age of 7321, wina the prize of the Clash
2 and 3 section, and Mr Hayward, witl
a perceniage of 7272, the other. .

In connection with the ladder ecompet-
titiona, no fewer than 62 challenges werg
issued during the year. Of this number
three have not yet been completed from
a variety of ~evaes, four were withdrawn,
and seven we.a Won by default. Among
the uncompleted gumes are those to be
,played in the challenge issued by Mr
Miles to Mr Grierson for Rung 1, This
challenge wan delayed watil very late in
the year—it was really accepted during
the close semsou—and, upon the result of
ita games the title of club champion and
the allocation of Mr Myers® gold medal
for the holder of that title, depends. Mr
Miles has succemsindly resisied challenges
for Rung 2 from Mr Miiler and Mr
Davies. My Morgan has made the mest
progresa during the year, baving ascend-
ed from Rung 17 to Rawg 120 Mr AMoir
Nas been the champion challenger, having
issued mo Jess than 8, being successiul
in 5 of this number.

By a rather singular
lenges were auccessful in 24 cases, and
the challenged players maintained their
right to their positions in an exactly
similar namber ¢f ingtances.

While on the subject of competitions,
it muat not be omiited to mention a fact
familiar to everybody present, and par-
ticularly gratifylng to this club, viz, that
it incindes amongst its membera the
champion of New Zealand. BMr Grierson,
for the second time, has honoured himself
=nd his club by taking firet place at the
Annual Tournament of the New Zealaml
Chess  Association, held this year at
Nelson, and in commemoration of this
a presentation will be made to him in the
«course of tomight’'s proceedings.

A Smokers’ v. Neonsemokers' mateh
wae played during the year, and fortu-
nately for the Nonsmokers—or the
Sntokers, according to the point of view
—resulted in a tie. :

eoineidence, chal-

The reading of the minutes 6f the final .

meeting of the club, held on March 20tk
will remind you that shertly the club
will enter into occupation of & new club-
room, The committee regret that there
was not a larger meeting to diseuss and
decide this step, but they hope that 1;.he
larger, airier, and lesa noksy room, whicl:
it has been decided to occupy, Will please
the members and conduce to the inereas-
ed suecess of the club. . .

The menibership of the club at the end
of the year was 8{, 47 full, and 13 hon-
orary membera, The commitiee regret
to record the loss to the club by death
of Mr J. 0. Barnard, and by resignation
of Mr Vincent Rice, and Rev. A. Miller.
Mr Rice wae an ol member and officer
of the club, and Mr Miller an euthusias-
tic and skilfut player.

Application has been made for the
fortlicoming congress {o be heid at Auck-
land during the Exhibition period, aml
there 1s little doubt but that this re-
queat will be acceded to. Tt Is hoped
ihat entrants will ba attracted from
‘Australia, and that the tournament will
be a memorable one.

Your committee has met on 12 ocea-
eions, the iollowing being lle attendance
of members:—

Rev. H. B. Wingfield, 7; Mr {rierson,
7; Ar Harland, 1; Mr Harvey, 12; Mr

Miles, 7; Mr Wilson, 7; Mr Morgan, 115 °

Mr Wright, 10; Mr Sachs, 3; Mr Free-
man, §; Mr Layland, 12.

The prospecta of the club for the zes-
sion entered upon are excellent—the
treasurer will present a saiisfactory bal-
ancewheet presently—and the committes
hope that all the membera will work
together for the good of the club, and
that its fourishing condition may be
maintzined. :

Signed on behalf of the Committee,

H, BARNARD WINGFIELD,

President.
‘A, E. LAYLAND,

. . Hon. Secretary.
April 14th, 1013,

Solution ef Problem Ne. 204.
By «Arilur Moaely, Briabane.

Position: 2Q35, 5p2, IK2b1, 1pI’3, pPIR,
9%1k2pl, 253Rp, rBusBlbl.
Key mova: J. Q—Kth

—_

[

Thousands and thousands of
families in all parts of the world
always keep Ayer’s Cherry Pecto.
ral in the house, They rely on it
fer coughs, colds, wesk throats,
weak lunge. Sold in threa alzes,
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- Turf Gossip.

- By WHALEBBONE.

The atewards of the Welilugton Raclug
Club) have decided to iucrense the stakesy fur
ihe winter meeting by 600 over lust win.
ter, and have also resolved 1o restore the
#t. Leger Stukes on the autuldl prograliue.

