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Tales of Bush and Ocean.

- The Story of a Stone Axe—A Memory of the
- Rotorua Country.

By JAMES COWAN.

T waa fram old Waharoa, one of
the few relinble historiana and
legrend-keerpers . of - the  Avawa

: tribe, who - died not long asince,
that T lewrd thia tele of the times
of old.” Some of us had been on an
exploring trip fhroush the thick furest
to the mmthward of Lake Rotorua, in
genrch of the ancient ecave-dwellings at
e Pehu pa, concerning which nany
gague traditions were current amongst
the lakeside Maoria. With the Lelp of
Awe Nativea we game upon ihe storied
caved, and on gur return we unearthed
gomething of their Listory from Wa-
harea, The slory wae an excellent illus-
tration of the seriows resulta which often
sprang from trivial cawses in anclent

Maoridum. The proveking cause of a
terrible clan vendetta was n case of
“rebbery  from  ihe pemson,” which in

#liese peaccfiil pakeha tines would have
euded in a prosaic polide conrt. Tt was
all over a little »tone axe. As far as the
word-of moutlh Maori narmrative goes, it
wasn't cven a greenstone axe.

Firat of all, though, let me give a brief
deseription of the cave-dwellings of Te
Pelin.  An nucommonly inferesting epot,
in 'a romantically beautiful envirumnent,
but ao far the Lakeland tourist knows
siot of it, for ihe sighieeer needs roads,

“and there is uo road to Te Pehu, though

it is within, T should say, 20 wmwiles of
Rotorua town, It lies in the dense
woods almest due north of Rotorus, on
the voleanie plateaw which dividea the
lake basin frun the Tauranga country.
To reach it we firet dvove 11 miles aluong
the main roal 1o Tauranga, ussing the
Awaliou on the wax; then we turned off
to the right aleng Lhe new road, which
Jed to the recently-opened sections De-
iween Mamnrans and the Manga-o-Rewa
siream, The rest of the journey, three
br four i wiad A tramp Gver a very
reugh frack—sometimes no track at all
iethraugh the busi. At last we came o
Llie edge of a huge <lefl in the wooded
ﬂullﬂ & Ereat gorge, hunidreds  of feet
;]eep, wooded from lulltop to Tavine hut-
dom. The sound of a rapid river,
duwbling over a rocky bed, came {o us
*mm the leafy depths, And lere, when
wur track ended, we were alile to {race
the ontlines, albelt coversd by -a -thiek
growth of uative vegetation, of (he olden
il fort Te Peliu,-whiel stood on a eam-
m.xndinp( summit direelly sverlooking the
river ¢ the wililevuess, Tt was evidently
B pa of great age, for in its earihworks
grew some rimu aud rata treex of large
pize. Our trail led between the main pa
nnd.the tree-crowned ruins ¢f a koukon.
lpr bastion. or coutwork. And tlen, on
the steep Lillsile ov 011():1L1ng the gorge.
we found n loug row of enrions Yev
lopeninga . in the rawky oifl,” fron
marrow terrace cul out of ile

derrace on wlich, no denlit, nazive huta
wriginally ‘stoud. There were nine of
theae cave donra, as fur as we ennll dia-
rover. [Iow v there woere oilem, bt
if &0 theyx were lidden in the densg
jungle of the Lush. Oue of the vaves we
entercd and measured. . 1t was 30E higrh,
J3ft Jong, wud between 8ftomnl DEE Cin

&
hill—a

width, The rectangular  door  apening
whivh gave aveeas Lo ilw:e rua or s,
As {le Maowrks called them, were from
3fT. to #t high, We had to stoop low to
‘enter, The Tronf was rounded, 1t hal

been chipped ont of soft voek with ob-
kidion axea ol knives, The marks of
the tools of the ancient tattoned troamlo-
dytea were il platuly  visibie. The
floors of the “rua” were sunken to the
dupth of abinui foot Beluw the level of
tbo terrace, mome ol the tiny wunder-
ground  dwellings were  counecled by
‘small hiolea cut through the rocky walla,
Originally, our Manris teld 1w,  these
Jdillside  cuves  wore cnt out Ba store-
BLotged for the keeping of kimara and
‘Fern root and wther fuomle of the uhl-time
AMaorl,  Snlsequently they were enlargsd
‘wvithin and wsed = weeret. dwelling:
places by the Droken trile 4hat -enee
Accupied the wided Furt above. Nowa-
‘dayp, the rovipg pig Lonter, the stray

akeha seltler, na well ws the Munri, ne-
casaionally used the Jone'y caven ne anug
places for u nighi's wlielter; aleo, the

th

wild poker Lhimself makes use of some of
ithem; and it would be as well, should
you ever investigate the ruas of Te Pehu
for yoursclf, to make sure that some
-brlhg:-rnnl uH Lmar ism't alveady in poe-
ressiun. -~

