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“We are the [iile folk—we!
Too little to Jove or to hate,
Leave ws alone and you'll see -
How ' we can drag dowa the Great! .
A Piet. Song—Rudyard Kiplivg-)

Y
URVES unbroken by even .a-itee,
league-long rilge vpflung ambast
IR © the faultless—thue <of va vast-sky
Llikg the heyve of e .gco}’rrful
. shoulder thollowafig snd jurely perfect
sis the bend of a'swoman's arm, and over
‘&Il nothing, no sound ju that wondrois
* xoid--of * retined - distance, b e ligtle
_woice ~of the sea- by the cliffs,' aal jhe
#rickling carpl of Innumersble larks, .all
‘jolended together in one vast ‘canopy. of
- fong—thede thinga be, peering keenly dut
rdrom th old Hinednra, beheld and beard.
HPhoy gwvehim-no. comforts, Fle. apirit
i:rt-ﬂle.phr?; the calum. sense .of auple
rtast and azsured peace suggested by, this
‘mapect as of “the aolemn slope of mi.g'hty
Jimbs aaleep,” had uo power to gnter Hio
s fierce, intalerant sonl; he who bhad
“been : born in” war, "and wonld- dik: in
sebrife, knowing o peace Letween, wltnse
wery beritage, in fart, was war; he, na-
ture's executioner, appeinted .mnd - an-
mointed as such” -what Lad lie to do with
ythe Wplrit of our imnemorial Downs?:- .
® dong. low, stundylinbed, MNverled* in
ired mahogany of the nvood above, And
Fellow of sulphir’ Lencutl, with: & head
smooth, wélgeshapad,” aud cruel; from -
- whoss pointed muzzle Hashed fangs
avliter. awd sharper than the very. Dewn-
land flinis arcund him, with evea of an
_-amazing brightness, aml in Lis gait a
atrange, Tippling, almost anake-like no-
tlon that youw shall niot-zee in any other
theast escepit “the weasel—auch was he,
dhe vikidogsatort,tie deader of the Hed
Patrol. ” DonAvs P00
Presently lia little head, peering out
of tho hole ¢ ]
para, Wwua joined 1y ansther. That waa
. his anate’s, o “trifle  amaller; about
. dwelve inches fromi Dlac colil nore to
Dlack  tail-tuft, ns againgt This fifteen
inclies;” a’ litlle "uéater in appedrance,
pechaps, if that were possible, but built -
pn, precisely similar linem, " Anon a third
esid popped out beside them, fo whicl
pdded liself a fourth, and these again
Br_era joined Ly a ffth, who hrowglit with
lim & shxtl, - thus completing flia Red
Patrol. The old dog-atoat, Lis mate, and
dour near full-grown young, all looking
~aa 1l they liad been cast inideatieal, Lut *
different-sized moulds, all of them the
dame fierce, implacable, intolerant, “close-
packed gnome engines of ‘energy.’” fearing
#aleither man, ner beast, nor devil.
t Now-that dogssteat, as the leader of
- his family, Was in"w mighty bad predicn-
muent. In the course of tlieir sojourn in

s

5 dhat Place lie and his had aliin wlmiost

. gvery living thing in 1lie old Rint ham
. And the yard and roofed ahells, all in

o Alint, withoeut, Jand what thef lad’ not
. killed they had drivew Aways Fumine,

; therefore, breathed on their mhioulders,
t  They must depart to a new hunting-
1 ground.  Yes, but your stout iz a Yover
of cover, not of the open. Does hie but
: sross a gateway he muat do so by the
rain-pipe underneath. e keepa to the
hedgerow. You never flnd him eutting
f a corner af & fAeld in the wfwn; be
®oea round. dtut herr were no lhiedge-
Tows, and the open chalk divined itseif.
There were not even flint walls, nor any
inanner of cover un tie velvet-matted,
- bheepcropprd Downland turf. 1§ they
¢ moved a hamdtal yarils hevond the elear-
oput whadaw of the burn by ey, hawks
and dega awaited Lhem, whilst by night
fhe owl, and the fux, and the hadger
wers alwaya about.  Fear they had never
heard of, hut eourage ulone eannot van-
Huish herate wix ~tinies ome's airengih,
firue, the barn:waw full q{enrn. full froun
. plekn floor to vast Aying raof, full with
‘he’ whole of the-furiune-of the yaung ¢
ken(lemian farmer renliug - that land, ™
Viat oddst At might bave been full of
are flinte for all tha uked was bﬂ‘tﬂhvm:}_
Yo} they mimt | They weve thareinas £
Mewnlled b Ahab. moment for {1l ;')ur-
e, pearing out into the cold, tean grey
BLdawn-. ;o
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in the niche of ‘the old flint -
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By F.* St .MARS.. . . .

