maid. and Oliver the puet, to. Juliette, regorign wmmie in sung.  In @ cappella

{he little. blind girl, -and the fairies.
Gathi a (saye  the.:. New  York
“Theatre”’) affords Mr Belasco all the
opportunities he needs for-the display
of that theatrical art of which he is =
master, There ia every mood represented,
from broad farce in the scenes between
the ogre aunt and Ler cyufreres, the Old
Ninks, to pure,. sweet gentiment in_the
childish love meenes between (harléa and
his Juliette, and for these every idegree
of . ighting is demanded. There is =
wtarry night, when the fairica are float-
ing frowr planet to satellite; twilight for
lovers’ trysting and broad noopduy Aun
for the frolics of schoolboys and garden
frienda, . o

' s = )

A

One-act Drama, .

"Bugen d’Albert’s ome-act opera, -The
Dend Eyes,” will be produced in Berlin
ot an early datei—-The subject matier of
the libretto is described 2s follows:—
“The central figure is that of a blind
young Greek womwan, who lives on the
scepe, and at the tiine of Christ’s entry
into Jeruaplem. - - The New Testament
ineident forms the background of the
whole” work.  The Saviour Himself will

" not be portrayed in person. His presence -

being expressed by the music and the
phantasy of the work,” Touched by the
healing hand of Christ, the blind waman
regaina her sight, and ‘her éyes; filled
‘with the light of love and passion, fall
first, upon a magnificent Roman, whom
she believes tu be hér husband. Her hus-
band, however, is really a most repulsive
tigure, and it is in giving expression to
the conflict of emotions in the woman's
heart when she discovera her imistake
that the music of the new opera finds
its vent. The finale oceurs at sunset on
the same day. The woman, troubled
and disturbed in spirit, stands gazing
into the blazing glory of the western sky
until she again ‘becomes blind, and with
her toss regaing her peace of mind.”

i ]

Tl

An 0jd Teacher.
Mr Taurence Godfrey Smith; who re-
turned last week to Sydney from a trip
to Europe, America, and Japan, brought
back -an one of his imoet lasting im-
precstons that of his meeting with hia
old, teaclier, the celebrated Leschetizsky,
in Viepua, Ihis amazing eld man—he
Rd—seems 1o hive discovered the mecret
of perpetual youth; he retaine wonderful
vitality, -and .exhibits. all . the zest of
life of ene wha is only 30 or sa. &g far
a8 music j& concerned, Mz Smith’s most
noteworthy experience waa to hear Pebin
C'asalla, the “eellizt of whom all Lenden
wae {alking not, long since, A little
man, without any marked persenality
until he begina playing, {asalls i one
of / the wouderful ‘eellista of the
" world- indeed, . Leschetizwky considers
“that he is the greatest attiet since Rubin-
stéin,  Mr #mith heard him in “Vienna,
where alsg he was impressed by a new
operatia saprano,” Mitsl Jeritza, who will
probably be heard of in the near future,
She made 52 pronounced a Suceeed in an
early appearance that she. was immedi-
ately engaged for the Imperial Upera
Iiouse. She is a young woman, with the
‘advantages of a handsome preeence an
talent ae an actress,

-~

Church Choira. .
. Angustug Stephen Vogt, the cou-
ductor of the unigue Mendelssohn Choir
of Toronto, writing in “Musical Conadu™
of his musical Impressions gaiued during
his reeent extended visit to England aml
the {Comtivent, saya: “Two of the maost
“highly eflicient ¢hurel choirs 0of Londen
are anquestionably those of Browpton
Oratory  end  Westmiuster  {‘athedral
(tRoman Catholic ). At the former church
a benutiful and dignified musieal service
has heen developed, in which the highest
socgl standards are allied to #1 impress-
iveness of style aud a true spivit of de-
votion, The buys are splendidly trained,
aud the geuerul balunce of the choir is
adutirable, 1n chwice of repertoire sowne-
what grenter latitude ir perwitted, ap-
parently, than et Westminster Cathedral.
. Several things mre lwcluded in the yegy-
. lar wmusival offerings of this choir ta
wliclh the atiention of choirmaster Bar-
clpy and organiat IXEvry was drawn Ly
Toronte choral enthumiasts,  ineloding
aonio of the best vmaccomprnied chorosen
of Lottl, Grieg, and otbers, Ou Sunday,
Repteniler 20, the music of the duy wan
Mozart's: Momss 11 ¢ At Westninater
Cathedral, the chair, which. under Dr.
- Terry, is yigitly deemed to le among tha
very flpent in FEuglaml, Dmpressss one
- with the splendid manrer in which the

