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Rauparaha’s South Island Raids

(CHPTURE AND RE-GAPRURE OF FUWEURHU PH).

By R. O,
66 ATAURA,” an open column
corespondent  in  the Olago

Daily Times, September 12th,
puts certain pertinent questions regarvding
the above, and invites further information
on the subject. By way of credential,
permit me to say, I was many yoears
employed  as amanuensis to an  ex-native
minister, and in that eapacity recorded a
lavge amonnt of Native Land Court evidence,
and other 1nquiry dealing, with the early
listory of the tribes.
invasion effected no permanent change in
the vested rights of parbies, it was so closely
allied thereto that the enterprise had, from
beginning te end, to be carcfully siffed,
Probably, you will consider this gives me a

Although the Southern

right o ctaim acoaracy for the version now
rendered, and in giving it, | will confine
myself as closely as may be to evidence
eliciterd as above,

Central figure in the engagement was one
Te Puahi, nephew of Te Rauparalia. The
point is not elearly established, but the weight
of evidence tends to show that Te Panhi
was the son of Te Pehi, treacherously slain by
the Nga-tabn at Kaiapoi. The latter was
Te Reuparaha’s trusted counsellor, and we
may fitly conctude, the sen inherited s fair
share of the mental ealibre which advanced
his sire in the estimation of this noted
chici. That may, to some extent, account
for a migsion, demanding bravery and
addross, being entrusted to him.

Although historically named the Southern
invasion, it would be more apt to limit the
appellative to that of an important branch
thereof. Te Ranparahn had made more
thar one invond from Kapiti, his island
home in the North, and bad learned enongh
to convince him that an invasion of the
South, conducted on these lines, wonld he
long and tedious, if not interminable. To
shorten the process, and bring it within

Canriex.

mensnrable distance, strategy was rvesorted
to, and the Pnaln expedition dovised, A
force planted in the oxtremo South, co-
operating with Te Rauparaha himself from
the North, wonld place the invaded tribos
between two fres, and in that way thoy
More-
over, the step in itself was bold and daring

would be more veadily consnmed.

enough to strike terror into the minds of the
Sontherners, and lend them to beliove the
[n that
respect the Maori mind is singnlarly com-
plex.

deerees of fate were against thom.

To sach an oxtont i he the vietim of
ciremmstances that, onee he makes np lis
mind the fates are antagonistic, he gives
Limself ovoer to despair, nay, oven to death,
Aceordingly Te Pachi, fu command of u doue,
or fighting foree, numbering seventy chuson
men, crossed Cook Straits for the Sonth,
procecding  thence by way of the Wt
Coast.  They wero accompanied by five of
woemen, [t 1s worthy of note-—Paturan, one
of the women, was the last survivor of the
expedition.  She died at Tumukt (Tomuka),
Canterbuary, in 1862,

Between Ngatiton, to which Te Ruwpuraba
belenged, and Dgali - wai- rangi, then a
namerous tribe inhabiting the West Const,
relations existed.  The latter
teafficked largely with their neighbours in
that valuable  commadity,

commergial

the  pounamu
It was to information sup-
plied by Ngati-wui-rangi, Te Rauparaha was
indebted for the kuowledge of a through
pass, leading from the West to the BEast
Coasts, and it was on their guidance
Te Pauhi depended for finding the way.
Their headguarters were the mouth of the
Hoki-tika, so that this renowned locality
has honourable traditions, ancient as well ag
modere. :

Arriving there, To Panhi unfolded :his
designs to the West Coast natives. - Con-
trary to expectation, Ngati-wai-rangi: did

greenstone),