The ]nutm ¥ nf Te l‘eliu ani n.:l Tuas
gors back, as far a3 one can trace, some-
thmrr belween 250 and 300 years. Ouce
it wuy a populous place, a little centre
of life and love and all the activities of
a selfxuficing aboriginal commune, a
townlet cut out of the vast forest; it
the song of the villagera and the loud
alatm of the wooden wargong souuded
here in the days of long ago. The fores!
has long reclaimed its own, and for many
a generatinn the wilierness has had its
way with Te Ichu Pa, und the Fort ot
the Caves las lain vavisited and alost
forgotten even Ly the Maoria. Mut thu
white settler is at Laml, with hiv axe aml
his Dburning-off fire, and presently, no
doult, there will be such a elearunce ot
ihese ancient woods ws will reveal even
more of these curlous storage caves and
earved-ont  dwelling places of  the  van
ished people. -

It was all over a stone axe, a much-
fremsured toki of many legendury and
tapw memoriez. o said grey old Waha-
roa, telling of the fate which befell the
arrogant oncs of Te Pelu Ta. This
forest fortress helunged to the Tapuika
tribe, & clan of the Arawas, They burlt
it there, v the wild banks of ilie 3
o-Rews, about 11 genciations apa. Thew
-nikaw and fern-frond dwellings =toorld ou
the Lilitop and on the terraces above the
porge, and ‘these hollowed-unt caves in
the hillzide they usel for the storige of
their winler food-stock. Al there they
lived in peice uniil the time of Te Koat
wlheo lived aboul sevoen gencerations ogo—
approximately 173 vears from the pre-
sent time.

Well, nbout tha time—seven genera
tiona ago—there lived a chiet of the
Avawas, and lis name was Kot His

home was over yonder at ¥
a stream fows inte Lake Rotorws
the slopes of Mount Ngongutala.
lie Lad a home at Pubirua,
lage of the Ngati-langiwewehl

Alan
a large vl
i tribe,
which sioed between Te Awaliou and the
fumous apring which is known to-day as

Hamurana; its ancient name was A'»
Tura-i-Hlangarwa (the Fount of Hunga-
rua). 1L was to Pubivua that his wike
Delonged.  Hix own  tribe  was  Ngati
Thangs, whase desecendants live at Wal
teti aud Weriwerl ta this day.  Now,
this Katn was a great traveller, Tle was
for over on the go, visitiug this trihe
and that, taklag presents anl veceivine
predents, raising a dismal voice at Tungi-
aund making eloguent speeches at- tribad
gatherings.
of fellow, and often made
ages alone or with but one or twe at
tendants to carry food anld gifta, a some-
times vj<ky Fa-hiow of Lravelling in olden
Maeri Laud.

1t happened that Katn teek the nntion

long pilgrim-
e pile

one day to pay a visit tu some af hirs
friemils wlho lived in the distant Waikanta
eotintry .. They were Npgati-llaua, and

their home wad neayr the oot of Muung.

Kawa hilll  With them he sejowrne! o
while, amd before be lefu for his lake-
Taud  home the Ngati-ilava ohi T
sented Lin, as o token of “avela,” waih
a valuable awl celebrated toki, oy axe
(it may lave Leen one of the, aclae-

rlhaped - ¥ tok-lobioupn” a0 much e
in other days). and with a sha
car pemlant, or " makolaniwh

ihese  tressures he  depavied  for, his
kainga, over the hills il throngh the
forests, greatly vejoicing Hle bl with

him but a single attendant, o sl
Now, il Lefoll that al this tune.there
were alsa on o visit to the Noati-Mana
teople twao chicis of the Tapzika .bnsh-
aen, from (he pa of which [ e tald,
the foreat hold of Te Pehu. The
Lwere Rakawhati aml Wi
were ferce, rougl men, ik
Tush-dwellers, nnil they were a Juw ulite
mselves, They heard of the presonta-

He was eu indepeudent sovt,

Jaumber

ow w heap of ruina,
Twith g
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tion of the trihal heirlooms to Katn. and
envying him the ppasessiun of the famous
axe, they decided to waylsy him and
“murn” it by the might of the atrong
hand. Accordingly they departed whortiy
before Katu, and when they had gone
about half a day's journey they stepped
off the track and Jay in ambush beneatl
the sheltering brushwood. '