-

winging this cheir'also demonstrated itn
quality in beautifully graded and deves

tional renderings of moteta by Palestrina’

and Arcadelt. 'There appeared to be two
choirs_ in thise eathedrul, one occupying
an elevuted position in the rear of the
reredns, the other heing placed in 'the

usial choir ‘stalls of the chaneel, similar |
té the placing of the boys and men in:

Anglican  Cathedrala. The unaccom-
panied motets named, which were sung
" by the choir in the far distance, pro-
duced an uwnusually strikirg, ethereal
effect.”., - s
: A
“The Blme Bird.” B =
Under eover of “The Blue Bird,” the
great Belgian writer, Maurice = Maeter-
linck, has evolved a fantasy of strik-
ing literary merit—a beautiful allegory
thet delights the discriminating reader
but leaves unmoved and indifferent those
~who want their literary dish served up in
hometier -fashion, | The apglication of
this point may be carried from the book
aa & composition te the play as a dram-
. atiz production. | With the obvious aid
of the atage producers, the play merges
into u pruvepsion of wsuggestive pictuves,
of direct human appeal, and by eunning
- atagecraft, sustaine the illusion in & way
that is truly astouivhing, - But it can
scarcely be eailed & popoiar play. . The
nyverage theatre-goer wanta fare of a dif-
ferent urder. ' The public taste is not
yet enltivated sufficiently for such a tri-
umph of aymbolisia, Thia juneh may cer-
taiuly be gauged Ly the attitude of the
overflowing aundience at His Majesty's on
Saturday night. when the initial produe-
tion was given in Auckland, - -

Bug it is a charmingly poetic fairy tale

is this portrayal of the quest for happi-
1nesa, enhanced by the gorgeous and real-
istic stage mettings, the clever imperson-
ations, and the appropriate music contri-
Lbuted by the concealed orchesira. It
showld attract laTpe audiences throughout
the Auckland season, as well as the New
Zealand tour. .- . 4
From the time the two children Tyltyl
and Mytyl fall asleep to dream in the
hmmble wood-cutter's cottage - throngh
the eight neenes compreased into six acts,
there is a harmony of movement, and . o
fernt uf philosophy that sustains interest
and keeps the faculties alert. It is not
 mecessary to attempt Lo give an gutline of
the wtory. Thoee who lave read the bovk
are familiav ‘with' it. and those whe Lave
not “shoilld Aot Miss the scenic marvels
- that puwse before the footlights in  thia
entapiuring play: also it is not necessary
to stiess the fact that the principal ‘Ra
well as the minor charactera are admir-
" ably impersonated.  With less - distine-
tion in the matter of acting the illusion
‘would be p hopeless thing. Hustained b_y
a remarkally strong cowbination, it is
a magniticent ruecesa. -
Ax the two children, Gertie Crewer-and
Vera Paul show distinctive talent and
act with. a pleasing {reedom and natural-
ai the Fairy

. neas. Geeorgie O'Meara, Fa
Berrvlune, i excellent. Represeiting
Fire ant Water, Uharles Mettau and

Madge Elliott, - respectively, do some
clever danving in the straggle for domin-
ance. Lawrence Dudley gives a striking
representation of Tylo the dog, and Ern-
pst Lashhrook imitates a cat in realistic
fashion. Harry Malley affords some
amusenent in the rotund character of
Bread, arl the dozens of other represen-
tations complete the heavy cast, Light
and Night are beautifully spectacular
characters. All the _scenes are magni.
ficent conceptioma of the themes pirtured,
The woodeutter’'s homely cottage, the
Fairy Bervylune's palace, the Land of
Memary, the forest, the Kingdom ol the
Future, the Pal of Wight, anl the
leave-takimy, all earry vividly the wide
suggestiveness of the story. and are a
feature of the production.

A B

Stray Noter. .

Judggingg from the letiess to the "Lon-
dun Daily  Telegraph,” & wnber ol
people appeay to b whorked ot the rag-
time dabves now in voptie. As repards
titles, at all events, these Jduncen vom-

topare tavourably with some of those en-

juyed in the paxt  centwey. " Huerlet
PBoechier Stowe recurds that she aud her
vinitors umed in theiv pirlhood te danre
A jig entitled, *(In te the Devil and
whnke yorurse. i% dancn miuat hava
enjuyed a lung st of populnrity.
fivat Luke of Huckingham wan Lighly in-
dignant, when, having deigned to attend
an awsembly ball &t Alresford, hinm re-
quent for a danee, middressed to a loem]
recior's wifv, met with the reply, “(io
to the Peyil and shake yoursell." He
complained to the rector, and it then

CAugela iu his Brma,
The -

C Knight in “Milwlona,” was
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transpired thet the ledy, who was wome- -

what denf, thought his irace had amked
the pame of the dance then being played.

