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NEW ZEALAND STORIES,

HE 4wins were ‘worried; their
‘coffers were empty and Mrs.

... Rossiter's. birthday was
proaching. Usually they began

saving their pocket money some weeks
before this jmportant day, so as to be
able to huy for their mother, a present
worthy of their love. This year how-

ap-

ever, tha Rotorna frip had absorbed all

their cash. -Although Mra.
brother bald stood all their expenses,
hoth - travelling and letel, and had
rupplied the twins with pocket money,
they had spent their own allewance
hesldes, which js mnot to wondered at
in a place like Rotorua, where money
flies as quickly as the moments of
pleasura spent there. | K
After Duncan Gréy's gencrous treat-
ment, the twins felt that they could
not poseibly apply to him for a loan.
They puzzled their braine and furrowed

their youthful brows in anxious thought:

—money must be raised somehow. Mrs.
Rossiter - had fappened to -admire a
beautiful, grey suede handbag in one
of the shop windows, and her children
decided that she nwst. have it for her
birthday. The price of-the bag how-
ever, wis a pound, amd in_ their low
financial condition, it seemed aimost tn-
attainable. Sl

“I’ll be frightfully disappointed if we
o't give her the. bag,” Poppy eaid
dolefizily. *In other years it wae mnot

difficult for ws to save a decent sum’

between . us, if | we comnenced early
eaough, but this tiize, we've. hardly
a bean fo bless ourselves with."' ~ .

Teddy was equaily gloomy.
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Yery ivt»ll, then,” rveturned their com-
punion with a laugh, “we will all try
give you twenty yards

start. - . o
“You needn't bother to give ua a
stari,” said Poppy with s saperior emile,
she and Terry had o[lén'raﬁe}l‘ up the
hill in question, and she had noticed

besides, that the pear of the eurate’s .

Livycle was considerably Thigher than
that of their machines; which would
make =it much bharder for him to
negotiate the steep incline, sn she felb
ghe c¢ould afford to waive the offer of a
etart. Frewently they canme to a level
etretch, just before the road ascended
the hill. The three cyclists were travel
ling pide by aide. .
“Now then? eaid the curate, “get
ready—one, two, three, off,” The twina
pedalled forward; Mr. Everett slackened
Lis pace slightly, 6o as to give hia com-
panione the start he mentioned, and then
Dbounded forward.. The run along the

- level plece of road gave the eyclists a

o

mater's birthday is only ten days off/F~

he said, “and it looks as il we <an only

scrapa up a pallry four or five shillings -

between us by that time”

.Fhe move they thought over the
matter, the more hopeless it seemed to
Lecome. ' .

“Well,” said Poppy at last, “we can
only hope for sometling to “turn up.
Let’s go for n spin to shake off the
dumpe.”

Teddy readily - acquiesced - and they
went' Lo get their bicycles,

“Where shail we go?” he asked.

“Along the Take TRoad,” auswered
Poppy promptly, ‘‘and I'll race you up
the hill,” which by the way was &n
steep, that only people with Iight heads
and btrong liearts ever attempted to
cycele up it. S .

Pedalling along the smooth, pand-cov-
ered roads soon revivel their drooping
rpivits. Just as they entered the Loke
Road, they overtook Mr. Everett, the
parish  curate, who was
Now Teddy and Poppy were not partie
ulariy drawn to My Everett—they had
not ‘quite decided whether they liked
him oi not. With his polished wannerx,
enlturnd voice, and- (Oxford accent, he
was quite different to the average
¢olgnial, and the twins, unnccustomed to
meeting Englishmen of his type, wers

not quite sure whether the young eurate”

waa putting en “side” or not. Un the
other lhand, Mr Everett had taken =
great’ fancy to the twine. e called
very frequently on the Rossiters, and
Teddy and Poppy had to admit that he
was jolly enongh and not at all “goedy-
goody.”  Mra. Rossiter liked him lih-
mensely and always  gnve - him tha
warmest of welcomes, - .

An the twins ecame np, Mr. Everett
Jnerensed Dia pace {0 keep up with them.

“We're gning to Tare np tha lull Mr.
Fverett,” snid Peppy. “Would you hke
to join ue!” phe added sawectly, with »
aly wink at Teddy se much sy to say
T bet you he won't.”

