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 Setting ‘Up' House. -

The Romance - of __'a Fut;nitt;re Shop.

N By &. G.

-
YOUNG man's firat financial battle
in domestic warfere s fought
nor aiter he has been married
some time, nnd has become pelzed
with the simple economic faet that two

beings are harder to provide for than™*

one, but before hes fite his shoulders to
the yoke of martied life. The contest
doea not take place en the hearth; the
battle ground im the furniture shops. /-

When man and maid have fully made
np- their minda that two ean {ive on
one's salary, they fix the day and look
about for a house. Then followa the
ordeal of buying the furniture to fill it,
But modern young folk, if lacking experi-
ence .in these matters, are wise in their
generation. No palining off any sort of
old, glued batteng on them, They decide
they won't but nntil they’ve had a look
round -all the aloges, so am ta compare
the different prices and qualitics. The
woman has the keenest eye for quality,
and falke glibty of fashion, etyle, and
effect, but the male keepn close guard
on the prices, and all through the teur
a whirlwind of figures swirls through
his brain- as he miakes lightning eal-
culations oF what lis bits of sticks ave
going to coat. . . - .

The prospective bride breaks the first
ice by asking the salesman to guide them
1o the akow rooms, T

“We want to look at a bedroom suite,”

ghe explaing in a tremulous half-whisper, °

and dropa her head to hide the blushes
which suffuse Ler face. .

“Something in ¢akt” queries the sales-

man, o

* “Yes, but not too large or expensive,”

the latter part of the eentence is uttered

in an undertone.-- - - - . '
“How will this suit you? a ihree-piece

euite,” and the man and wife to be are

Lalted before a wardrobe sandwiched in

don't think it will be too big for our
room, do you, dear?”

Her companion does not answer, He ia
tno absorhed in irying to decipher the
fignres and hieroglyphica on a tag which
is attached to the
doora, ’ o -

“Haw much for the suite?™ he timidly

. nskh.

“Well, with our 20 per ¢ent. special
disconnt off, and our ueual two shillings
in the pound rebate, the whole suite will
rin you inte—let me see,” and the
salcaman ecratches his sparsely, thatched
head and fixes his gaze on the ceiling un
thaugh searching for aen inspiration.
Then he speaks slowly and deliberately,
and with the air of a man about to
make & great sacrifice, “This three-picce
enite will be £40 net!™

“What! Hoew much?y’ This in a half
wcream, half sob from the husband-to-be.
. “Forty pounds landed in your home.
Do you think it’ll suit? We have cthers
a little more expensive, you know, if

© you'd eare to look at them.”,

The young fellow groans out some-
thing abont *not to-duy, VIl look you up
anether time,” anf clutching the girl by
the arm balf drags her from the ehop.
Forty pounds for a Ybedroom auite!
The shock is foo mueh for 2 man who
has been living on the dream that he
could furnish his three rooms and
kitchen for £25.

At the next shop they visit, the male
goaded by the last bitter experience, and
pricked by the attennated points of hia
wlender purse, takes command—a posi-
tion he will perhaps occupy for short
but stormy perieds during the years to
come—and with the aseumption of an
ol campaigner informws the ealesman

He spealks slowly and deliberalely, with the wir of @ mun about v make 6 great
sacrificc, : .

between a dressing table and washotand.

“All solid oak and our ewn make”
the walesman voilchsafes, *Made by hand.
and ab—no—lute—ly no putty or glie
used, Every board sound. Ringa like &
Lell” and he draws back hin hand as
though to sirike the back of the waril-
role n bard blow, but thinks better of
it, and merely raps lightly on one of the
panels, . LoD

“There you are, not a crack or flaw;.
did you ever hear s trucr sound?’ and
be samiles complacently. . . -

_'l'he doors of the wardrobe are mounted -
with wirrors, and the miidén ‘pones
grucefully DLefore " them, studying = her
fgure from every angle. . - - T
LorIt’s just lovely,” she gushes, “It11
l?hl_' wll my clothem, and there's plenty
®f oo in the drawens for my hata, I

that he wants a dourmat, the cheapest
e’ got. .

"A door mat? will you come this way
pleanc.”  The salewinan smiles blandly.

He hiae met this sort of individual belore.:

He leaids the way to that part of the
Tailding where doormats ave kept, e
doeun’t ga birect, bul makes A circnitous
detour of all departinents.  He mwoves
rlowiy, paiming every now aml apnin, as
thaugh in duubt abwut womething, but
really waiting for the yoentions that he
knaws will be put to him. He halte to
flick a epot of dust from off & sideboard,
which i arranged in dining-room order
with '8 number of vhairs and a table.
Ten, the yowng man wddrexsing the now
subdued- maid, who is' hanging, half
teluetantly, ‘'on his » arm, aska of her
in tones loud encugh lor the aalesmanm

andle of one of the

4o hear; “I wonder what they're asking

for this -suite?® - can

Hin companion muatiers something
under her hreath, aml thin gives the
ralesnian the opening  that he knew
would come. : .

