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Frupnric Vienimrs, whose first despatches
from the Transvaal appear in this number of
Tur New Zranawp [LnostraTED MacazINg,
is a charming fellow when you know him
thoroughly. Meeting him for the first time
one would not be favourably impressed by
his air of hauteur. Really this is & veneor
caused by a nervous shyness. Below that
thin and vather icy surface are all the
qualities that make the man. CGrood humour,
courage, sympathy, wit, steadfastness, and a
love of natore he has n plenty. As a
raconfeur he excels, for his travels on land
and over seas have provided bim with a
wealth of anecdote, and he has the natural
ability to tell a story well. Frederic Villiers
was born in London in 1852, T think his
first experience as a war artist was 1n 1876,
when he went to Servia for the Gruphic.
From then $ill now he has had a busy life in
foreign countrvies. He was with the Russians
in Tarkey in 1877, and watchod the battles
of Saitschar, Alexinatz and Mount Yavor,
and was present at the Passage of the Danube,
the fighting at Biela, was with that idol of
" the Russian soldier, General Skobeloff, at
Plevna, and shared in the lhorrors and the
perils of the Shipka Pass, Next year he was
in Afghanistan, and depicted the fighting at
Gadamuck and the Bazaar Valley, Tn 1882
he saw the Bombardment of Alexandria.
He was on board the tiny gunboat Condor,
whose commander, Lord Charles Beresford,
spiritedly cannonaded Fort Marabout, and
caused the Admiral, Sir Beauchamp Seymour,
to hoist that memorable sighal—* Well done,
Condor!” He was present at the fighting
at Bl Magfar, witnessed that magnificent
cavalry charge in the moonlight at Kassassin,
and took part in that silent night mavch,
and suzbsequent crowning victory over Arabi
Pasha 8t Tel-el-Kebir. In tho following
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year he wus specially invited by the Tsar,
Alexander 111, to be present ut his Coronntion
in Moscow. In 1884 he went to the Eastern
Soudan, and, with General Graham’s stalf,
saw the battles of KBl Teb and Trmai.  In
the same year ho went with Admiral Siv
William Hewitt on the special mission to
King John of Abyssinia, and afterwurds
went up the Nile, In 1888 ¥rederie Villiers
was with General Sir Herbert Stowart’s
Desert Column, sww *¢ Puzzy Wazzy ' break
the British square aé Abn Klea, and gazed
upon the fanatical valour of the Soudanese
at Gubat., In 1886, attached to the Servian
Army invading Bulgaris, he was present at
the battle of Pirot, and saw all the severe
fighting in the Nishava Valley. His next
trip was to Burma; this was followed by u
journey across Canada, a long lectuving tour,
and a visit to the Chicago Exhibition. In
1894 he was with the Japenose Army, and
took part in the battle of Ping Yang, the
capture of Port Arthur and other vietories.
In 1835 he was lecturing, and {n 1896 again
in Moscow o witness of the Coronation of
Nicholas II. This led to anothor locturing
toar, brought to aconclusion when Kitchenor's
Khavtoum Expedition sot out apon its
journey. And now [rederic Villiors is in
Sonth Afriea, and our readers will have Lhe
benetit of his letters, graphically describing
the stirring events which have ocenrred, and
have still to happen before Lord Hoberts
puts his hand upon Pretovia,
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Mg, T, Mariox Crawrorp’s latest work, Fie
Cructs, published by Macmillan and Co., is o
romance of the period of the S8econd Crusade.
Some historieal personages ave ponrtrayed
with the anthor's usnal skilful and fanciful
touch. The deseriptions of the pageantry of