"Don't you think it rather unwire to
race up such & hillt?” asked the curate,

“Oh, we're not afraid,” sail Toppy
wilh. & contempluous toss of her hea

also eycing, .

good impetus up the stéep incline, but
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.ere they were half way up, ihe twinyg -

were pantig pretty hard, At that point,
Mr.'Everett, who was nol panting at
all, at least mnot audibly, passed 1bem
with & cheery word of enconTagement,
which made the twins grit their teeth.
On he went, increasing the distance be-
tween himself and h'a toiling competi-
tors, When the latier reached the top,
the curate, a fine specimen of glowing
manhaod, stood beside his machine wait-
ing for them. Their reapeet for him
haed inereased consideraily.

“Well, you ran {ake hills,” anid Teddy
admiringly,

“You muat have had a ot of prac.
tiee,” remavked Poppy, o trille grudging-

1y,

“Oh o little” was the modest reply
of the man who had been one of the
crack athletea of his eollegs,

“You two did awfully well,” he went
on. “It's quite evident you have had
BOme practice too.'” .

58

A little further on he Yt them to
visit a aick parishoner, aul the twine
tarned round for home.

“I think Everett is rather a-decent
chup,” remarked Teddy. “le dida't
akite about what he did, and Ke gave
ua & wtart too—did you notice thatt”

“Yes,” anawered Poppy shortly, Ehke
felt angry with herself end with the
curale also, apd she was not inclined
to dineurs him favourably, X

The next day Teddy came to his sister
with an air of myslerious impartance.

- “'ve got an idea about raiving some
dits,” he eaid. - - - -

“Let's have it then” demanded Poppy.

“There's a rice mreling at Takapuca
next week, Whatl do yuu say to trylog
vur luck there?”
™ Poppy looked dubious. .

It would be uwfu] if mother found
out; you know how rhe hates races
ever since Unele 1Tarry tost all his money
on the turf, as they call it, and died &6
tragically”

“Yea, I know,” answered Teddy, “but
il wa are emart, ehe needu’t know, I
was talking ta onr of the trainers on
tha beach this morning—you rememlrer
a lot of them exercise their horres there
between dlve and gix, when the tlde's
kow, &impson, the fellow I was talking
tn, i really a decent sort, and he sald
it I wanled {0 back a hurse at the
Takapuva meeting on Wednrsday next,
that Cordite was a pretly safe win. Yon
aes in a thing like this, by spending =
few whillings we night get pounds in
return.” '

The idea appealed strongly to Poppy's
commercinl sense, and whe waived her
seruples. - .

AL right,” she suid,” we'll try our
Juck; we want ‘the money for a good
purpose any way. TFind out what wa
have got to' do and we'll sneak along
on Wednowday next. What a good thing
it is that we are having onr term holi-
Anys.”

cough remedy =
Half a Century

Thousands of New Zealanders will conlirm the
statement—and many have already done so by
prateful letters forwarded to the proprictors of
Bonnington's Irish Moss, ~

The distressing cough* that attacks so mnany
people during Winter time; the violent cold in
phe head; the tickling rawness of the chest that
is Natore’s danger signal of coming diseases, all
vanish under the wondecful curative influence of

| Bonnington’s

Read these gratelul lestimoniale they sra u few
b randum from Lhe mamy received from sl party of New
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and  children  alike soon
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Woadhausr, of Nartlicote,
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1 had 4 sudden ptiack of intu-
knd i4 saved me from a Buvers

USED BONNINGTON'S FOR 30 YF.
Mr. E. Hudrill, li.umihm,!:rruﬁ-ﬁ—

"l glven :;mfleruuru toatiala that
Bonninglon'y Irish Muwm han begn
used inmy famlly for upwards of
A0 years, I myweld, though 70 years
?I' nr-. wtill find grent rellel by tak-
ng Bonntngton's Irish Mow and cpn
revommend ik 10 youog sad old,)

forover.

" " lose (hat
) chesty" tendency when a Dottle of Bonninglon’s
is kept in the house-—'tis a wonderful safeguard

B against chills and colds, inHuenza, and pneumonia.

¥ Do not ba put off with an imitation,

Bonnington's-tefuse the substitute of interigr quRlity,
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BONNINGCTON'S FOR LUNG COMPLAINT i
Mr. Wi, Neiglhivenrs, \\‘auu.mg“! R 4
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