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Problein of Native Land Rates.
X every district where Native [and

existy, tho difficulty of <ollecting .

rated i3 so acute as ta call for
prompt attention. So long &s the
rated are not collectable it giyes an un-
fair advantage to the Native owners,
and places an ‘inequitable burden om
FKuropean owners, who have shown some

persistency of late in securing an aifera-

tion of present couditions, The clerk ot
the Rangitikei County Council hus
offered the following suggestions:—{a)
That the individualisabion of
lands should be carried out as exped:-

tiously ay possible; (b) that individuat- -

ised native lands should be placed upon
the same footing as FEnropean native
lands i regard to rating; (¢} that the
.‘\'glua!,ion ‘Department should be Bup-
plied with the fullest information ob-
tainable in regard to all native lands,

and that individualised lands showld be

rofered under ‘a distinet heading upon
the vahuntion roll; (d}-that some system
should be devised whereby the rates on
all native, other than individualised
lands, may be secured to the local body
in the same way that survey charges.are
secured, and without the need of any
Court proceedings. The Minister for
Nalive Lands has indicated that the
suggestions will receive due considera-
tion. The suggestion was offered by the

Rangitikei County Council some years -

#go, and has since Leen mede hy other

tounty councils, that no transaction in

any nakive land should be approved by
any. Native Land Board, Lawed Court, or
other  authority dealing with mnative
landg, unless all rates have first been
paid on the land or secured on hehalf of
the local body.  This very troublesome
question was brought before the Prime
Alinister at Hawera, and mention was
made of the case of a farmer in the dis-
trict who was holding 2,000 actTes, aad
rultivating and grassing it; but not one
penny by way-of rates did the country
* get from it. Mr Mussey said that legis-
lation would De introdyced next session,
and that matters would be placed in a
much more satisfactory condition, so far
a3 county coancils were concerned. -
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The Teaching Profeasion.

It is unforiunately s fact that Lhs
teaching profession is not attracting a
fufficient number of capable men and
Womea to fill the positions created by
the growih of population and the spread
of schools to distant and isolated dis-
tricts, -The profeasion is not popular,
because the reward for efficient servies
13 not equal to the work involved, and

quite unsatisfactory campared with otheér.’

channels of employment. The ineviteble

yosult &8 a scarcity of qualified teachers,’

«od the employment of uncertificated
nod inexperienced teachers. This appears
to be the position fhroughout the Do-
fminion. In Auckland it has been sug-
gested that the evil can Do parily
remedied by setting wp * oblervation
acliools,” wlhere the unquslified wmay re-
ceive instruction. The inspectors, la re-
porting on the matter, point oub thag
A tonsiteralle number of uncertificated
teachers now.engaged are incapabls of
discharging efficiently their jmportant
duties, Many of them are without
knowledge of the atandard of mtimiz-
Mmeont and efort reached by the bett
sthools, anud so are unableg to realive their
0w limitationa, Most of them, more-
ofer, are so far removed from centres
whers the more efficient schiools are in
operstion that it would be both costy
aad §ncouvenient to require ithem ta

a -

[

native .

make use of sich schoole for purposes of
ohservation, It iy from a visit to the
small sole-charge school that they would
derive most benefit; but this type of
school, owing te ity isolation and the
small salary it carties, does not, as a
rute, atirack the kind of teacher likely

to act #3 a model and aa inspiration te |
the inexperienced. A& few small schools :

scattered about the _district in con-

venient centres and staffed by specialty

selecked’ and  highly efficient teachers

would afford the facilities reguired. U

course the inepectors recommen:l good

solaries, .. . - S
o % 2

Earnpst Werkers. .
Necessarily the Inspectora, who lhave
had practical esperience of teaching,
have a eympathetic word for the enthu-
sinstic band of teachers who agaimat dif-
#icultien and di are doing

efective work. In their annual report

the Inspectors admit:— )
“We have been obliged, during the
course of our report, to apeak somewhat
freely and disapprovingly of certain mat-
ters connected with work in the schools,
1o express disappointment at epnditions
we found obtaining during the course of
some of our visits, to find fault with
methods, and to complain of inattention
to needed details. Though all this has
become mecessary in our review of the
years work and in our efforfa to point
oub the better way, we are fully alive to
the fine apirit of earnest enthusiasm
which permeates the service and finds
exprepyion in the Tesplute effort and
aplendid work so frequantly met with,
AVe feel more sirongly as each year
passes llow much we all owe to those
men and wemen in our service who la-
Dour so cheerfully, so persistently, so
earnsstly, so successfully—often in the
face of difficwlty, disappoiniment, dis-
couragement, oppasiiion — to train and
educate our young people, and so pre-
pare them for the responsible duties of
cilizenship by developing ibat eense of
serviee ou which the welfare of the com-
munity ullimaiely depends.” -
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An Trremediable Wirong.

