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in entering the defences. Dut as they When, many years ago, a strong band of
cronched by a deserted fire, they were heard  Waikato warriors abtacked Ope-riki, they
whispering among themselves by a woman came down the viver in canoces, and invested
of the pa, and the garrison was alarmed. the pe. The siege lasted many months, but
That was the end of that war party. the Pa-moana people had an abundance of

[—

4
H
!

-
i
4
i
|
1

WHANGANUL RIVER.

food in the fort,and
ensily drew from the
river the water re-
guired by the gar-
rison,

The enemy con-
strocted a huge rang?
large enough to con-
tain forty men. It
was a singular stroc-
ture, eomposed of a
wooden frame so
closely wattled or
interlaced with the
tough karezo cresper,
as  fu  prevent a
spear heing throst
through. When this
strange object was
finished, forty daring
men, armed ouly
with wooden spades,
entered therein, and
lifting the light but
strong  shield, ad-
vanced on the pe.
On  reaching  the
earthen walls, they
set the rangé firmly
against it, and com-
menced to under-
mine the walls by
digging, supported
by their comrades.
The besieged, how-
ever, produced loug
poles, which they
placed in a shuting
position agaiust the
palisades of the de-
fences, so that
the ends pro-
jected outside and
over the rangi. Se-
curing these poles,



