
■ AState may grant any aid to, or bounty
on, mining for gold and other metals, and,
with the consent of the Federal Parliament,
any aid to, or bounty on, the production or
exportof goods.

Monet/ Bills.
—

Bills imposing taxation or
spending revenue must originate in the
House of Representatives. The Senate can-
not amendBills either imposing taxation,or
appropriating revenue for the ordinary
annual service of the Government, but may
suggest alterations which may beadopted or
notas the House sees fit. The Senate may
notamend any Bill insuch a manner as to
increase any proposed charge or burden on
the people.

Deadlocks.— If theHouseofRepresentatives
passes any proposed law,and the Senate fails
to pass it, or passes it with amendments to
which the House will not agree, and if after
an interval of three months, theHouse again
passes the proposed law and the Senate fails
to pass it,or passes ifc with amendments to
which the House will not agree, the
Governor- Genei'almay dissolve both Houses
simultaneously, unless the deadlock occurs
within six months of theexpiry of the House
of Representatives by effuxion of time. If
after such dissolution theproposed law fails
to pass with or without amendments, the
Governor-Generalmay convenea jointsitting
of the Houses, and the membersthen present
may deliberate,and shall vote together upon
the proposed law, and if affirmed by a
majority of the totalnumber of the members
of both Houses, it shall be taken to hare
been duly passed.

The States.— Theconstitution ofeach State
is preserved as at the establishment of the
Commonwealth, as are the powers of every
StateParliament,savesuchas areexclusively
vested in the Federal Parliament, or with-
drawn from the Parliament of the State.

All laws of any State relating to matters
within thepowersof theFederalParliament,
will continue in force until the Oommon-

legislate upon such matters, and in
case of inconsistency, the laws of the latter
willpi'evail.

The Commonweal th is bound to protect
every Stateagainstinvasion;and, if appealed
to by the State, against domestic violence.

New States may be admitted to the
Commonwealth, orbe established by it,upon
such teirns, including the extentof represen-
tation ineither House of Parliament, as ihe
Federal Parliamentmay think fit.

Alteration of the Constitution— Any pro-
posed alteration of the constitution must be
approved by an absolute majority of each
House ofParliament,or twicebyan absolute
majority of either House, and must then be
submitted to the direct vote of the people.
Itmust be approved by a majority of votes
in amajority of States, and by a majority of
votes in the whole Commonwealth. There
is the important restriction, however, that
no State is to lose its proportionate repre-
sentation in the Senate, or its minimum
representation in the House of Representa-
tives,unless a majority of the electors voting
in that State give their approval.

These are the main provisions of the
Commonwealth Bill. While it may be con-
ceded to its opponents that it is not pei'fect,
as no human creation is perfect, still it
embodies a constitution saturated with
democratic sentiment and the principles of
free government,and one,perhaps, the most
liberal and elastic ever framed in any
country.

In whatever aspect we may regard it, tho
creation of a Commonwealth out of the six
colonies that are, for all practical purposes,
ouronlyneighbours, the fact of their entering
into a partnership, which New Zealand has
been invited,but has so far declined, to joiru
ought, while it is still open to us to join on
equal terms, to putus to the fullest enquiry
as to our position, and whether we should
continue to stand aloof and retain our inde-
pendence of action,or whether it may notbe
wiser to throw in our lot with the federation
at its inception, as when it has once beei>
formed we can only do so upon such terms
as the Federal Parliament may impose.

Within the limits of thisarticle theargu-
ments on either side cannot be adequately
discussed,but some of them may be briefly
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