Presently Katu came atong, all unsua-
picious of the ambush. The two bare.
brcked highwaymen rushed out upon him
from behind, overpowered both him and
the slave, snatched their weapona from
1ihem, and roblbed Katu of his precious
axe and his shark’s toell ®var ornament.
Then, with jeerings and revilings. they
went on their way, presently leavuyr
Katu's weapon, lin taikes, on the track,
where lie could recover it, and tonk «
trail of their own through the fore<ts for
the distant Manga-o-Rewa.

Rawn, angry and morjified  Deyond
worils, trudgel ihrough the bush until
lie reuched his vative lakeside. To I'u-
Lirua he went, and there, in the marae,
the village square, he told the prople of
his loss, and publicly wept for his stolen
treaaures, © murn'd” from him by the
wild nien of Te Prhu. ’

The Arawa were 1p. in arma ab once.
A war party was assembled, and murched
througt the Luall to the woody gorge ot
the  Manga-o-Rewa.  There,  slanding
without the etorkade of Te Pelm, the
leader of the column demanded compen-
sation — utu "-—for Lhe robbery, and in-
timated that he would accept a numher
of dogakin clonks {kakaliu waero), which
Jdp{ll]\.:l. were kitown to poaséss, Rut
the chiefs of the pa, secure and jusolent
Behind their slrong earthworks winl palis-

ades, hurled ot and working words at
the lnke men, and bade them depart. o
the Avawa, furlous but impotent, re-

turned to Rotorua awl bided their tume.

Time passed; perhaps it was a year.
And then Te Koata, who waa the leading
chief ¢f Te TPehm, weut with a few fol-
lowers on a friendly visit to sowwe con-
nections of his at Pohirun. A rash
thing to do, fur the friends of Kaotu had

by no means forgiven or forgolten the
attair of the stone axe. They seized Te
Koata, reughly Dandled him,  and

deapoiled Tim of his fine dogskin cloak
and his greenstone hand-cluls, or patu.
That was evening matters with bino for
the muruing of the Waikate axe by his
two tnhm-mc-u

" Te Kuata, hot with anger, \l)i'l'llll\' de.
pa:tm\ from Puhirua, lmL. instead of re-
twrning straight to Te Pelu, went to
FKawalu, 1he strong pa which then ~iood
on the prominent hewlland to the north
of Ohinemutu—yuou can see it+ earth
warks there to-day op the greeu hills
top-—and told the pwnplo there of b
woea, They were Negati-Whakane, and
maore ar less related to im, as they were
alse to the Pulivua residents. Al wne
of  the Ngati-Whakane, wha had a
arndge of hix own againat the people of

Iatw’'s Gribe, speedily precipitated  the
Lattle,

He took an oll flax mat af {he
variety  ealled  kakipora, in wlaeh fire

would ~monlder for a loug time without
busating into a blaze, aml, setting it
alight, embarked in his <l eano
padilled aevoss the water to Pulirua
under  cover af  night. Srealthily
crecping up tu the quv miwoting- houze,
which was the pride of the settloment,
a whare adorned with beautifol carved
figure~ within and without, he quictly

BLuriwd the smouldering kakipora v the
dry, inflonmable ranpo. with which the
walls of the honse were thatelied, Then

Tie stole baek ta his canoe and padidled
ot fur Kawaln.

Soon the thatel of the big house hoarst
into thawes, and the aplemdid whare-
wlhakaive wus speadily en five from end
to emd,  The village was in a furioons
turwoil, . Well they guessal who had
dane this deed, or al s vate, inatigated
it. What did they de ¥

The fiest 1hing they did was to scek
aotr eliject wpon whicl they could vent

1heir imme

Lo anger. Chey Dothonght
them of oo ertain ohl wone, whose e
was Waitarere, aml who lived near the
Spring now known as Hamurana, She
Tappened to be closely velated to the
people of Te Peba pao the Tapnika, A
of  yoeuwnr ran at Lheir
utinost spead Lo Waitarere's but, Seiz-
ing her, they here her baek at o run to
the village, where the great honee was
bt atill Tivfiing
il heat, With A heave-ha? all
together, they Dorhal the  pone ald
creature, pitifully walli into the glow.
ing nutet, She was rn:uh't'l alive,

Mot o ~|u to ||u witly
Jnkui tfm pake He

* gt the
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iy, nothing at all,” reptied Wahsroa
“That was just the Maori way., She
belenged to Tapuika, that was all. Any-
how, it wus a fuir thing, Tapuika inati-
gated the burning of the carved huuse,
therefure why not twirn & Tapuika in the
house * It was fair and square, pakeha!
1t was perfectly tika.”

