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- Music and Drama.
T By BAYREUTH

BOOKINGS.
(Patea sghject io alteration.)

H.M. THEATRE, AUCRLANT, .
June B to Jone 25—Geo. Marlow, Lad.
June U6 to Joiy 5—J. ¢, Willlameon, Ltd.
Juiy T to 19—alen Dooke,

Auguat 4 to 18—J. C. Wiilllamson, Ltd.
August 29 to September 27—Hranacomhbe

Co.
©October T to 11—-J1. C. Willlamson, Ltd,

-AUCELAND PICTURE SHOWS,
Glabe 'I'hegire, Queen Street—Contlnuous

Soeial Problems—Twe Remarkable
Playn.

NOTABLE play ealded -“The
- Necessary Evil,” by Charlea

Rann Kennedy (Harpers}, deala

with a preat soeial problem with
a apirifual exaltation of manuer and
apiritual indigration rather unusual in
& dramatist. .

Hig wbole argument is against the
dogma that there is a “nececeary evil”
=—especizlly the Social Evil

ilere is the gist of the play as told by
the New York "Times”

The Dark Woman. °
it raises a social fucf into the realm
of idealism. It is symioetrical in eon-
struction, and i3 franght with earnest-
ness and with refreshing tenderness.

“While Mr Kennedy's ‘dark woman' is
representative of many poetic qualities,
she is also the living evidence of the
so-called *necessary evil,” which the girl's
brother declares, brands every man alive.
She ia the human reminder of the girl's
dead mother, who, like so many other
mothera of the weild, believes inhocence
to be more white if guarded by ignor-
esnce. But through the women of the
streets Mr Kennedy means more than
this; she comes to take the placé of the
wirl’s dead mother; she serves to iilus-
trats to the girl, just awakening into
womanhood, the principle that purity ia
not a paasive but an active element in
one’s nature.

“This is all very skilfully portrayed by
AMr Keunedy. " Beginning with the pre-
parations for a birlhday ¢elebration for
tlre girl livieg alone with a dreamy mu-
gician father, the play enters into a
period of stoym when the worldly son
and brother arrives with the atmosphare
of the city about him. Them arrives
aléo the woman, and her presence
awakens ihe girl, rounses the fire of the
pon, and stirs the father to the wanton-
ness of this ‘necessary’ evil. In diction
the special pleadings are dramatieally
effective, and in attitude socially true.

What the Father Says.

“Though the son eall the father
dreamer, unworldly, nevertheless he is a
keen gbserver of the world. He has a
word to say nbout dub men, who bave
told him he knows nothing of tempta-
tion. And he adds further:—

“Dont you make any mistake about
it, my boy. I know all about it. I
Lkuew everything these men of the world

know. But I know someiling else as
well. . . . That there is a Man In this
woild—a TReal Man, an Aliva Man—

Who is the power unto salvation from
sin,’

“When the son claima that art is on
hia side of the argwment, the father, a3
artist, protests. '
_ “Mr Kennedy's realiam is shot through
with idealism of the right sort. The
Anuocent girl is not any the less innocent
because glie has been told & thing or
two by @ stranger—a womnn whosa
wsymbolical force gives her ihe right to
enter unbidden into the room epread for
& birthday celebration, This is what
the woman preaclhes:

What the Womaa Says.

* ‘Firat, then, vour innncence. Cherish
it, keep it unspotted—within, mind yon,
deep witking and let it grow. Heek wis-
dom ond naderstanding with it. Don't
ba content avy longer to ha babics, play-
Grow up, Learn
to be. XNnxt, save your men, Tha men
around you, the men you have to do
with, every one of them, even the worst.
+ ++ Then when the time comes,
raarry. Refusa {0 be married, Don’t let
them glve you away in darkness, Many
in daylight. Ask; ancertain; dout bu
pub off with lica, Aad one tbing above

all, don't marry an umpelean man. lMelp,
Ppity, if you cant but dow't marry him’?
“When the dark woman passes from
the house the girl of twenty-one Lastens
to her room, her lunocence burning; the
san Jeaves his father, afler confessiug his
shame anl hoping for aalvation, while
the father, left alone with the portrait
of his Jdead wife, finishey Brahm's inter-
mezen, with which the play begins.™

A Play for Congreas.