“Thirty-pounde. -and dirt cheap at
twice the money,” her excleima with

51

felt constrained to resort in Jdeapair of
firding gnything wdapted to his ““10
cash. A b
The total sum is £60, but certaln
rebates are stipuleted if he is regular
in bin payments. He pays no attentiop
to the crowd, even his fances is forgot-
ten for the time being. 1Te in Tost j

N Homeward bound wi.!h the dey's purchases,

~

conviction, aud breake Into a rhapsody
of praice of the particular etyle and
of the articles. .

And €0 as they pasn along, tlee man
in whom the spirit of the bargain-hunter
Thae -been fanned jnto flame, hmuires
the price of every picce that catches hia
eye but he never unee reveals hia desire
or intention to buy. As le leaves the
shop, Lhe porsceenr of an eighteenpenny
doormat for which he has paid twe
half crowns, Lie reads o lomily lo hie
future wife on.the necessity of conceal-
ing their lack of. vr desive for anything
if they want it <heaply, ' -

“But that mat isn'c
lings,” slhe protests.

"1 know 3% isnt,” and there ia oA tinge
of regret in his voive, "but you've got
to make a small sacrifiee. You've to
pay Jor your experience, you know.
how, what'y a dollurt™

e follows that ‘pww]nt ir ihe next
shop they call at where e purchased a
Yraks curtain rod, anil ineilently becomes
apprised of Lthe hard coid Fact that the
cheapest bedntead in the place is some-
thing over LU, That piece nf inform-
ativn leaves a wtilt lump in his throat.
He has come prepared to pay a fair price
for a hedstead. whivh he had worked out
at 44, with an embruideréd drape and
mosyuito net thrown in.

At another place  he learns that o

kitchen dresder atik meat safe will cost
him anything from &3 to &8 To tind
that out he pays 2a. 3d {for a plaster
image. The actual price in half a crown,
Tt the salesman magnanimonsly knocks
threepenve off, as 1he. ornament has lost
an arm; the resuli of a inll.
"I dun't kyow who U8 eupposed to
be,” is the vheerlul explanation offered
ag the young people are walking out of
the slop with it. “It might be Bobby
Burps.  You can smay it in if you like,
nobody will know any hetter. If you
stand it an the mantleshelf with a vase
a little iu fromt of it, pt‘n;nlo won't netice
that the arm is mivaing.”

Three or feur mere  walesrTovins are
visited, aud the ewuple muke for lome.
The girl lovks du»lmndt-ul. asl out of
tempér, and liokls the wiatuette by the
sontd orme after the manner of w child
wlo bur sickenil of der doll,  In her
other Land she enrtries the curtain rod
like an alpenstock. .

1ler future lord wulke dejectedly a (ew
pueewt bebind.  The pureels he in carrying
wpede hin progresk.  Under one arm 8
® deor mat rolied like a rug: s plelure
frame i shog reund hin neck like a
yoke, aml he haw & rolk of w-ll.ﬁl. er in
vither hand, From a cout porket pro-
trudes the rnd of a smell vorner brucket,
whils in fiin lop vest pocket nesties
wugly . receipt for £5. the fHrat in-
stalment an three rooms al furnitnre’ on
tha hire-purchase nystem to which be hes

worth five shil-

Any-

thought. His miod is perplexed. bes
wildered. e is trying to figure ant how
long it takes the proprietar of a furniture
shap to become a millivnaire.

THE WHOLESOMENESS O
FRUIT. - -

“NATURE'S PLEASANT LAXATIVE.®

Doctors agree in candemning the use of
strong  purgatives. They irritate and
inflame, and leave the system weaker than
they found it, The only opening medicine
yeu should ever take is a whaolesome
Jaxative. Your doctor will recommend
California Syrup of Figs, descri by
those who know and appreciate i13 bland
and soothing action as '* Natuze's Pleasant
Laxative.'' i

Itis pleasant to the taste, pleasant in
action  and satisfactery in results, It
cleanses the system completely and gently,
and leaves jt permanently benefited. Ng
figs but the lusciows blue Californi
variely are used in California Syrup ?
Figs: it is a wholesome and agreeabla
medicines a3 well suited to young and
Aelicate stomachs as tostrong stomachs,
removes constipation, headache, lassitude,
Ioss of appetite, drowsiness, ¢tc., without
pain or discomfort, L
. You snst have the genuine and original
article, For your protection ask cleazly
for "' California Syrup of Figs," and see
that the bine-ring trade-mark o©f the
California Fig Syrup Co. i5 on the label,

SECURITY,

TIRE -PROOF
SAFES

The ooly make
of mafe that &
livered up itago

tenta free from in-
Jury out of the grest D.B.C. fr
i Auckland In Pebroary, 180
Cntalogue aeut free on wppiicas
tlon to BECURITY HAFE CO.,
P.0. Dox 14, Auck’end. o

Tas Biandard Remedy which hasoxtlived
: the Conluriss R .
SINGLETUN'S EYR OINTMENT

Ta are since 1596
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Erslushes, Wank




