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Commonwealth 1n which wo should neees-

sarily have but a small voice. Here it may

* be said that, while, as a State, New Zealand
would have equal representation in the Senate
with every other State, in the House of
Representatives her vepresentation wonld be,
ot the basis of|present popalations, fonrteen
out of eighty-sight members.

{3.) The defence atforded by the Common-
wealth would not be sufficient for onr
protection for many yvears to come,
while our only bulwark is the strength of

. the fleets of Great Britain, and we must leck
for onr seenrity to the power of the Mother
Conntry, and the unity and solidarity of the
Empire,

{(4.) The initial cost of federation will be
considerable, and in a country of so large an
extent as Anstralia, so great a part of which
has yet to be opened up and improved, the
efficient working of the Federal Government
mny necessitate directly ov indivectly heavier
taxabion that we have now to bear.

(5.) The alien question,—Probable canses
of future trouble and discord ave involved in
the occupation of the North of Australia.
If that part of the,Continent is to be eolonised
by aliens, aud 1ts industries carried on by
menns of Asiatic and coloured labour, and it
is questionable whether they can be carried
on by other means, then Australia is laying
up trouble for herself in the not very
digtaut future, and it behoves us to consider

Mean- |

involve ourselves in
im-

whether we shonld
snch matters in which we have no
mediate concern,

(6.) Centralisation.—In most federations
the power of the central government tends
o ingrease, and the local autherity to decline.
Move than any other colony we have to fear
this tendency to centralisation.

(7.) The indissolubility of the Union.--
The step of joining the federation once taken,
there can be no withdrawal, The union is
indissoluble. Experience only can prove -
whether federation in the result will be
beneficial or disastrous to this colony. Should
it prove the latter, the experience will be
dearly bought, and without profit.

In conclusion it may be said that we shounld
hoth gain and lose by federation, and whether
the gain or the loss would be greater is a
question only to be determined after the
fullest and most searching enquiry into the
gubject. The ultimate court to whom this
question must be submitted is the people ol
the colony. They must be the arbiters of
their own destiny. But before they are
called upon to decide, every fact of import-
ance and every argnment that thvows light
upon them should be published, and thought
and discussion promoted and stimulated from
one end of the colony to tke other. Then

we may leave the question to the pecple in
the fullest confidence that their decision will
be just and wise,




