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Al communications for “Veronica™ should be addressed to "Graphic” Office, Auckland. Secretaries of Horticultural Societies are invited fo send ahort
reporta of their praceedings, and qlso any items of inferest fo Horticulturists. Photographs of Filowers, Fruils, or New
Vegetables, ar Garden Scenes, will be welcomed.

NOTICE TO SECRETARIES

We would urge upon mecretaries of all
Hortioultural Socicties the importance of
serding us the dates of their showa.
Negleet to do so means lose lo their
Bociety in the end.

All schedules forwerded to the Garden
Editor of “The Weekly Graphic” wil] be
acknowledged, and a akeich of agme pub-
lisked in thege columns.

—_—

COMING SHOWS.

HAMILTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY.
Autumin whow, April, 5 =W HL
Paul, secretary aod (reasuver.
GREYTOWN AND LOWER VALLEY
TLORT I UKAL AND) INDUSTIRIAL

SGCEZTY utuu Show, April 1Tth,
1L - Me. A, L. Wehster, Secretdl’y.
VALLIRY HORTICULTULAL
IUY — Autunin Show, April, 13,

—1. B, Parker, Welllogten, secretary.
AUCKLAND [IORTICULTTURAL BOCIETY

Adtunin T} [ . April 18
anwd 1L 1L - Managlug
Beeretary.

CAMBLIIMIN DAL SIHIETY —
Annnal Spring Show, Septewmber anid
G101, wman Macky, 1Lun, Sec.
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tiardening has browght happiness to
wuny of the greatest und 1isest in The
Read. Ntelesmen iare fomnd reereation in
if, phitoxophers huve commended @, doce
tors hare proscribed i, boeyers have ad-
sucated  {t, wnd poeis hare sung s
praises, It is the amost unselfish  of
pleasures, fur it is enjoyed the wiost in
the largest compeny, and, wnlike gome
ather wimisemedis to which the race ig
qirone, ixspires wa cril passions, inflicta
w0 pdin, amd cunseg dnjury lo no mwan,
cither in chavacter, in his health, or in
fis estutes -J, CHAMBERLAIN,

THE VALUE OF DRAINS.

L ix reasonable to assune that the
dry eenaon in past. As Mareh us come
i with rain, QL ois very Bnprolable that
wo elall lve an extended  period of
drenght afier this, A troblesome sea-
wolt % the pgeneral verdict on that noew
paesing--betier than the pr 'mu_ uie
bt far 1 ideal.
Bt after all, when we examine the
watter, it is menally found that the
trantde conlil Tuve breen avoided. When
nfall spoils the soil
purposcs for o any long
periol, 1 Qs a0 sure wigm that something
owrome: it may he the =oil, but it s
far more likely to be want of draanage.
When the subsail ie of sueh socharaeter
that the witer is unable to sink readily
ity the acewmulates if

v oor eontinued radnfall antil
wi full woud the wir s ex-
1 eomdition the water dis-
i very  slowly, partly hy slow
shrinkare ol partly by evaporation;
(he woib grdually leeames more eons
gealed, exclosion of air drives the par-
ticlea togelber L they become a salid
If they ar Lnp they get
kot the . . particularly
if plauts are pat s osoe that the soil
eanuol by well worked.,  To wummer time
comdition enlminadem in o shrink-
ronulling in wolid ntiesrs interseeteld
The ouly effectual remedy
ge, which will prevent acewmnn-
, prevent evaporation to
and allow air to per-
menbe the woil, Tl time i now arriving
to attemd to thess matters, which are of

in some vespects,

*

far more importunece than is ofien
reulised,
The making of a drain is 2 ihing

The bottom of a
drain shonld he m as NATTOW a3 Pos-
aible,  If pipes are used, they should
Just fit the hottom; if tools are net
availihle that will enabde this to be
done, Lower one side of the lLottom
s that water will run to that siule, and
Iny the pipes there. But it is useless
to lay pipes unless means are taken to
lead the water to them. 1f covered with
the weil excavated the wuter will soon
elege 1t up. The pipes may be ecovered

v dene wrong,

able; they are the Lest maierial of all
for the purpose. <Clean metal or hard
rock i also suitable; rotien rock is
quite useless, as the gritly parlicles
would be washed in and close the drain.
Praing way be, and are, made without
pipes at all, using either serub or eclean,
hard metal, but vbviously the pipes are
safest and most peroranent. Where aoil
is Dbad, me opportunity to improve it
should be lost.