This play ef Mr Kennedy's is an in-
dication of the remarkabie way in which,
at the present moment, the United
Rtates is dealing with the Social Evil
To «till further emplmsise the need for
action to the United States Cougress, ar-
rangesuents have been made for a dra-
matic representation of the famous play
by Brieux-called “Les Avaries” (“Dam-
aged Goods™). :

“Those who ave promoting the move-
ment intend to give ‘Damaged Goods® at
Washington before a Congressional audi-
ence. and perhaps alse at the State capi-
tals during the legislative session,” sayva
the New York “Independent.” “For this
purpoge the drama is especially adapted,
a3 the last act is nothing more than a
lexson to legislators, theugh Brieux i
not one who believes that social evils
are to be cured by laws and yet more

Jaws.  He believes that most of the
trouble {3 cavsed by ignofance, and
urgss edieation, public  enlightenment,

ap(! franker rerognitinn of existing con-
ditione.” ATl this may be needed, but
still we may well doubt its effectiveness
&8 a remedy, The drunken Helot argu-
ment js not a strong one, and those whe
live a wvicious life know more about its
Tisks than any teacher or . preacher
could tell them. Brieux also urgea the
requirement  of health certifivates of
marriage, such ay many clergymen now
insist upon, and which, doubtless, will be
male compulsory before long in many
of our Hiates.

An Absurd Argnment.

"Brieux painta in.black colours, yet
is no fanatic: in fact, he will be eriticiced
By many az being ton tolerant of human
wenkness. The conditions ef soviety an:d
the moral stauwdards of France ave so
different frour those of Amezica that hie
point of view and his prqpesals for ‘res
form will not meet with geueral accepi-
ance, but it Iy eucouraging te find a
dramatist who realises the importance of
Leing earnest, and who uses his art in
defence of virtue instead of ite destride-
tioa,

“Whatever one may think ef tlle};'
priety or advisalility of discussing such
# theme upnn the atage,” pays the “In-
depentent.” “there is something absurd
amd mowe than absurl in the fact that
hundreds of plaxs are being given de-
pleting in glowing colours the joys of
licentivnsnees. and  yet the one play
which shows its dangers Is prolibited.”

A Play for Doctors.

A remiarkable  medival  aadienes  has
alrewly witnzesed in the Unlted ftates,
the play “Dauged Goods.”

“A suleeription performance was given
fn New York on Mareh 14, under the
auspicea of the Medical Review of Re-
viewsz, to an audicnce very different, bul
even more distingaisied, than nsually at-
tends a “first night.) for the-TFulten The-
atre wae packed with physicians, settle-
ment  workers, euwgenistz, philanihro-
piste, authors. sutfragists, ministers, e.nd_
yniversity profeasors, about equal mum-
hers of lalies nnd gentiemen, The play
wag intro lnred by the reading of Slaw's
preface by 1he Rev. J. H, Holmes, of the
Clhizeh of the Messiah,

“Ilow far they advanced tlhe definite
aim of those wha were instramental in
getting the pley produced — the enact-
wment of a Federal Low which shall forbid
marriage without certifieates of good
Niealth from buoth partiea—anty timo enn
tel),” says the Chicago “Dial™ “Cer-
tainly no speech reenived quite so much
appliuse as ihe doctor's arraignment of
the old notary for investiguting hie pros-
pretive son-indaws fnancial and maral
standing, and asking nothing ahout hia
physieal health; but tha applavse at this
point quay prove only that the aunlienca
lnew why it had heen aeked to hear the
play, Whatever one may think about the
advlsability of producing ‘Les Avarles it

eannst be denied that thiz particular
presentation wae conducted with dignity
and rerinusnevs, and was admirably act-
ed throughaut, su that full justive waa
done to both the dramatic and the eovio-
logical values of Hrieus's phay.”