The Rover has beem purchased by G.
Delaney, who 1 wow i Auatralia, and who
was presumably actiug for au owner on
ihe other site. The Adrvonece gelling wiil
ahortly be shipped gvross to Syduey.

Me G, G, Stead won the first New Zealand
81, Leger with the not very celebrated cult
Altair fn 1899, lu subsequent years ha
acored with Cruciform (3 top-netcher) and
Isalt. -

The Monoforts gelding Monotene wag In
the paddock 2t Avondale on Wednesday, but
had to be withdcawn from his eagagement

in the Matden Plate because no riler was.

avaijlable at the weight.

The Bpaipeen gelding Pyrmoai {3 earning
&b uhenviabie repuration, and &t present
two riders, 1. T'erclval and R. Conway, &re
recelving etiention &t the hospltal through
his failing ro negotiate the obstacles safely.

The Soult coit Marshal McDonald s im-
proving wilth every race, and when next
season rells ronnd may be found -winning a
decont race for his popular owner, Mr. Don-

_ald McKinnon. .

Two Auckland borsemen, In B. Deeley and
J. Deerey, were puccessful at the recent
Hawhe's Hay meeting, the former plioting
Zeus and Historlette to vietory, and the Iat-
ter having the wount on Flingot when he
won the Mangatarata ITurdle Race.

The Magrland-hred pacer Ribbonwood.
though Rot eiigible for the class prizes at
the Royal Agricuttural S8how in Sydney,
“won the champlonship for teotting stalifona,
He has now won more champlonships st
Bydoey shows than auy other light herness
Dorse,

Do appearanees, Kaween was the last of
the field that ome swould have selected 1o
wia tle Avondale Handleap on Wednesday,
bur, nevertbeless, the danghter of Spalpeen
rau a great race, batillng it right out te
the finlsh, and sccuriog the 20zove. attach-
ing to third position. N

After & long absence from the raciog
track, Master Theory made his reappearance
wnder itk at Avondale on ‘Wednesday, when
be was saddled np to contest the Ifandieap
4lurdles. The son of Soult made a credit-
avle showing, and shonld not he long before
he adds something to big winnlog aceount.

The Soult gelding Admiral Souit made bis
first appearance over hurdles at Avondala
on Wednesday, when he contested the ITan-
dicap Hurdle Race. The bhitherto dlsap-
polnting son of Soult made & very good
showlng for a malden, but banged the fences
a lot, and his legs suffered in consequence,

Afer her efforts at the Manawaiu meet-
ing, the Weltington-owned mare Aema wag
thought to hold a morigage om the burdle
race at Avondale on Wedneaday, but the best
the daughter of Hiepnlak conld do was fo
run third. Arma waa showing symptoms
of soremers when ahe returned to the pad-
dock after the race.

——ar—

Cavdounls, the winner of the Syduey Cup,
1s related to several! wellknown performeri
1u this country. Hia third dam is Aurelia,
who wan got by Muskef from L’Qrient, the
dom of Alda, Maua, Francotte, Orlentale,
and olbers. Aida produced Impulse, g New
Zealand Cup winner, and Thlan, st Auck-
lgnd Cup winoee,

The 8t Awbrose gelding Viriue did oot
make a very prowising showing o hls frst
aftempt over hurdles, snd at Avondale on
Wednesday be was Jast thronghaut the jour-
ney.  Virtue jomped carcfully throoghout,
and ‘when ho galus experienco through rac-
ing, may pick up & staks or two at the llle
gltlmate game, -

t——

In declarlng hls welghta for ihe Mount
Roek!!! Handlcap, ou the second day of the
Avondale mecting, Mr. Morse put Tople in
the pride of posltlon mwith Dat. After
the ‘welghts wera lssucd, it transpired that
‘Tople was not eliglble for the race, and, aw
& consequencs, & Zlb rise all round was oo
cennsry in order 10 conform with the rules.

The Birkenhead geldiug DIreseutly, which
has bewn off ihe seene for aboat twelve
months, la to rejoln P. Jonew* team at FEI-
lerslle next week, Mr. L. B, Harris, the
owner of the geldlug, 8 contemplating &
trip to Syduey in the epring, In which case
both Presently and Toreazdor wlil be taken
acvoss (o the other alde, And glven an
opportunlty to measure sirldes with  the
Austeallan cracks.