tinunches, incidemtally muking & very
pretty, neat litile picture. It waa a

- habit common ta him— he, who had auch

a long body and euch short lega—like a
dachshund’s they were. It helped. him
to pee further than most people would
expect, [This; howeyer, was no ordinary
sitting at gaze. He wna terse as & wait-
ing analce. -Hin short, harsh coat brimtied
and crisped etraight out all over him.
His family, too, bad spraiag to attention,
eatching, - it seemed, the excitement
through his bedy. . - E

Beuegth - his - view  the -clese, flin
atarred, virgin  turf of the
striped horizontally with wi

t
Downa,
sheep
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the Rint wall that farmed a litter-covered
xard out fromithe. fint darn' ont one
aide, and the old dog-sicat came.dawn
on to lhis four fert agmin, and waited
on his low, stucdy legs, with his low,
sturdy fumily fur the thing to re-appear,

.. which, W it kept ils course, it would do

quite close by the yard gate.
* The shadow of a gull—inky in that

“avonderful clear light—ahot actoss the -

yard and up the barm wall; a little
wheatear prim in his white and browu
jucket with black fucings, flitted up on
40 the wull, and made noises liks tap-

- ping-stones, and o snmll jet-vlack wy,

. dashed up to the ull)itJ

c.of the Jarks, which seemed. rather. an
-. integral pwrt of the scone 4haa ;

e
tracks; a3 ihe rump.of a zehra-is atriped, -

fell away. in faultless, rounded.-.curves
io the great, wird-whipped, sbiny choco-
late. undulations of the plough,. which
again, still falling, vanished- in- the dead-
dumb mist yet covering the Weald like
& 8ea. A loeg, brownish, curving thing
was wriggling off the plough—with -which
ft Larmonised well enough to- e invis-
ible-at tlmt distance—on the turf, where
it showed fairly pluinly, and working ils
way upwards slowly, sinueusly, rather
Liorribly. It looked like some ginnt ser-
pefit. It was not pleasant to Lehoid, in
some wiy. - Thera was nomefhlng siiis-
ter about it One felt, someliow, that

"the -thing was too Iaté, and ‘ought to

have retired to its lalr, or hole, or wher-
ever It Tived,” with the retiring wuight;
for it was alivé, that thing—no one
could doubt that. No wonder the stvat
Dristled, © Even the Flint Workers ot
very, very long ago, whoss burrows yet
showed on  the wlope alove like an

cold “and long-licaled  meas, " had  known

no gerpent on the 1owns after this

. faaltion, and the Jater Romans had never

peered down from the ramp of the fort
that atill givdied the crest to bheliold such
a monsier crawling up out of the dark
and  shrouded mgatery of the” Weuld
forests. R i .

Then there shot up out of the wreath-

_ing, silent mist, a single kestrel, which

huoug poised, a3 if on invisible wire,
awinging slowly in a cirele. Anon it
moved on, beat, il may . a hundred
yards up the hil}, and vepeated wné
swinging process, for inis is the anly
way the little falcon kpows liow  to
diung, whether ghe guarey sought be
grasshoppers, or-—yes, somotimea  young
stoats, The leader -of the Red Patrol
lhad watehed the performunce twice he-
fore, but that wlich followed was new
to him. .

Suddenly the falcon seemed to cateh
sight of the serpent thing, now well
on its way np the northern ramyp of ihe
Town, marking = course straight to-
wards " the” buew, " The' sight attracted
him. Yle hurried lo it, flupping, net very
gracefully for a falcon, and eurving abou
it, fung there uﬂ\ini cireling  slowly
rouni and round. Next inatant he fell—
baug on to the thing,

The atoat aaw him fall” and saw him
rise almost instantly, beuaring something
in his talons; saw, too, the Lrown col-
umn “splay” out and break in liall, saw
it change from a column o g puteh—nay,
two patehes—and beheld it gradpally
join Logether again, ond aivetel out into
4 column a3 belore, nnd, wreeing, the
hlinked his eyes, not wholly becawme the
rising sun lid suddenly flavlied in his
dace. a3 well e might, This wax no
ordingry sight which e behell, and one
not sven every day on the Duowns, or any-
where else, for the “mnuqr‘ of that, .