- E

The Lure of Crime—The Good-Bad
Hero.

We are filling vur heads with a lot aof
sentimental nouscnse when we take it
withunt question that the criminal of
stage and Hetion and the eriminal of real
life are ore-and the same. Mr Arthur
Riringer. wlhn knuws somelhing about
both types, having dealt with them in
teal ‘hfs for the aitke of hie fiction, de-
elares they are ahout am wide apard as
the polee. . He tind: it high time for
somevne to point out this fast, and to
stop the stuitifivation of owe’s tell-

genee  with surh  beliefe, The “crime
writers,” he teminds s have been ol
emly annonneing  themselves  ds o real-

fate”  Even editors are beginning to al-
fix foottutes to say that their erime
gtories are transcripts of real life. A
erime navel asserts that it is an. actual
portrayal uf pabee canditione. A play-
Wright geis an ex-conviet to form a men-
ber of the caxt.  Sume of the waye in
which these no-cabied realista fool the

ILLURTRATED DRAMA,
CHelelt amd pmid for®

guliible oy us ave wen forth by Mve
Stringer in the New Yurk “Times'?
~Review of Buoke":—

~I know of one novelist who deseribes
o safe-breiking seenme wlierein the mas-
ter-crovk a‘taclies a wire tn a chandelier
and an electrode 1o the end of this wire,
and by the deliviously naive means of u
mere lighting  virewit bures his  way
through ¢ ponderous steel door. It would
be no more ridiculous to eay that he
prised that dour off with his fountain
pen.  Ansiher novelist with an interna-
tignal reputation has lis villain sit on a
steamer’s deck and yuieily read at the
suastlead an invoming wirciess message.
1:eis of litile consequence, of vourse, t
the professional operaior In tho wireluss
om i eompelted to have a mivrophone
of the muet delicate nature held elose to
his ear hefors he caxn even pick up that
samb incaming meesage, This sama vil-
lain, I take it, could etand oa ihe Singer
Tuwer and heay a hairpin full off a bu-
rean up in Albany., An important fea.
fure in a reigning ‘realivlie’ crook play
iy o Maxim eiloneer. which Is el as a
revolver, despite the fact that a sifencer
canpot Le amd never has been atlached
to = revolver, Tt «till another Broad-
way slenthplay & wuman uniler guspi-
clnn vasnually takea up a sheet of wril-
tng-paper from the dwmk of a man mye-
teriowsly murdered, The detective an the
trail of the offeuder holds up thia sheel
to the anldicnce, showing tho finger-printy
Aerean mpressed an plaiuly marked as
ink spols,  Now, the murderell gontle.
anal Bay or may nob havs had the hubby
of inditing hie correspandenee on chemi-
cally srnsitimed aate-papes. Or, on the
ather hand the Ialy under suspicion
may have bren opening a tin of printer'a
Ink in ona of ths rauwn offatage,  But
without onn of theas iwo extremely ra-
niota enutingenciin thin overesnvonieny
apprarance of thase nice Ulack Hlats tmmd
be accepted as either abeard or miracu-
Toue,” .
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No Raffies in Real Lifes

Theae are perhaps  only  abwurditiea
showing bow shailew is 1lie author's resl
knowledpge of crime,  His portrayai of
the eximinal Mmsellf, Mr. Stringer avers,
ja & more vpen and offvnsive sin:

* Thera ja no such thing as & romantia
uriminal. By this I aean that thers ia
no romadce About proiessional erime.
‘There m wo Rates in real life.  As
MoChisky onve said down at police head-
quartera: ‘A cruvk i a cmog‘ at heart.
Day or night, drunk or soher, he is
awayed by his criminal in-tincts”