Labour Day gave aueother disaphwinting
Adizplay in the Mawke's Bay Cup, finlshing
out of a place, while, on the second day of
the Hawke's Bay meeting she caine to grief
through falllng over Canute while con-
testing the Burke Memorigl Handicap, The
daughter of Soult may yet repay Mr. Lowry
for the money he has expended en ber, but
at present she can safely be wrltten down
as the best-sold mare that has raced fn the
Domlnion for some tlme.

The aupport accorded the 1nvercargill
non-fotallsator trottlug meetlng, Rays A
fSouthlund paper, 1s not as good as might
have heen expected, seeing the lorge num-
ber of trotters In work in Bouthland, but
officlala of the club are to & great extent
reapoosible for mere eutries uot helog
fortheoming., A leading loenl owner in-
formed the writer thnt ne prog<awme had
“eome to Gore, and further, that he hal
made personal appiieation to the sevretary
for a prograniue, which had not come o
Land,

A unlgque proposal is under the coughlera-
ilo of the Christchurels trottivg clubs at
the present time. The ides in to hold au
exhibition trotting race 1o conuection with
a public demonstrailor which i3 to take
place during the vhit of H.M.s. New Zea-
lamd to the por{ of the Cathedral Ctty, The
suggestion s that the race should he n
handicap one of one mile and a-Bhalf, and
that the only prizes shonld be {hrce
troplies,, while the feld would include
seven or elght of the best baroess horses in
training. :

Bluestone showed greatly improved form
in hlg races at Avondule, and the son of
Rlvelight won %oth hils races In ecnvincing
style. In the Oakley Handicap his wle ap-

. peared to have romethiog of the Buke about

it, for be got & lucky Tun throuch on the
ralls, but in the Rallway 1landicap, the
concluding event of the day, he dispellsdd
this Klea, for he pever gave the rest of
the fleld a lovk in, aund simply made a one-
horse race of It,

Mark Ryan, who recently banded In his
Jockey's llcense, In order {0 get up a3 a
publle tralner, has Bbad & three-year-old
gelding by Extractor, and a three-year-oid
(geiding by Monoform, piaced in bis ebarge,
and the palc are to arrive at headquariers
next week. The one-time promiment horse-
man has pecured stables at Ellerslie, and,
now that be has made @ atart, ghould not be
long in gettlng his boxea full,

A horse that sadly Qisappoinied bis party
at A dale om Wednesday was I 34
which wus & good sccond favourite lo the
Malden Plate. 'The half-brother io Wateh-
chaln mever really got golog, and was a
long way back at the tinlsh. Too much
notire, however, should wot be taken of the
form of several of the competitors in the
Maklen Plate, howaver, for the bulk of them
had thefr chances spoltt before & furlong wam
covered, by tbe bumplng and jostliog thag
1ook place Just after the atari.

The president of the Auckland Racing
Clob, tbe Hon. B, Mitchelson, has sufl-
clenlly recovered from his recent wserious
weeldent to take w motor drive, snd on

© Thurpdey ofterncon paid s vt to {Le

Ellersile Racecovrae, and fuspected the vari-
pus works in progress, The president takes
& very keen latercst In ibe besutifylug of
the Ellersiie courwe, and bie many friends
wili be plensed to lears ibat he ls able
ence more to keep m touch with what is
golng on at headquarters,

The Boult #illy Rilerlet has won al the
thres races abe has contested at Avondale
this weason. In the spriog ebe aocounted
for the Avoudals Cup 4&nd Avondale
Guloeas, snd on Weduesday the Avomdale
Handicap 21! t0 her nhare, thése eveats be-
tog the tbree prioeipal events on the club'a
programmen. On Wednesday Bieriot waa
scot out & very warm favourite, and return-
#d the shorteat price returned In & Buopdl-
cap event jn Auckinnd Lhin peason,

Eo far Antiphone has not proved to be a
worthy descendant of 1be succeaxfnl raclug
faniliy he wprings from, and, atthough  ba
ban not raced very ofien, hia essays have
been wery disappolinting. In the Malden
Flaie at Avondale on Wednesdoy he car-
tied the confidence of his party, aud was
sent out R good favourite, but npot oncy
through the race did be appear to have a
winning chamce, aad eventually Snlslied out
of a place. Time may do & lot for Antl.
Phone, but at present he {5 & good many
removes from firat claas.

