
teachingof theelements of PoliticalEconomy
in Standard VI.; in fact, "great stress is
laid on the elementary knowledge of social
economy," but this emphatic instruction is
treated with supreme indifference by our
teachers, if the ignorance of the pupils is to
beregarded as a criterion. In all parts of
theColony the boy who haspassed Standard
VI.knows no more about the fundamental
principles of Political Economy thanhe does
about the teachings of the Stoic philosophy.
Yet this subject can be intelligently taught,
and in our colonj there is a wealth of
material for illustrating the principles of the
science and exercising tne judgment of the
pupil. It is essential thatPolitical Economy
should be efficiently taught, for one of the
paramount aims of education is to prepare
the pupil for his duties as a citizen,and he
willneverdischargehiscivicdutiesefficiently
unless he has that basis of knowledge which
will enable him to discriminate between
sound economic wisdom and the clap-trap
which toooften usurps thenameof "Political
Address." Teach the elementary principles
of Political Economy, and you sound the
death knell of the blatant agitator, for he
cannot exist amongan enlightenedpeople.
Ido not propose to deal at any length

with the teaching of elementary science,
reserving it for a subsequent paper on
Technical Education. Object lessons go
hand in hand with lessons on elementary
science,andshouldindeed formthe foundation
on which to base its subsequent teaching.
The framers of our syllabus recognise the
importance of this connection, for they tell
us that "the object lessons and lessons on
naturalhistory,manufacturers, and common
things in Standards 1., 11. and 111., are
intended as anintroduction to the elementary
science lessons for the higher standards."
Yet the selection of the object lessons is left
entirely inthehandsof theteacher of the class,
who chooses his subjects indiscriminately,
without any reference to the department of
science that is being taught in Standards
IV., V.and VI. The courseof object lessons
in the lower standards should bo adapted to
thebranch of science that is being studied

in the higher standards. If, for example,
agricultural science is to be taught in tho
higher standards, the object lessons in the
lower standards should be on the various
plants and products of the field and garden,
and on the parts of a plant— atom, leaves,
roots, etc.

The courseof science, too, should be suitod
to the nature of the district; that is, lessons
bearing on agriculture should be given in
agricultural districts, and in industrial
centres, lessons bearing on the arts and
manufactures. In the English codo thcro
are eleven courses of object lessons from
which the teacher can choose, and, if none
of these is found suitable, he is allowed to
frame a course andsubmit it to the inspector
for approval. Those responsible for our
New Zealandsyllabus should prepare similar
courses of object lessons, and see that tho
proper connection betweenobject lessons and
science is maintained.

There isconsiderable dangerof the teaching
of geography, a most interesting subject,
degeneratingintounmixedcram. It isbegun
in Standard 11.., where there is no provision
for thestudy ofwhat isoftencalled homology.
In geography, as in almostevery subject, tho
educator should proceed from the known to
the unknown, and the earliest geographical
work in our schools should deal with
observation and planning of the schoolroom,
the school, the schoolpremises, the surround-
ing streets, the quarter, the city or township
or district, thus proceeding by methodical
steps to the map and study of the provinco,
the island and the colony. By noting tho
chief characteristics of the people of tho
surrounding districts, of their manufactures
and industi'ies, and the influence climato or
positionhas on these, children can be taught
atanearlystage tosee the intimate connection
between evenremotecausesandeffects. The
work prescribed for Standard 111. cannot bo
properly assimilated by tho pupil; it is a
mere catalogue of names having no value,
educative or practical. Tho natural work
for this standard is a developmentof that I
have planned for Standard II.— tho thorough
study of the geographical features of tho
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