, that he paid his
sixth visit, and was mueh gratified af the
flourishing state of the schools.  Tho natives
were quite enthuaiwstic in their recoption of
him. e was welcomed with songs and
dancing, and fiving of guns. On one ocen-
sien more than fwo thousand armed moen
were presont. 1o was surrounded by
hundreds as he weut from place to place.

Maraden'’s seventh, and last, visit was
made in February, 1837, He was then in
his seventy-gecond year. Heo had tho satis.
faction of seeing tho Mission ina flourishing
condition. Many new stations had been
lately opened, and the natives were becoming
converts by thousands, and rapidly giving
up their intertribal wars, cannibalism, and
uther savage custums.