The sun erept upwards, washing nll
{hings in gold resplendent, and turning
ilie “living garment” of the tiny, fluwer-
sturred, short Downlamd turf inte & ene-
pet of sparkling wender, cach tiny dow-

. drop & _jewel, perfect, T p pefling past

compare.  Ho dil the brown columu creep
. While the tatks #ddg, and’ Ui fieat

pheep-bells La-gun: fo "fouka-teuk” down .

winder the foot of the Uil and the gulla
commenced to straam inland, a woldroun
white, airy ‘army, oo their daily gxcur-
slon _to the plongh, it crawled

virfied upwards: . .o thitg  oithout
beduly, Wn_Vnapaskiiie biot. oo (Ue per-
fertipnwpftin Itowaland daw "

Tien the c.ollumn thing waw

nﬁl-n h.v-
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. ple—gnomes— was spproaching sccretly.

with a perfectly crimson traverse band,
poleed,  anil
dnralied off again at a tangent, leaving be-
hind & metaltic “ping-g-g" on the | still-
yess of the morning. . .,

. Then, scarcely audible at first, thece
grew into the neshed and wailing falin—
hnshed_save for the, continuous vaicea

. Any .
silence-breaking swound—a Jow, and ghost-
dy. whisper, It was, oddhly enough, in
its _earlicr stages, rather Iike.the whis-
per of eards, which you hear when people
are playing in & quiet room. It waa
‘mot nice in any .way. . Eapecially .was it
not pico as il grew, amwl added unto
itself an uncanny, shuffing pattering, as
if an army, an army of very small peo-

--The eflect.of the pound—which was
almost a feeling of repellent fear as well
a3 aound—upoen the stoats was straunge.

- Thelr  eara went flat, their thin upper-

lips were difted, showing the small, sharp
canines glistening in the sun, and their
Trarsh, short fur stood out gm emwdl ull
over them, every hair separate aod atiff,
biding. the Jean. ribs  along the empty
sides, ancd shamming fainess iu the thin
bodies; Lut their eyes—ibeir cyes had
taken on a yed tinge when the sun
caught tliem, blood-colour lebkinl  the
Llack, and blind folk will tell you that
red in tle eye means anger, intense and
wickgd: * .97, T T T _tas
At laat something showed through the
rails of the yard gate, paused for
moment, and then hepped threugli into-.-
the yard, where it stood still, or rather
erouched -still, blinking and peering about
in tye siark glare. It was n huge buck-
rat, & great searred and seimed, gaant-
limbed, vellow-touthed lioar brown vat,
and a giant of lus tribe, if -ever there
waa one.” ¥or a few moements he stood
there, his beady, light eyes Ailtheg with
amazing spred from water-trough to wall.
to wheatear, to bar, and round agair,

takinge in everylhing. Then lhe turned
and made some kimt of souud n his
tlroat.

The wheatear fAed sereaming.

Inaiantly, as water pours through Lhe
crevices of a partly-opened sluive, there
poured through betweed tle gule-rails
inta the empty ward a solid, Wnbrokeu
sijream  of xata; plump fats, alender
rats, young rats, powerful fathers of

families, rulumd mothers, swaggering
young lucks, old and searred villains,

hopped they in, until in five minntes the
place crawling  with them, them
and their giant leader, or king, or what-
ever he siyied Limaelf.

It i3 fairly safe to presume that they
tad ealen wp all the sapplies in sona
other barn nut greatly distant, and  had
been forced to' organise a general “iht-
ting” to freah ficlds and pastures new,
or perhaps it was luck of water that
drove them. Anyvway, it matiers little
what Lrought them. What doea matter
i that they were there, and in being
there cansed the Hed Patrol to venwmin.

A dogz barked somewhere in the mora-
ing near pt hand, a wheep-Tielt broke inte
a rhythmie tonk-tonk-tenka-tonk; a shep-
herd nppeared om Ll skyline, silhouetled
for R mowment, like a muw earved in ecoal,
and riarted to aseewd, his Hoek follow-
ing. They were coming to the dew-prnd
nent by, to drink.

Caane then, inatantiy, o whorl, <)
squeak  from Abe giant lender of ihe
aats, A whirl wf  Tong  tais, a -
swift, weurrying patte nnd— silenve.
The ward , was . emply,  bare in the
glare of the sun, possewed by no Tiving
thing except & red-bumled Dlack iy or
two, at all. 1t was like the winking of
waler intg purehed lund, or the vanisxh-

wna

i

“ment” of eockroaclies on the sudden ap.

