- The

s Week]y’

~ -
S

Some _Thnl]mg BEEO
A Adventure |

p ——

By DAVID

A. PIATT

How an Indnma officer put d'own on epidemic of crimes of violence in o chain of -
rmeay construction canps, brwg“ order out of lawlessncsa, and dcﬁed even
the emissaries of the dreaded “Black Hand” Society

MODERN American railway con-
struction camp presents many
of the problenms which had to
be met in the early' daym by

A

_ tlie intrepid men who assumed the haz-

ardous task of evulving order out of
chaos in the cattle towns and mining
campe of the Far' Western frontier of
the United Statew. Inhabited maindy
by low-caste foreigners, negroes- avd .
whites, many of whom are fugitivea from
justice; and practically all of whom are
Jawbeea and mtractable, it requires a man
of superior courage, daring and tact to
gnceceefully keep down the &sorder
which ntherwise is almosh certain to
manifest iteelf. =

Such & man = ‘iherlﬁ Ora M. Slater,
of Lawre‘ncebmg, Indiana, who, appar-
ently, has never known the meaning of
fear; During many yeara of active sey
vice ss a law officer, Slater has made
eountless arrests of (]ed'pe'mte chracters,
fearlesaly faced death in several forms,
and successfully defied even the dreaded
“Black Hand” Sociely. R

It was several years ago, whep the
Clevelind, Cincinnati, Chicago, and St.
Louis Railway Company was improving
ite right-of-way between Lawrenceburg__
Junetion and -Sunmans, Indiana, "that
Sluter-first won signal distinction as a
Lrave and resourceful officer. - -

The score of campa established alnng
the line of communication by the Shutt .
Improvement Company and various eub-
eontractors were ichabited by Greeks,
Ijunganana, Tialiana, mnegroes, and
whites. Sanguinary enruuntera were of
almoat daily occurrence, highway rob-
bery was common, riots were nol um-
usual, and murderda became 0 freguent

® tbat the vicinity where the tent-villagra

etond ja said to be a veritable cemetery -

penple by victima of vielence. Much of
Ulie lawlrasness that prevailed was due
to the illicit sale of liguor. and upon
Coestible Slater devolved the task of
eliminating this evih

Chief among the "hont—]eggen-
the men engaged in the urlawful traflic
are called) operating in that section
wué & deiperado mamed Allen. Allen,
owing 1o o personally-disseminated re-
port that lie had been identified with a
noted faction of Kentucky fewdists, en-
joyed ‘the reputation of being a “bad
man® Therefore, when he passed arro-
gantly. throogh the camps, bearing huge
pasolene eans filled with what he face-
tiously termed “liquid disturbanee,” mo

effort was made to arreat him,

Acting in conjunction with Colonel Z.
W. Drake, claim agent aud special offi-
cer of the Shutt Improvement Company,
Slater - speedilv accumulated sufficient
evidence io juatify the jesne of & warrant-
for Allen’a arrest, which he speedily wet
ahoul effecting.

The “boot-legger” and his wife, a
large, - rawboned, mand sinisterlooking
woman, occupied an old log-cabin amid
the Dearborn County: hilla, and there
Wllen kept him stk of contraband
liquor. - Thig antiyuated abode had been
rendered practically impregnable, and
the fact that both the desperndo and
Lis wife were at all times heavily armed
nffered an additional obetacle to taking
either of them Ly aurprise. However,
ione afternoon Slauter and Colonel Drake
concexled themselvea between tha pair
and their sironghold, and, getting the
"Jrop,” placed beth under arrest, The
officery alao confiscaled & quantity of
whisky wlhich the “boot-legger” was
conveying by drgrnm t«n the nearrat
earps, -

- Allen wai mlJudng gm‘ﬁly, and served
wixty five duys in the Dearborn County
Jail. When released lis vowed vengeance

: «on Bamel Jones, a coloured lmbourer,
Who had been the chief prosecuting wit-
Gems in his cuse. Early on the following
morniag Jones’ headieus Lody was found
on the Cleveland, Cincintati, Ohionga,
and Bt Loula tracks near Harmons Sta-

{as

-earth.

Cmight at any woment’

’

tlon several nllléﬂ from Lawrenceburg
Junetion.

It waa believed at finst tlait the negro -

had been killed by a parsing irain, but
weverad blacks who worked on the m-
provements stoutly maintained that he
had Leen murdered, and an autopsy re-
vealed & bullet in the dead man’s heart.
Suspicion pointed to Allen, . who had
niyetericusly disappeared. '

the desperado. wes known to hava

gone to the camp invmeliately after his .

Telease from gaol, and investigation dis-
elosed the fact that be bad made guard-
ed ingquiries there a3 to the whereabou's
of the ;map whope life he had threatiened.