It la agoin stated that It has been des
Aultely declded to retire Lady Medallist,
and that ebhe will go to St. Savin. As Lady
Mednlllat’y slre, Bt. Alwyne, 1s o grondson
of S§t. Bimou, avd St Sarin i by St. Simon,
that sounds fairly close breedivg; but it s
oniy patural Mr "B, J. Craven'' should be
inctfned to experimeat to some extent with
hls very fine stallion, whkich has already
been repreacnted LY two wioners In Eug
lund, Mortenwsla nccounting tor two races
and Durbar one last season. Lady Medal-
liat proved & protltnble purchase on “Mr
Craven’s” purt, as she won Lim well on
towarda £6,700 in prize-money In her variouy
races, aud i s updervtood bic scored heavlly
in the way of bets when she won the Canl-
figld Cup,

Backers pever seem tired of making Trl-
poll favourile fur the racea she contests,
angd in iwo-thirds of ihe cvents she has
statied in this peason she bas heen abt the
head of the gnotatlvas, bul has yet (0 make
good,  In the Chevalicr Handlcap, st AvoD-
dale, on Wednesday, she carried a lot  of
money, but was never seen.  Ller rider, how-
ever, struck trouble in tbe race, for, in ad-
dition to getiing buwped on to the ralls, was
bit in the eye by & sod throwu back by
one of the other horses, and copseguently
wag unable {0 do h!s mount justive.

The recent showhigs of My, J. R, Reld's
colt Rindldo adda furtlker t{o the pusele ap
1o which 1z 1the champion 1wo-year-old of
the season, and It is a thousend pitiea that
Soltano, Mowhbray, Rinaldo, and Nightwatch
all At and well could not be dbrought ta-
geither gver alx furiengs., It is a long time
shure four suchk goud coits bave heen seen
sut 1n the oune geasen, and thelr meeilng
would ereate unlversal istersst. Probabiy
the quariet wlll have thely first meeiing a9
{hree-year-olde in the Gext Geext Northern
Derby, which s the first classieal race of
importance in which all grc engaged,

The lalest improvement at Avondale, that
of providing a separate enclosure <o enabis
tralnera to sedkdle (Beie horses for thelr en-
gagemenia withont any sutslde ioterference,
Is gne that eould be copled with sdvantage
by olber clubks, and wore  especlally  tho
Auckignd Raciug Club.  On sl the courscs
previonsly, aud Xilerslle kn particular, train-
ery, eapecially those who had to get the
favourite ready, have been subjected to ail
gorts of annoyance by people crowding round
and, Is namwhery of cases, actuaily fiillng the
box whila the horpes were being saddied.
Al) this sort of thing 1he eoclosure at
Avondale prevents, and it is, withoot doubt,
one of the most adeanced Inprovements
effceled on apy course lo revest years.

‘The Works Commbttee of the Awuckland
Raciog Club visited the Ellermlie racecourse
on Thursday, avd looked over ilwe variouw
works s progress. The forming of the
now entraunces Is being pushed oo with all
posaible haste, and, though there Js An enor-
moua amouut of blasting to be dope, in
order 40 remore tho large guauiity of solid
rock Lhat bas to be shified, very satlsfactory
progress la being made, ‘The joug spell of
Hue wealher has greatly nssisted operatlons,
and ihe completion of tho big jub in time
for ibe summer meeting I8 now practically
assured, When finished, the entrances will
be sastly ibe best lo the Dominlen.

Mr. W, Casey, the contrmctor for the erec-
tion ¢f the mew stairway to the top of the
majn stand at Ellerslie, haa mado a atart
owith the work, wod a lorge stul of men
will be put on in order to bavo everything
in readloess for the A R.C. Wioter Meetlog.
‘The wtalrway, which i an oumwlde oue,
begins about the widdle of tho oid publl-
can’s booth, mod goes io ilo coruet of the
puliding, then turna at right augles, and
runs alvng the eud of the stapd to the top.
The grade ls & very wasy one Irom tep to
pottom, snd, o3 the atairwey will be 9ft
wide, thers should bs wo complaiot as to
the moans of access provided fur thoss who
wish Lo view the racing trom Lthat peolot

a—

A pumber of brood@ marew, wobroken
horwen, atd borses In tiraining wers sub-
milted st sucllon at Palmerston North
an  acrount of Mr D, Dbulck, MP,
and other owoers. There won & large at-
tendance at the ring side, but boyere ware
conaplcoous by thelr absecce, and a sumbar