. Al
Inta every hube

perranes of & light in adark voo
it won very wonderful

“and gep wnd erack the rute hul ponred

i

themnelves, and gone out. Lt they .
wera there—the 1led Patred kaew that—
theee to stay. N .
Then, ong alter the ollier, in sinyla
fila, deaping their pecidivr widelong leapa,
the studls maylp for the oulx, apud ab
S I "
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which the rata had ehind, & great heap
vof.flints and chalk bouldern piled in one
woorner-of *the yard., (This was their
sirunghold—the rots could smell that
eanily, far, 1 gire you my word, par-
ticulurly wiwen thete is trouble towsrd,
the atoat, he doea nnt wmell well at all.
What would you? . Has he not the pole-
cat for Arst cousin, .and the skunk for
& not very distant relationt -
That night, after the-Lates had dance
their gnome-dance, and the owls.had
one their Aret twidight round, but be-
ore the foxes came out, that is to say,
twixt dusk -and eight o’clock, the Red
Tatrol sallied forth. It was a pretty
aight in the moonlight to see that fear-
less, ruddy family—inther lending—
breakiug in rippling line across ihie bare
¥ard. e . .o .
They did nrot . talk. One does not talk
miuch, as & rule; in the midal of & hostile
aemy. They avore out strictly on buai-
oess, grion busineas, .work such as their
implacable little licarts loved, aad  inei-
dentally they ware out te fill Lheir tpo-

- long:empty- little stomachs also. . .,

They gainod the hole in the barn, from
whicl, t lied watchod the advent of
the rats, wilh care, and with redoubled
caution crept through—each fierce liltle
flat heud pecring over each black-twited
little tail—till they got ineide. - Fhen
they stopped.

They beheld s preat Dblack voit in

3 trant, dim and suggestive, with deeper

blackness  where the serried, - ranked
rows of corn-sacks were piled from end
to end of the preat floor. The aivr waas
heavy with the clean smell of corn, bnu
warm, but there was no silence in the
place.” Last night the barn had .been
atill A% dealh snve for the ghostly fulter
of the brts nud the whisper  of dibtle
draughta. To-night the place was alive.
Tiverywhere, over the great, swept Hoor,
and gabove in the granary, were furtive,
quick patterings, surreptitious shuflings,
and eyea. green eyes, cruel eyes in pairg,
that pleamed, and appeared, snd vanish-
cd again. That was thoe rats at their
_play. From the denso phadow by the
piled  cornsacks came a'steady, low,
grinding sound, and that was rats, tow
—nat their work.

Trescntly, after the stonts had been
wtanding watching for & little time, threa
Dlurred blots, darkew than the suereuwml-
iy darkness, appenred all ot onee, glow-
fug, oy it were, {towards them. The old
stoat waited till be could see the shining
eyes—like little, lamps  they were —
turned, full tpon lim, fhen e Lacked
away down the lole. Three rats ware
making for that hole. One presnes
they were off Lo the dew-pond to drink.
They never gat Jhere. Somowhere down
beueath the floor of the born, all among
{he dust and the rubble, nnd in dark-
ness. that conld be Ffelt, the Red Putrol
dealf with thein. There was no 'cry, nw
nqueal, notlhing 4o reach up (o the Rrmy

arliove and give them _warning. Sinmply,
the three walked into that hole, awd
were  mwaluwed up—aatterly..  Thowe

wloats were very, very hungry indeed.
An hour later a powerful old ruflisn
of a buckrat. n father of families ex-
ploring on his own account fov mouse
Ffawmilivs to murder. heard & sudden, haif-
wtifleld mgueal down an dsolnied black-
looking Lele in a far eorner. The aguesl
choked on itself almoat as soon ar ut-
tered, Lut it jerked the searced old vil-
Inin upon his bannches, erouched in the
true  rat’s fightings  pose, gnick . R4
thunght. C. -
He knew thal ery, had heanl it be-
fure: had, if appearunce and the tradi
tiona of s male ancestors count fur
anything, eansedl it nwore than ot e
death seveam of A young mt.
Now there iz one goud trait which the
rat and the pig and the Imboon Ahrre
in common.  They may be erucl as frost,
{reavhierons ag thin ice, murderer, child-
saver, ar eannibal, Lut they will rally
to the enll of & camrade in distresa, anl
even, in some onses, risk their wicked
Tife in his causs. This muy explain why
that thin, high squeal.  so  swldenly
sileneed down there in Lhe Dblarkness,
aioull cause that vile old ruffan ta
vally swiltly two mere aurh ax himaelf,
i plunge headlong into the mowth of
that very black linde.
The liole Ied down amler the floer of
the barn, sonctimes opening out  inte
rubble-atrow i Rpaces, where mewts and
tonds, mpishers, etles, and all manner of
ubelonr Lhings had theie. relreat, and
ponelimes narrdwiig Lo s twisty, turny
tunneh, and it plewswed fote that just
where ama wf Lhe lutter gave on to the
furmer e shonld alinort chnrge info the
carpse of hing whe had cried alonl. 1la
wlopwdd  dead & sared, the eyes of
Nin fricwls ahuwing. gleaming aver his
Cshoulder. e was avars of eyrs, rod
wyos, lupting aboye the carper, and of &
horrible wnnl) iw_the nir. Uhea B voies
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