As shawing the egat of modern dfa-
mativ productions, it is xaid that “From
Copvent to Throne™ will cont the Martow
management sounething like £1500 le-
fure the. curtain goes up. The title,
“From C(onvent to Threne,” is nugges-
tive of many possibilities, The manage-
ment. are. keeping the story pretty well
to themuelves so far.

““The Sunshine Girl” was produced by
Clrarles ‘Frohmun for -the fimst time i
New York on February. 3, and the critica
branded it a swceess. v

“Bella Donna,” which™ ran’ for fve
weeks jn Sydney, proved to be a big
profit earner, deawing crowded houses
throughout, Mr. Julius Knight and hs

- company opened with the drama in Mel-

bourne on Easter Halurday.

Mr. Frank Dix; the producér of the
“Pueg_in Bgota” pantomime, ia partly
responaible’ for the book and Iyrics, hav-
ing collaborated with-J. Hickory Weod.
Mr, Dix has written: forty-six panto-
mimea, arid is g well-known London doc-
tor of musical ‘comedies and othér musi-
cal attractions. Foy instance, he was
called in to practically re-write “Prin-
vess Caprice,” now being played in Lon-
don. aund is entirely respomkible for Mr.
Genrge Giraves™ part in thnt nnwical play.
With (ieorge R. Sims le wrote the
DIrury Lane pantomime of two yéars
ugo, “Hop o’ My Thumb,” in which Miua

© Viclet, Loraine was principal boy:

_ Ragtime is strongly featured in the
“Puss in Boots”. puntowime, now rim-
ning in Sydney. The raptimes include
“Waiting for the Hubeyt E, Lee” (the
cotten mhip), *“The Mysterivus Rag,”
“The Ragtime Vislin,” “Everybody's
Doin’® It,” “You've Got lo Sing in Rag-
time,”  and = “Alexander's = Haytime
Band.”  There are a jumber of »ong
hits apart from  the “hostle” musie.
Principal among them are “There’s a
Girl in Havana,” “Jushue,? “I'm on My
Honeymaon,® “Ok, . Mr.. Bream  Man,”

"“*Where the Brass Band Dlays,” “Al
that I ask i3 Love,” *“Noft Fedal,™ anl
“The Aan I Love.” .

‘A portion of the celebrated Shefield
Choir, whizh sang ita narmomjous way
through New Zealand thrée’ fears ago,
was appeating in vaudeville at the Lon-
don Colinennl when the last mail left.
Dr, Henry ioward was wielding the
baton, and “his chords consmted of 13
woices.—14 ropranos, 10 altos, 10 tenors,
and 11 hasses. This | capture by the
music-hally just now shows the prime
quality of up to-date vaudeville,

The principal girl in ~Puss in Boots,”
thig year's pantomime, which opened at
Myditey last week, is Mins Alice Russon,
who has appeared inm a number of the
London (iety produetions. ¥he also
played the part of the girl with the
brogue in The New York production of
the “Arcadians,” Misy Vielet Loraiue
fills the role of priucipal boy. George
Miller, whe plays the dame, has many
tines been the old lady im paptomime
in England, He has also had a great
deal of experience on the legitimate
stage. lle wvisited Ameriva under en-
gagement to  ["harles  Frobman, and
played in New York with Nat Goedwin.
He was also with Frobmaa at the Duke
of York Fheatre, and supported Willinm
Gillette,  in his  London  “Sherlock
Holmes” senson.  Sydney playpgoers will
remember My, Miller for-his performance
of Nightie, the philosopliical® calby i
“Passers-bv? Miss Ivy Nehilling and
Mr. Fred Teslie huve three specialty
slances, besides taking part in the chief
Lallet; the desipns of which were secured
by the Williiunson management freom
Ak €urtd, of the Theatre Fuliea Marigny,
Payis. Mr. Q. E. Lewnon, whe plays the
ent, has fisnred in the same part several
times In Englutnd, and is regurded as the
best ¢nf in Eaglish pautowiwe,