Ulay soil may be improved to a very
great extent by draining; this ulone, by
allowing the almesphere proper play,
will effect wonders. Roud sand, or any

See Letterpress,.

-with serub—manunka tea-tree is as good
as anything. The serub should bhe laid
all one way, the bntt enda luoking dnwn
the drain, being covered with the brush
eruls of earlt suceeeding Dbundle.  This
will leave notling hut the Lrush visible,
wind that will prevent the soil from get-
ting among the lmtla or reaching the

pipew, After a time the aoil will hecrme
mare ot lees sef, aml it will not clog
the draina even when the Jighter parta of

the seruwb lve deciyed, This kind of
drain in not pdapted 1o lowns, for there
i aure to e oa winking in for several
imperishable material o
wi, s that the level
will nat e disturhed,

In the vicinity of
chinkerd and ashes ave

" A WELL AXRANGED TALLE CEXTRE.

sand, old manure, ashes from rubbish
fires, are il good, but best of all
materials s tarf from an old pasture;
thia, ent sbout two inches thick, and
stacked till the prasa in dead, will im-
prove any soil and add largely to its
fortility.

——— .

TARLE CENTRES.

Mininture Sunflowers with ornamental
prasees are good eabjects for this pur-
piwe. Cillurdinag of certain light varl-
eties nre wlwo gond, but best of all to onr
t ng i8¢ Gerbern Jamesouii, The
pew godourn of Gerberie ure now beginoing
1o e shown., and vnee these are wmore

plentiful we think they will be immensely
popular.  Asparagus fern and light
yrusses are the best accompaniment, and
preat care iz necessary not to overde or
overload the epergne. Many people spoil
the effect through puiting in fur tov many
ilowers.  The best effect is secured by
placing the flowers in as nutural a posi-
tion as possible, and wsing long stems,
and on no  account should they be
erowided.

Horticultural Shows

THE FRANKLIN SHOW AT
PUKEKOHE.

This show altracted a very large at-
tendance of the general publie, and on
Raturday over G0 were assembled on
the shew gpround. The vegetables,
flowers, ami fruits were shown in the
Masonie Hall, und proved io be of great
interest to the crowds of visitors. It
would lave been n great convenience
hadl the oificials provided an exit, in-
slead of keeping peaple wailing to allow
others to pass out before they could
eunter.  Practically no notice waa 1aken
by the daily press of the Hall exbibits,
and a big distriet like Franklin, with a
rising eentre-like I'ukekohe, should bestir
itself to secure better treatment for
horticulinre, and if this eannot be done,
why, then, let them inaugurate a society
for promoting horticulture.

A new feature which created much
intereat was the district bays, or courts,
for ihe display of produee grown m
distriets. The idea evidently was a copy
on # limited scale of the district courts,

which were such a source of attraction
at the Auckland Winter %how. There

were three entries, Mauku, Pukekohe,
and Tnakaw. Pukekohe won first place,
easily giving evidence of a large amount
of time and thought having been given
to its “get up.* The facings of this
court were picked out m a great variety
of seeds worked out in & pleasing design,
and must have taken an immense amount
of patience and skill, each seed evidently
bLeing banidled separately and glued in.

We shall not attempt to enumerate
the contents, but simply say that Howers,
fruits, vegetables, pot plants, and pro-
duve were all there, well arranged and
set in Lins. Mauku took second place.
and the display did them credit. It
was well arranged, of good quality, and
another season we shall npt ba surprised
if the positions are reversed. Tuakaun
wus third. This court hud some good
ihingz, but Iacked variety, and gave evi-
dence of being hurriedly got up. We
are certain Tuakau ecan do better, and
hope another season will find them giv-
ing more atiention to this important
matier.

Tukekohe district has long been famed
for omnions, and a good display was
mude. There were eleven entries, and
all were good. The light-skinned Brown
Spanish, although not so good a keeper
a3 the dark, is a better eropper, and the
most  popular among growers. Four
entries were made of dark skins, and
these were grand bulbs, Potatoes wera
well represented—seven entries for round,
five for weight, but only one for collec-
tions {Mr. F. Ballard, of Drury}, whose
collections were mice table mize, clean,
and well grown. Coarrets were of exirn
good shnpe and quality. Cucumbera
were of great size and long, all being
Huckland prize atrain.  The judge evi-
dently gnve most points for mize, aa the



