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A Monarch v’vith\Inﬂu‘ence._
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King Charles, the Most Influential and Impressive
Potentate in the Balkans, has made Roumania
Modern, Peaceful, and YWealthy, and raised

the Finest Army in Europe. :

LONE amoug the potentates ranl-
fng an imlcpendent realu carved
from a elice of Turkey, Charles,

King of Rowmarnis, kept ont of
tlie war ia the Balkans, Jis Majesty,
indeed, repudiates ile netion that he is
a Balkan king. He k3 reputed the fiere-
est foe among the sany enemiea of Czar
¥erdinand of Bulgaria. Time and again
lLas it been proclaimed that when Fer-
dinand forces s way into Conastan-
tingple, Charles will march into Eofla.
The whole policy of King Charles is

ased upon the theory that whatever
aggrandizes ¥Ferdinand menaces Rouma-
nia. The feud of these potentales has
long kept the Ralkaus alive with Tu-
moeurs, row of {heir reconciiiation, again
of iheir approaching clash. They are, as
the “Figara® ¢f Parls thinks, a well-
mateled pair.  Their external-earcers
run parallel, although theic peraonalities
xra at opposite polea. Like Ferdinand,
Charles eume ta a country in the lust
stuges of deswlation, torn, as the Loundon
“Outlook” remarks, by internecine dis-
arnsions, the prey of rapacious feudal
aristocrals. When He made dis trium-
phal entry into Bucharest as a dashing
young prinee, Chiarles found an army dis-
orgaunised, a bureaucracy corrupled, &
Peasantry degraded and & patrician caste
rmmordl and inefficient.  In the forly-
seven years of his reign, Charles has
made Roumania modern, peaceful, weal-
thy. Once the cockpii of easiern Europe,
decupied again and again by Turk, Rus-
sian and dusirian, Houmania hes risen
to power, to glory and even to inteliec-
tmal distinerion ze & land of poets, ar-
tista and stateemen. e T
King Charles, who aprings from a
braneh of the [fvhenzollerns older even
thaw the dyuasly now yuling Prussia,
feluing in hin old age the slimness, the
nervous enerpy, fhe artistie tastes and
evert the skill with the foils that wera

Thisg as Prince Chatles  Eitel -Frederviek
. Zephyrin Lowws, -He shows no trace of
that fant e amd visionary spirit whicle
cend {o te his rival Ferdinauod,

eentro o

ut, a3 the Vi eue Freie Prease™
¢lls u4, Ferdinaud is withont the discre-
ivn, the gravily and the humanitarian
iestinet of Charles, Ierdinand wants the
‘iﬂm stage. Charles prefers to
manage tlie show. The difference be-
{weer {hem W additiorally conspicuous
Lhivough the fact tuat Ferdinand is al-
ways pushed for moncy, whereas Charles
'{llalua into no extravagance and pays all
Lills prompily. Charles, too, showa per-
fect placklity and poise, avoiding the
speelacular, huving few intimates and
1on-ing no ieeucs. Jll8 one passion is the
rmy, and here, perlups, he 8 very like
fenliu‘.nu].

But Charles is not at all

$ager to have n gaily dresaed, parading .

ad conspicnons army, like Ferdinand's,
The Roumanian trceps ave known only
through the regorts of ailitary experts,
who pronounce them ihe finest in Eu-
Tope. No “pipe clay" in tolerated.

The itfluence of the Queen of Rouma-
nia — that Princers Elizabeth of Wied
who i known to all {le world 28 Carmen
fylva—way explain Lhe eagerness of the

court of Bucharcat to educate the
Mmassen, At .any rate, Charles is the
mest  pedagogicul  potentale o any

Iirone. 1f his passion is the army, his
relaxation is the schoule. Teacliug and
the paraphiernalia of education engross
him alwaya. XNothing seema to afford
Wim rich delight as the primer and the
elementary grammar. e hHas get up
#choola in the wildest and least acces-
#iblo portions of lis duminione for the
children of peasants who thenselves have
hever sren & bouk. Wlen Lravelling in
Roumania, that cloxe student of Lthe Bal-
kans, Edith Sellors, chanced to visit &
village Rigi ap in the Carpathinns, whera
In winter “walven and even bears have
pUlL Lo be reckoned with”  To ket amaze-
meat, she found in these wilds a large

boul with well-appointed cluss roams.

‘lie Goyw and girls Lad not a ahoe or
stacking amang tliem, while their garh
‘wea rips. They could all read, write,
and reckon. They eould reecits try
and impark an amasing mam of informa-

tion about the United States, about the
nioon aud abeut radium. The 6ysiem be-
hind this is the personal creation of
Charles .