However, s Waliroa went on to tell,
the feud dido't end with the cremation
of the old lady who lLad such a rude
awakening from her slumbera.  The
Ngati-Rangiwewehi und Ngati-lhengn
and connectiona bore spear and war-axe
jnto the anemy’s furesl lamd, Raising n
strong war party, and going through
the “necessary karmkias and victory-
assuring ceremonies at the tribul tushu
or altar of placation aud divination -the
tuahu at Hauraki, near Pulirua, where
the five sacred while stones, set upright
in a row, are still te be seen, about a
mile past Ltha Awwbow villuge. they
mureled off through the high bush for
their enemica’ hweadguarters. This time
tltey tarried not Lo parley with Fapuika,
but wenb nt the walls with fury. Their
Attack was drresistible. Bearing Jdown
all befure them, they stormed the pa
and slew most of the garrison, sparing
only some of tha women and young girla,
who would come in useful as slave wives.
The survivors-—there were not \'P:'yr
many of them--fled down the great
gorge and acrosd the Manga-o-Rews
to another pa of their people, n )ull fnrt
called Ter Wala, There the Tapuika
made anotl stand. . Bul they were
attacked here, and this thae the victory
of the Lake mun was even more deeided.
To Wela fell, and ita defenders, or the
greater number of (liem, went sicaight-
way to the Relnga, the Lol of tke dead
<ad remnant hid in the ereat foreat,
ng aml broken.

Pregently,  whenr  the  rejoicing wan-
viaters of Rolorua. witer feasting on the
sluin and smoke-drying the heads of the
principal warriors who lad Jallen, Tuad
departed  for the Take, the few that
were leit of Tapuika crept back to their

ruined hill villige at Te 'elin. Amongat
them were the three chicfs Te Kaote,
Hukawhati awl Whanm They did

not «lure to oceopy ile el site
again, but made those hillside caves, the
old food riras, their dwelling  places,
There they lived for long, coliivating
not at all, hut living altogether on hivds
and other fouds of the forest, always in
four of thele powerful foes, until ut
Tenprth tho Arawa let them be, and made
preace, atl gave them londs nearer the
sea onaat. And that is the zlory ol
Katw's little atune axe and wlt tle~ ==~
ik wronght.

Fulfilted

Predictions.

Clagunet™ (Mr G L sime)
in a recent  “Referes,”  recails some
Lumous  supernatural  predictionz the
fultibment ol which is proved. "One of
the beat kpown bs The Curac of Mar?
The Earl of Mar was cursel prior ta
1571, when he was elevated Lo the pori
tion of Regent of Reotlaud: 1y lande
shull be given 1o the siranger aml thy
titles ahall lio amome e deasdl. The
braneh thal eprings from thon ahall see
his dwelling burnt in which a King wan
him wife o sxerifice Lo that same

wriling

nursisd -
dlnme, Wis elihleen soemeraus, but of Tittle
ad three orn aml growas wha
Horsea shall

e,
whall never see {he Jight,
he stabled in thy fiall and o weaver shadl
throw his shinttle in the cliaber el
Alnte. Thine ancient whali he oA
ruin and a heacon unti an anh sapling
whall Bpring from s topuasl  stone,
Then wlall thine restured;
the kiss of peace =hull he given ta the
votntees Quongh <lee seel b nnt, usl the
dape of peace sbadb return to Ay Tine! "
B the vonrse af 500 yeams evers part of
the curae was fullitlel. Thea in 13 the
arh mapling duly apprared, Twu vealw
latwr Gearge IV, vextored the vartdom,
and Luer Queen Vietoria Kisseld o
countess.  The prediction of the 7T
horme dole - that if the ddole wera
diseoptinned the family name would b
coma extinel from failure of maloe isene
- im better known, The exlinelion waa
tu be foretoll by a grenerativn of seven
B generation of
The dale

iuwer

Dogponirs e

evrr

runs being fullowed by

reven anghters nmd na eon,
was  dmcoutinued G40 yeans alter the
peediction  wra  made. The barouet of

that day hal seven anns, 1lin son who
sueceaded him had seven daoghters and
"o ROM. | .