Quite a new type of naltz character-
jwew U The Conng of Luxembonrge,” which
ie_to be staged in Melbourne shortly
hy the New (omic Opera Company for
the first time ju Australin. 1t i+ dapeceld
ap n stalvease by Connt Rene and
Angela, The effect is striking as the
vonple, swayiug tu the rhythm of the

awalte, maunt atep by atep, wniil at the

e Uount takes
1t i not likely,
however, thai the waltz will becotun
popular in the ballroom. The acrobativ
will it requires ahosld prevent that,
Treie Hrawn, whoe sapporte Mr Jaliva
Last here
with Mr H. B. Irving's rompany. Mz
Irving seked Mim Browne 1o ba the
lending lady for his Houtl Alriean tour

top uf he atairvase
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im_place of his wile, Alisa Dorothea
Baird, who had- retired fram the stage.

While alighting from a- tram in =,
Kilda Road, Melbourne, recently, Miss
Beatrice Uny, the well-known actrems,
was kvocked dawn by & passing buggy.
Une of her arims wad® severely spraimod.
Dr R. H. J. Fetherston, who attended
her, ad the injnred avim under the X
rayn, Lut fouud.no broken bones.

The puhtic s wot likely to enjoy the
humaur of Mr. Harry Lauder {or many
yeara longer if he muintaing his plezeyt
resglution. . Mr. Louder asserts that he
las promiged hia wife to tetire from the
ntage ns egon as Le hag savel £120,000.
He expects to le in possession of sueh
& sum by the tinve he has concluded hia
taur of the world, which s due tostart in
1914. The contemplation of such & prospect
mimst be very pleasant to a man ol his
temperament, when he recollects that not

Profeasional.

MR. AND MRS. FRED WATSON
"t Uve fustruction in .
Qi1 and Water Coloor Painting,
Rellet Pokeriwork, -
Marguneterie and French Folishing.
- Algo the new French Ten-paiutiog
aul Tewter Mudeliing, ete.,

Stulke: 13, Glmdatone Ruditings,
10 to b. - Gupy St, Auckland,

_ PIANOFORTE. TUITION.
MISS M. B.- RICHMOND, A.R.C.M.
1 S

R H

MISS N. K. WILLIAMS, L.R.AM.,
THERM BEGINS FEBRUARY 17h | °
Topils recelved af tH, {iRAFLUON RQAD
(Private Addltess) sl at RETU DI, vo. 13,
MU L‘..lh LIFE BULLDINGE, QUELN 8T

MRS. SUTHERLAND:

0 "Hoeh” CUensvrvatloriuwin, Gerlany -
SINGING, VOICE PRODUCTION,
FIANOFORTE,

RENUMES FEACHING MONDAY, FER. 10
Newio: No & Mutusl Life Tuildiogs,

Qi Niveetr, -
“'Lone He<ldence: 106, Devonport,

MISS AMY "STEVENSON,-

_MEDALLINT OF ROYAL AUADEMY,
TLONDODYN, LATEST DSTROVEKY

i METHOD,
TEACHER OF VIOLIN AND
PIANO, . -

Recently returned from London,

At Htudin, 14, GLADSTONE BUILDINGS
(epposite Ferrg Bulldings), Moudsy, Wed-
bepday apd 'Lhursdyy afterngans, | .

Private Addrese: 20, tirey ¥treet, Devoo-
port, - ! -

Volce and Singing Specialist.”
Tuorengh Tultion of Plena, Vielin, Mande
lln, Guitar, and Hanjo.
STUDIO: 12, GLADSTOXE BUILDINGS
ipposite Ferry Bullding
Interviews from 11 am

5 pm., avd
'Thooe 24535,

WOODCARVING & PORERWORK
Articles Desigued or Plgin,  Send for
I'rive Idst. Classes Doy aud Evenlog
MINS AYLING, 4. Strand Arcode, Auck-
land. Telephope T48, )

H.-M. Arcade and
Symonds §t,
Phone 4007. -

GRAMAPHONEKS
PHONOGLLAPHY
(A1l the Lotest Hecords),

RBD‘IU‘ do: n Premines,

Wa Mail to Addrems.
Bend for Lista

HONERIE

Buy Alrect from Faclory and ws quarssive
s mayig af ¥ imat @10 A1) dowrde nanl
¥E. Tweiva -

RELGHT b r pean warranty.
M n o ONr
Fulnbiiaked Toe. .

BSANDON & BTEEDMAN,
W Fiasbuwy Peremeat, London, Euglaad,

fras snisiogns L Mr. W. WOOD,
Ay {4'3;1.. oAz M. l‘--.’n-.r.m. *
a NDS.