Slater noon ascertained that the “boot--

leggzer” haik been seen to board s west-
bound [reight-train on the morning of
the alleved murder.” However, the offi-
cer Lelieved him Lo be lurking comewhere
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Luv.nn_whurg. \\,{wn he waa innireemat-
ed: He ewuped pulu-.hanunt l.hn)uhh a
legal techuicality. o -

What Sliter considers the mo"rt thrib
ling experience of hia life was eignalimed
by a clever utruke of dip!umaq' on his
part,

Un thiv ocoasion the pay-roll of the
Shutt Improvesnent Coangany wild dnbay-
ed, arousing - violmt Heatinfaction
smong the labourers. . -

Unable to obtain w satiwfactory ex-
planution of ithe deluy, Lfty stabward
Wbourerd, umler an interpreter named
Shanmon, inavgurated & strike The
foreigners surrounded Roadmaster A. C.

" Rupp, menxcing his life and threatening

to destroy the railway property unlews
the wages were immediately forthooming.
. The Joval paymanter was unable to ae-
cede to this demam), aml the work of
demvulition begun. - Rupp at once tele-
graphed the state .of aMfaine lo Rlater,
who arrived soon after ru'ei\'ing the
Mmessage,

A number of strikers were enga,,e\l in
desdroying a signal tower near the ata-
tion, while Rupp and a hamlful of men
were flesing to the hills hefore amother
band of tle rioters, Al
were armed. Nlater verognised the fu-
tility of physical opposition, On the im-
pulse of the moment he awsayed a ruse
which was sucerssful far Deyord his ex-
peetations,

Cotnunanding Rlannon to call his men
together, he stated that he would see to
it that all differemes were speedily ad-
justed, " The inferpreter immediately

complied], and in 4 wowment the shriek-’

ing, gesticulating mob was maswed about
ithe leader, through whom the officer ex-

- . I P

Tke aﬂic(‘r aHmkcddkc neqre and J.noclrd him senadun,

in the meighbourhocd av\ntm;z ‘pro-
itious time for teturn te hx.g Tormu
unté,
Alter causing a report to be t-l Luhéml
that he bad teturned to Lawrenceburg;
the ofticer concvealed himcelf amid a

clump of undergrowth near the cabin in’

which the desperado hud lived.

About midnight Allen cawe sku]l.mg
mlong the path leadimyr do his home, . In
order to reacl this  rendezvona it wan
mecewary for him to pass under an over-’
hanging blutf, at the wwumii of which
Slater lay concealeld,

- An the “boat- leggor™
ditectly bencath i the oftiver sprang

aatride of hig shouldeis and bore lim in.
from - the. ,
shovk mad surprias. of -Thia um-xp:me:!‘

Wlhen lhe recovered

adtack, Allen found himeelf iromed..

1t 'bemg impracticable to detain Limntin
that dmmedinte viclnily, where friends
endeavourn . o
rencue hink, Slaler determined {o convey
him to gaol withont delay. U mhu-k'ling
Allen'a feet and placing the mura's of
& revelver at his bavk, he mmrehed him

" down the seven miles of iway-track to'

Treached 8 poi nt’

-works, the letder wldted;

plained lut if tl‘n-'v woiild nmbmpﬂ.ny
himn 4o Lawrenceburg he would guarantee
juntice to thew all, |

‘The men agreed to thin” pwpo-ul om,
and the next east-bound train | bore.
Hhpnnon and thicly-two of T nten 10
the county seat, .

In L.\wrvn-c'rburg Slater mmle 200 hm

onse; but the justice meted mn. to e
interpreter and his folluwers wad in Lhe
foran of heavy linea. . .

~A fow dayn after the \\Imh"ah' hrrmls
the officer received n letter mttributed
16 the Black 1lund Soviety, threstening
Ain Jife unle-w he cemued 4 dperations

" wmainat the lawlera element of the aanps,

11is next appesranee un Ahe construction
ward 'tu e tho
sigial for bim death, . - - i
Ahn\mt winuHansonsly nth th'a
threatening ~ wd-wive,” Hater'® rerrived
vrdem te proveml (o Camp Na. 1 of the
Nhutt Impro\ ement Cranpauny 'Lul arrenat
n man who bl witempiel to taks the
life of & cadnp hoin,
. Deapite the warning Le had received,

the " officer* obered - iowtructiore” sod:

1913.

the sirikera

51

aueceeded In dmpluring his man  with-
out diffiedlty,  As Shkatir, wes board
ing a trln owith hm- pr'mer the woa-
summoned to the telephone, where he
Teceived » mesmge frum some unknown
peraon, requesting Lim to come to Camp
No. 3, and investigats the theft of.a
diamond ring, Turning his prisoner over
to & locai deputy, the otficer umnsuapici-
owsly boarded s hamdcar and st cub
alone for the evene of the ulleged' rub-

Y. P . .

When about A mile from his destiua-
tion Slater wis overtaken by uu engice
having es & paasnger the surgeon of
the Shutt Improvement Conmrany, heat-
sning to warn him that tlie mowsage had
been merely & ruac to decoy him into =
mecluded opot, where several men lay in
wait to murder him. .