Now that iley hehoid the fruils of his
unremitting labeuwrs for their welfare,
the Roumanians, writes Micn Sellera in
‘The Fortnightly Review” {[.ondon), no
longer clamour for e deposition, no
longer march upon the capital with
threats to belead him, He need no
longer walk arned from head to foot,
constantly on Fuavd lest a comspirator
amang the rerritorl aristocraey siab
hin in the back. His potiex, which once
mude Bueliarest the most turbuient spot

i Europe, hag heen ernwned witiv sme- -
- cesa, and ihe threne s safe. T

€re wWie
a time,” ohaerves the lady, who knows

A HOMENZOLLERXN WITIl THE BREED-
ING UF A ROURBOXN,

Jer sulject well, “when he wha & now
Tajled as his country’a saviour wae dub-
bed tyraut, was held np to public exe-
c¢rution aa a triitor, and had every form
of Imsult hurled at Lim.” Time was
when even the members of the Minwtry
eneered at the King in the Royal pre-
wence iteelf and made arraugements in
contemplation of his fight, 1le was
threatened with the loss of hie throne to
hin fuve, lle wum retuinded of whati had

happenel to lim kimman, Maxiwilian, .

in Mexien. “There is probably not an-
other Frince alive to-day,” writes Mies
Bellera, “who, lad lLe been ireated aa
King Charles wna treated by a section
of Lim subjecln, during the firat six yenrs
of his raign, woull nut have shaken the
dust of Ronmania from his feet.” Bei-
dom had the trait of temacily, which pre-
eminently characterises the King, been

-put i 8o severe & Lewt. The qualily waa

manifeated in another aphera 1hirough tha
paing it cost bim to aequire the dialect

- ibat is pronounced enchanting.

of the Roumanian peasaniry. It je a
most bafling idiom, but the King man-
tered it after nine patient years. There
i said to be mo part of Wallachia and
Moldavia in which he cannet make dim-
eelf understaod in the local lingo.

The temperament, the personal eharm
and good looks of the King of Roumania
are fnherited from the Beauharpais, the
faseinating family into which the great
Napoleon married when Josephine be-
came his wife. King Charles, eays the
Paris “Matin,” haa {he exquisite softnesa
of the Beauharnais manner, the ineffadle
sweelnees of the Beanharnais emile, the
inexpressible grace of the Beauharnaia
deportment. They are all a direct inherit-
ance frem that Stephaznie Beauhrrnais,
who was the great Napoleon's adopted
daughier and of whom the King of Rou-
‘mania is grandson. He has bher swim-
ming eyes, we read, and her peneive mel-
ancholy, her impeneiralle reserve and, to
be guite candid, her unconguerable ob-
etinacy. .

To the Beauharnais blood in him must
be ascribed, the French daily infers, the
abuence of certain domineering iraits
“conspicuous in the Hohenzollerns. Thus
the King of Ronmnania lacke that eense
of personal intimacy with God which the
. Prussian dynasta ean never forget. King
Charles meets his Miniaters ypon the
simple equality exipting among gentle-
men. The instinets of the gentieman, wea
read, are all his - impeccable politenees;
An easy and unimposing manner, a de-
light in the amenities of life and a tact
He v &
irue Beanharnais in Lis love of Lhe soci-
ety of literary men and artists, with
whom he corresponds freely. ~ His per-
eonal tastes are deciledly French in-sirch
matters za readieg and the theatre. His
marala, a8 ia pointed out by the same
authoriiy, are not French in the Bonrhor
sense. Charles i@ emphatieally a “reapect-
able” King, with decided ideas regarding
the sanctily of marriage and the impori-
ance of religious faith. Although » Ho-
- henzollern, he comea, as Blica Eellers
points out, from the democratie branch
of the family, the Roman Catholie. He
tias set his face ngainst the traditiomul
immoralitica” of garrison life, frowning
upon 4duels, upon cards and upon the
iype of officer whose gallaniries are no-
torious. The tone of eourt life at
Bucharest is, in truth, prononnced Purl-
tanicai in the early Victorian sense and
the King is anything but pepular with
gilded youth. The piety ﬂmf eeems to
come over Bonapartes in their old age ie
#£aid to be Lis in a dlsconcerting degree.

In ‘“the art of being King’ as the
Freneh eall it, Charles invarinbly excels.
Balkan wonarche are ofivn laughed at in
the more ancient ecapilals as parvenuns of
the worst description, flamboyant, loud,-
vulgar, Peter, of 8ervia, for example, in
sncered at as o newly rieh, Nicholad of
Montenegro ia called a anere press agent.
Ferdinand of Bulgaria seems the slrut-
ting actor. George of Greece la hum-
drum and bourgeois. Charles of Rouma-
nia alone impresees the French dailies as
# real king in the finely roval sense—.
distingnished in Learlng like the Haps:
burgs, handaome like the Bourbons, regal
like the Braganzes, suggesling a Tace of
superior beings tike {he Mohenzollerns,
and yet inoffemsively eondescending like
the dymasiy en the British throne. He
ie the only Balkan king, we read, {co,
who "makes an etiguette.” His snbjeela
eopy hia clothes if they want to be fash-
ipuable and imitate his manners if they
wieh to éeem well bred.” There I8 8
eomething in the atmesphers of aociety
at Bucharest which proclaims the pres-
ence of a member og ong of the great
Xuropean dynasties. If Charles goes to
Rome, to” Berlin or to 6% Petersburg, he
is received by potentates thers upon a
plane of equalily as one legilimately
among them, To wes the jargen of this
subject, “he belongs.” Poor Peter, King
of Servia, who lived so0 long ia & cheap