*The playwright who exploits ertma
loves tolnve bis hero bad only nor-mor™
enst.  When the winl ia in the other
quarter he ju the pentlest of lovers and
the mwst impeecable of characters, 1t i
the aame with the book criminal.  Kven
hin Leloniew ave promptal Iy a siupposed-
ly ameliorating love of mlventure.  He
followa the gentle art nf burglary for
the thrill that's in it.  He likes the gama
for dthe game's sake. 1Me makea house-
breaking and lighway robhery lure hall
their evil by losing all their grossness.
He seduces you into the belief that s
guite it and propes for him to take $all
of the aver-jewelled ladies who are ep-
joying the same week-end with lim in
the gume country house, or to exact mid-
night hrgesse from the altogether ya-
aympathetic jeweller who has not
preciated his dovibmay-oare xudwe

s
hig good bresding,  and his lanmisily
entncinted  epigramx. We  remsmber

that it'« only innan to sympathice with
the bad and tolerate the gnol. We fols
Inw our liction-meade villain throngh bis
yound of denatured cpiventures: we feel
that he i heing friae tn some wider
seheme of things: than the niviat laws
that he is breaking: we like to witness
his leap throuph the paper hoopa of the
tompural while swaywml Ty thewe eme-
tinns which we terard as etermal. We
watch hincin a pink light, or we see bim
stalk throweh his chaplers like a Christy
illusteation, and we imagine  that we
have at lust ez fwve to Tace with thy
sombre amd true ride of this seany lif
of ours, But Le's 1o mote the veal erim.
inal of to-duy than is Ali Baba or Robin
THoud of gesterday.  And his adventures
ua mure actial criminad life than

are
were the adventures of the Forty
Thirves, You are rteally mting pink

gum-drops and, Irom their enlour, imag-
ining them raw becio

Always a Defective.

= Phe habituat eriminal in always =
defective. 1f he is not A weakling
physically, he’s a  weaklime mentadly.
His ranks are recruited [ron incompe-
tents nud degend vs, Hi~ mind may
ot dilfer much from the ordinary mars
i omany respeets, it it s womind that
s either stnpid amd nareow on the ene
Liand ar passionate wml nneantrolbed an
the other, Ile hasa ving for alvohel,
for arugs, vr for artil 1 and unheakthy
exvitement.  Uniy tao oiten hisspivth has
Been further hrutabized Dy the erusliy
of gaol punisteut.  He is & man
of nu settled place of abwde. no know-
Tedge of tride, aud 1o desive for henest
work; no techuical equipment for earn-
ing hia Hving: no place in the imluﬁin_n]
achems of things, He is a wradueie I8
sdleness, who will Live nff o woran it he
ia able tu, blackjeck an invalil i need
be, aleap  in vernraeus Ldping-houees,
and potson Nis wwn enfevhinl binly with
fuael-nii  whisky. Ditapen Ty elimiid-
Berger onoe toll how even Muonk Easd-
it bewmel to e il inoa cell bevauss
he aikln't have a gnu oaoul the Kellya
wore alter him, ~When Lt thrown him
out of the station-hous=e’ Schmitibergeg
pakl, * he shouk inta o hallway and wand
to his kemwnel by way of the roole’ And,
ae tha swue inspector Bas puinted ant,
the eplrit of adventire no mere enters
into thy mekeup of (e Eask Shie crim-

inal than does the pespect for women
or tha will to wark. A« Schmittberger
put ik ety i e eadet out ol
werk, ...

The Criminal Instinch

P Jast time | owas down at polics
headyuarters | leppeasd to wee a burg-
lar who had beconn famous, or mather
infumous, in the ev paperd. This
desil-niwy-cire polbor, whare powepaper
deseription had exvited such wympathy
aviony dove-oymd Iadies, was being put
1hrongh his Mentifleation Burea e
amination, mogged and measared 1
watehed him take off his poor, eld, ruene
over gaping toced ahwes to grt roade for
4ha  Bertillon  measurenients.  There
wern no malea ar feeb Ieft tn Llv mocks,
Ilo was not torrlfed, but fuat patheties
ally il nourished and il-elethsd and
snaemle and unelern ernd  itpkens