Angered by thie plot, blm.ter hurried by
a circuitous route to the place of
ambush, where he found five yikainams
laoking foreignems in hiding. A few.
shots from the officer's revolver put the
miscreanta to flight, and after a long
chase Jay Colain, a Dune, wna taken
into custedy. Colain wan punished, but,
the charp sentence ureted out to him
failed to effect & ces:=ation of the at-
temnpts upon Slater’s life, .

A few days aflter the arrcst of Co'ain
the oflicer wus walking alomg the rilraud
tricke near Manchester Station, Indisna,
asompanied by Jolin Gluek, an  en-
gineer, of Pittwburg, Pennsylvania, whea
& deafening expheion rent ihe air im-
mediately above them. " Both men werew
thrown violently {o the ground and
burivd beneath an avalanche of roeky
debrig,  Gluck was in-tantly Lilled, but
Slater mirdculonsly esmped.

The responsibility for this deed was
never fixed, but the cxplemion is  be-
lieved to have been a direct attempt
upon the officer’s life by the Blax Haud
Sovietr. [

Some days later, when the officer ap-
peared upon the platform of a passenger-
train at ove of the rmaller railway.
stations, a Greek npened fire with & re-
volver, several Lullets from wihich passed
in uncoemfortadle preximity 1o “hler'b
head.

Slater pramptly aprang from (lhe oat!
and prappled wilh Tis azsailat, whoy
Taviug cmptied hbs weapon, had turned

io flee. Evading a reries  of ° wicked*
knife-ilirusts,  ha  made the Greek
prisoner. The man was given the

“Third Degree” in an effont to elicid
sumething coneerning the Dlack Hamd
plot aguinet Slater, but wonld ot admit
fiz conneution. with that orminisatiom

However, witl his appreliencion, at-
tempts upon the offivers life ceased.
~Un another’ ordasion a huge  seere;

armed with two revelvens and reinforeed
by two women, alsp armed and ra
vielous aa himsell, terrorizad the pansens
gers-of a (‘lr\'ol.).uﬂ Lincinustd, Chicuge,
wigd St Louis 'train, anid, Lut for tha
tinely intervention of Shuter, would un-
doubtedly have killed or injured several

prsengers.  Petec Iliddinger, ths con-
ductor, unable 1o plasate the trin, wired
Slater to méet hix tmin at TLawrence-

burg Junction. When 1bis étation wes
renchied the nepre was engaged in tba
diverting occupation of sacertaining how
vhrse lie could shoot to pawmengens witde
tut Lilting them. The latter were hud-
dled in a frightenad group i the r(‘l‘
of one of the conchies.

Unmindful  of  the

Lullets rnt,ilmg'

" throvah the car, 1he officer attacked the

negro, h:»od\m-v him senselein, und die
armed the wowen before they recovered
from the surprise of his custanght. The
Srinoners proved to he three of l}u: worsh
characiem on Lthe railway worka. i

Anong the most nolerious and du!:,\.er'-
o of the desperades who terrorised the
corstruction camips wns  one  Dave
Campbell, alias “tiukd-Tooth Ned,” who
wus & nixture of Indian and negro. - -

Campbell kept the public in abjrot
fear, robbhyg Mmen pol women with the
prealont audavily and without repeot
for timn or place, Ho high-handed Jid
hin operations berome {hat imen wera
afraid to labour on the mlpmwmumu,
and work came to o standstill,

Messra. W, J. Oliver ond (,om;mny,
aub-eonlrotons, offured u kirge rewstd
for Catnplell®n apprehencion nnd convie-
tion, and by apecial request Sliler uoders
tovk the lusk of arresting the nman.

One nfternoon the hadf-bresd walked
down the trarks, acoompanial v & Kmllt
negrn knoewn as “Jaw-bresker,” aml *
negre-a who was belicved to be  Tes
wpuimible  for  meveral  mpaterions  dise
appearunees from the Oliver aampa. t

Slater, aware of every move made by
i wnnted mam, seermted hinmelf in the
cotilinkwaty houas of a camp near Pl'l-h
Station. 1le acnt frowm there a had,
had previoudy provea hinself a valu.lhl.
ally, to & wami-huwe pear by, whom