At 33 an 0ld grievance that children in
dairying districts are requiréd io do such

" heavy Iabour at hwme that.their school

studies suffer lamentably, and thaf their
mental and physical equipment are un-
equal to the etrain. Just as often as the
eomplaint 8 voiced by sthool teachers
and others in a poeition to judge, it is as
often elaltenged by those interested di-
yaotly wnd indirectly. Tha subject has
Deen reviewed by the Aockland Educa-
tion Board's inspectora, who ought fo be
cagnisant of the genersl conditions and
euiliciently eareful in criticism as not &o
overstite any exiting evil, -The inspes-
tore apeak vory emphatically in condem-
nation of tha tasls imposed on clildren
concerned in dairying. “It not infre-
quently happens,” report the inspectors,
“that anch children are obliged to work
an hard, both before and after achool,
thet they are guite unfitted to undertake
profttably ths work demanded in the
echool, with the reeult that their phyai-
cal, ss well s thoir Iniellectual, develop-
meni B grisvouwsly retarded. -1t w to be
regretted that parents,-and the commun-
ity gemerslly, do not recognise thess
facts, and are not more fully alive to
their duties and reaponsibilities, To ex-
act from children labour se continmoun
that the bleom and vivaciHy of childhood
Lngere but a fow short yrams, and jeaves
behind {t prematurely tired litlle men
and womws-—e wight unpleasant to be-

" hold in mp young and premsing e coun-

try — 8 an ‘irremedialle wrong to the
chiddren and a menace to the welfare of
the State” :
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Organised Terrerinn.
%o far the Asquith Cabinet. has fuiled

ingloriously to stem the tide of fanaticeal -

militaney. . Organised Jawlesaness is atill
@ menace 1o preperty, to certainaervices,
and to peaceful citizenship. Just what
the end of it all is goihg to be i3 the
question that geriously confronts. ihe
Heme folk. These women are danger-
ously irrespomsible i their aggresaive-
ness anrd manizcal ih their defiance of
the iaw. While drastic action fa neces-
sary, it is particularly puzzling to evolve

-an effeetive retafiation $o such organised -
terroriom. - The wholesale .destruction of -

property, the deliberate firing of pillar
Yoxes and rvesidemces of politicians, and
perpetration of other outrages can not
any longer be tolerated, But up to the
present these violent sulfragettss have
trimnphed in an inglorious campaign of
deatruction. It may be thet the lomg-
suffering public will turn and meet the
militants with their awu weapons. That
would be lamentuble, but would no
doubt bring the militants to {heir senses
in very quick time. .
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Omt of Proportion. B

Those in eontrol of technical educa-
tiom in Auckland are asturally anxious
to Pmn'de saitable accommodation an
-equipment for a  rapidiy-developing
enterprise. For years a technical achool
at Auckland consisted of inadequate and
iaconvenient premises, located on differ-
ent sites, but deapite discourapgement
and disadvaatages, the work grade aur-
prising headway. Population has heen
growing and industries expanding, and
coincident a demand for skiled artisana
and competent workers of Dboth sexes,
The Techuical Scehnol in turning out the
right material attracted attention, and
the youth of the city clamoured for ad-
misaion. But the accommodation avail-
able waa lamentably insufficient. Many
intending pupils could not be enrclled.
Evea mow,. with 4be fine wup-to-daie
atruetnre there is not enough room to
meet all requirementa, Another storey
or two is neceasary, as well as more
equipment, and =« furither grant of
£35,000 iy imperative, The Depariment
is 40 be asked to graut this big sum

not only hecause it i urgeutly wanted '

for uninterrupted development of tech-
nicnl education; but because in compari-
eon with other centres it i3 wel merited.
A table compiled showa that in 1he.
matter. of grauts. reckoned on & popu-
Iation liagis, Auckland is lower on the

Tist than any of the other three cities,
uid lower than seme of the smalier
centres. The comparison s intereating:

o .
ag
Town & N E.i

—_ - :

= o b )
54 31 3B

Anckland 1 "= 7 ot

nek v MM, TN

Welllngton o Tl.-‘iz.' ‘3&2 g 1(11
ngnedfn o GO0 10,627 8 8
Infrchureh . 004 14,588 34 8
}(nve-rru;gﬂl s EG,REM 44 7T 8
‘apier « 117380 BrG: 11 8
Fellding .. 2,020 Zu26 18 2

. When analyeed, these F res
indicate that Aucldandg“hn e]el:erelﬁ
a\eglectt:d, despite persistent application .
for asaistance. If Aucklund had becn
a3 favourably treated as Christchurch
for m'stmme, a further £15,000 is due:
That i on & popalation busta; on even
termts with Napier, £58,000 is due, or
the_name a8 Feilding, £84,000 should be
avu.hl:le_, It ¥ eurely time Aucklaad
got & feiv ahare of granta for techaiom)
cducation, . | .
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A Liberal Leader. -

'&m' the defoat of hs Wackenpee
.(-over'nm_e{:t Hie Literal party, disunited
E“ opposilion, Bas been without a leader.

Le position obviously iz not easy o
fill. Now that &ir William HeH-Jones is
1‘eh1rn§ng to the Dominion aiter his ab-
sepes in England me High {ommissioner,
an unauthenticated statement’is made to
the effect that Le will be adtected to
leni. Sho present Opposition, This aug-
gestion, emanating from a strongly par-
tisan Reform paper, has been promptiy
and definitely repudinted. 1t is admitted
that Bir William ie a veteran politician,
with yeara of Ministeriid experience, aud
temporarily Prime Minister, but hig ad-
vancing years is against vigorous leader-
ship. In addition, it is urged that
capable ag'he may &e, he is not the moet
capable of the men associated in the
Liberal party. - Mr (. W, Ruesel, who
haé been regarded as an Rapirunt for the
vacant ‘position, declures emphaticaliy
that S Joseph Ward is the only pos-
6ible Baan for the lesdership, and that iwc
wilt receive a unaniinous request to ae-
cept ihe position.
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Dissatisfied Folicemam.

New reguiations recently introduced
have created & pronounced feeling of die-
satisfaction amongst the nustriped mem-
bers of the police force, and they are
alnost in open rebellion. This i3 shown
by the movement in Auckiand townrds
tite formation of am association, in deti-
ance ef the regulations, snd the freely-
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