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tested right up to the finish, and as the New
Yonth Welshmen were the favourites, ib was
a great trinmph for the New Zealandevs, who
were all in good form and condition, to win
the lirst Intereolonial match by the handsome
margin of 18 sets to 10, and New South Wales
havingdefeated both Victoriaand Queensland,
New Zealand’s title to the Intercolonial
Championship of 1896 was undoubted.
While in Sydney I had the pleasure of
meeting 8. F. Diddams, an old Auckland boy,
who has done very well at lawn tennis over
the other side. Diddams, who represented
Victoria at this Tournament, is a good single
nlayer, without being of quite first class rank,
but in doables his skill is nnguestioned., In
company with Dunlop he has represented
Vicloria on many occasious, almost always
with suceess, and this pair has just succeeded
i winning the Doubles Championship of
Victoria in three consecntive years, whicl is
i record for that colony,  If Diddams has u
fanlt, it is that he occasionally ** poaches ™
shots that might fairly be considered his
putners. It is a pity that [diddams was
nduced to leave this ecolony, as a performer
ofhis ealibre would have greatly strengthencd
the ranks of New Zealand players.

Wo learnt many useful wrinkles in style
mul methoeds of play, both in singles and
doubles, while in Sydney, but unfortunately
space will nob permit me to discuss them.

[s my opinion the Championship Meeting
at Nelson, in 1896, was the finest that has
ever hoen held in the colony.  The “ Brook”
courts were absolutely perfect, while the
appeintments and  arrangements for the
visilors wete excellent. In a small town
like Nelson the players live closer together,
aud there is, therefore, more opportunity of
disenssing tactics, and fighting old battles
again, and this feature Js an important factor
in the enjoyment of a tournament. There
are, of course, corresponding drawhacks such
as the lndicrous efforts at reporting, and
while speaking of this, I really must quote

"some tit-bits from the account of the final of
the Doubles which appeared in a Nelson
paper. The paragraph runs as follows:
“Both couples appeared very fif, and the
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mateh resolved itself into an Inter-provincial
contest, Wellington 2. Canterbury, In the
first set tho Wellington pair led off strongly
with 52, the two games to Canterbury
being the result of long reaching (sicl) by
Styche and gffective sweeping eorner refurns
by Cox. Parker led off in the second sot,
beating Cox with a fast serve and puzeling
Styche with a biy break ! He and Goro goon
won the first game, Styche winning the
seoond game of this set chiefly owing to some
The fourth gamo
st some firney ael eork between  Parker

logse, fost play by CGore,

DIDTIAME,
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and Styche, whilst Gore and Cox condenled
themselves with (oh, shade of Renshaw !}
back pley at the toneh fine 1T

‘Po comment opon this  produciion iy
WUICCERSRLY,
one to notice the cnrious jumble of horse
rucing, ericket, foothall and lawn tenuis ()
the reporter has cvolved, while to a lawn
teuuis player its unconscions humour is
delicious,

All the best players in the colony were
present, and took part in the Singles, with
the exception of Colling, who unfortunately
sprained his ankle in practice, and had to

It wounld be amusing to any-