boardinghonee on money Lorrowed from -

his tailor, very obviously does not “be-
long,” while Nicholag of Alontenegro is
palpably a laughing-stock.  ¥erdinand
goes aboui wilh such a retinne of gam-
Lless, that the couria he visils are im-
pecuniousd for weeks after. Moreover, be
in very poor pay. Hia billa are enormous,
but the tradesmen of Parie find it dard
to eollect. In details of this sort Charles
of Roumanin remembers Lthat punctuality
i@ the courtesy of Kings. Iie never hag-
gles over Lha prica of & picture and mo
member of his snite triea to borrow your
money.,  Furtlhermore, he undersiands
the wsa of a knifse and fork, and not
every Balkan king liae got that far.
" Nicholas of ‘Monienegro ate spaghctii in
Ronio with hie fiugers at the palace?
Tho clvilisation, the eultura and tha
courtesy of ihe court of King Charles

in,
-iha%ihml courtesy and looking warily tao

have been .mainiained, according to
Frevch dailies, in the face of all sorts of
infloences {ending to sulvert them, JLife
at Bucharest is voloured by the demora}-
ised state of the Boyars, or great land-
lords. Their tone @was destroyed by =
long subjeciion to the Turk. The me-
mens they were freed—and ireed by the
succees of (‘harles himarlf—they became
the most extravagant, the most dissolute
and ihe wost Juxurious of all existing
aolilities. They lived upon their rents,
rackivg an illiterate peasaniry. The life-
work of King Charles has been the civl-
lisation of this element. -Bet over um
atistoeracy plunged in sloth aud vice, he
established a literary and puritanical
courf, Surrounded by men with the
morals of Moslemns, he Lived like & Chris-
tian gentleman. His Queen won &
Wworld-wide fame as a.writer while living
amaong savages. The Crown Prince, wh
happens fp be the King's nephew, baa
taken kis cue from Charles. The ladieg
of the courl—tihat s, the Princessea—
live aceording 1o those standards which
etiguetie sets for royal families in -
land. Thea aggressive correctnese of dé-
portment, the rigid cbscrvance of form
and ceretony and the Paritanical pro-
priely at court are eaid to be as irkeome
to the royal family as to the Boyoars.
The flood of barbariam all about haa left
the Koumanian King no alternative. Bun-
day Ia rigidly observed at court. Dress
is preseribed for every oceasion, and
there can be no depariure from conven-
tionality. Literature and the arts are
eystematically patronised, Manoers mus
he civilised. Tt is all bewildering to the
Boyars, who are a drinking, swaggering,
and &penithriit lof, prone io extraeling
the last c¢oin ihat can bz wrung from
their tenanta., ., *
Nothing in the carcer of King Charles
hae Bo surprised Europe, however, as his
inpetivity in ihe whole Balkan erisia, Ta
it poapible, asks tie Paris “Figara,” that

Charlea has abandoned Lis rele of the

policeman of ihe Ealkans? Or has hé
eome to some agreement wilh Ruseia?
The unexpected honear recenily confer-
red npom Charles by the Czar—the rank

-+ of field marshal jn the Ruesian army—

in commemoration of the fifiieth anni-
versary of his accession 1o the thvone of
Roumanig, j8 interpreted as a hint. Amid
ihe darting eurrents of eonjeciure
Charles steers his course serenely, keep-
] his ewn esunsel, maintaining hia

the equipment. of one of the finest armies
in Europe. -

————————

- Piua X. ban forbidden smokiig in the
Vatican, and the guards, chamberlaing,
and attendants are disconsolate. Not
even in the privacy of their own cham-
bere are they aliowed to puff their
cigarettes or pipes. The Fope, in conge-
quenca of a severe cold, has hlmself
abazndoned smoking, and, like Leo XLII,
contents himwell with snuff. American
tobacco factories formerly sent the Pope
annual presents of tobaces. e has now
requesied them to stop sending cigars
and pipe tobacco, but to send snuff in-
stead.

Take Ayer's Sarsapa-
rilla. No alcohol, no
stimulant. A strong nerve
tonic. A blood purifier.
An aid te digestion, -

" Apartments Vacant.

THE MANSIONS

WIIITAKER PLACE, SYUONDS STREET
. AUCKLAND,

One minute from car. Superior Accommo-
dation for.¥Tourists and Permabents.
Phone 2724 MIS. CARTER

& BU RWDOD "PRIN(‘EB BTREET

foverlooking Alhert Park), AUCKLANI,
Fxtenslve additivos and improvements navh
Just been completed, making thin ewtablshs
ment one of the most comforiable and upe
to-date houses for visitors to the oftyy
Bplendld situation and mont convenlenk
Terms molerate.—MHRY HEMUS, FProprie
irean. 'I'hona 1484 N

" STONEHURST,”

AYMOXDR STREET, AUGCKLAND,
NEW ZEALAND.
ETRICTLY FIRAT CLARS BNARD ANMD
RERINENCE,
I nm: “Bloushurst, Avcklaasd ™.
MILB ALBEUT A. BROWN,
Telephons 304, .




