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FRANCE,

On the 11th September the Court Martial
in Rennes pronounced Dreyfus  guilty with
extennating eivcumstances '—whatever that
may mean. To the ordinary person it
appears that Dreyfus must be either guilty,
or not gailty, ‘of one of the most heinous
crimes of which a soldier can be accused,
in neither of which sases could extenuating
civcumstances play any part. The decision
was, it 18 said, veceived quietly in France,
Otherwise, however, with the vast bnlk of
civilised nations, who have not failed to
voice their indignation at the actions of the
Generals of the Mrench Army, to whose
arbitrament; this matter has now been twice
submitted. The “honour of the army”
must indeed be in & parlous state when sach
A perversion of justice is required to guard
it. Surely the effect of the actions .of
Jounust and his confréres must be merely
to— :

Skin and film the uleerous place,

Whiles runk corsuption, mining all within,

Infects unseen.
But the “ chose jugde " is still not a thing
of the past. The civitised world stands
aghast ab the tragic farce which has been
emacted in  France. © Zola, Labori and
Demange are no longer the only champions
of the suffering Jewish Captain.  The
i"rgnch fleg has been burnt in Annap?s]is,
the naval school of America, and from all
l'[u.art-ers-m-e lieard expressions of sympathy
with Dreyfus and his loyal “wife. Not
unimportant, also, ave the threats to boy-
ott the Exposition of 1900, That the
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contempt with which the tinding of the
biassed Court Markial Ims been goucrally
received was weoll fonnded, is shown by the
fact that as this is written the news comes
that Dreyfns has been “ pardoned.”  For
what # A erime he did not commit!  Kven
so! In Prance evidently onc must be thank-
ful for small mercics.
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THE TRANSVAAL.

There seems to be but little doubt that
British soldiers will once more he pitted
against the Boors, who will this time be
aided by their kingmen of the Ovange Free
State. Tho reply of the Transvanl Govern-
ment to Mr. Chamberlain’s despateh is
'geilei':tlly admitted to De! neacticully, a
‘vejection of the demaunds of Great Britain
on behelf of the Uitlanders—a rejection to
which it would be impossible tor the
Imperial Grovernment to submit. Tt cinnot
be said that the Boers have been hurricd
into this conflict. Lvery concession con-
sistent with the undoubted rvights of the
Ultlanders las been made, and it will bo
only duc to the egotistical stupidity of the
Boors if the Transvaal is absolutely annexed,
Biven Mr, Johm Morley and Mr, Courtacy,
who tannot be said to be Tmperialists, urgo
the Boers to accept the five years’ franchise
without dubious terms, There is no doubt
that the Afrvikander party ave in ne small
measure responsible for the present position,
and it is to be hoped that Mr. Schrciner
will soon learn in o practicsl way that
disloyalty to the Kmpire is not an adinirable
quality in a Colonial Premier.



