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The Week

in Review.

A Rate or & Charge.

MATTER of genersl comcern to
ﬂ landlords and corporations waa

iuvolved in a <ivil action

brought before tha Wellington
Supreme Couct last week. The City
Conucil proceeded against the owners of
& private hotel for recovery of £330 odd,
due for electricity supplied to the occu-
pier of the premises. Tlhe Couneil
daimed the right to' demand payment
of the sum, as a separate rate, and
charge it agaumt property, The lrnd-
lords resisted the claim, hemce the test
case. For the defendants it was eom-
tepded Ly Sir Johm Findlay that the
smount due was a charge, and could
mot be enfarced @3 & separata  Fals
againat the property. He pointed out
#bat if the Council could do this, it
woul] be farreaching in its effect, 28
the landlord would perhaps have to "aell

bix property to pay for clectricity ol

which e had never had the benefii.
Farther, a morigagee would not be pro-
tected in any way, and he might find
sll his security gome to pay for rates
incurred thropgh the uwse of eleetricity
in the building over whiclr he held the
mortgage: Counsel on the ofker side
sgued that- the Municipal £Lorpor-
atigms Act and the Rating Act gave the
tounsel power to enforce paymenf as
a separate rote, recoverable in the ordin-
ary way that rates were reeoverable,
Dectsion on the point was reserved..

o a8 e

A Cool Demand,

. A ypetitior, purporting to havé ita
origin im labour quarters and mow heing
vigorously canvassed in Wellington, con-
tains 8 very modest demand.. M merely
asks for propertional representation and
the resiguation of the Massey Govern-
ment. Ha tlat there will be no mistake
wbout the matter, the preamble i3
printed in full;—

“Wherens the Mnasey (lovernment at
present in power in New Zealund, aund
legislating and goveruing in the infer-
#ata of the laiid monopolists and sxploit-
“ern- gemerally, represent barely one-
third of the. electoratie, having pallerl
“eveR’ with their -four rellﬁgade Libaral
“wsupporterd, little mare than one vote
‘out of every three ‘cast at the general
‘election of I8E1, we, the undersigeed
elecfors of New  Zeatand, hereby ecall
‘upon the sand (lovernment ko introduce
and puag during this year’s seslom of
Partiament a measure for the elaction
“of members of the so-called Honae of Re-
preseptativee by meams ~ of a system
“knewn g3 propottional representation,
dnd then resign the position of power
and profir, to which, whatever the law
may sey, they have no merat right, ao
that the efectors of New Zeolind vony
“have for the firat time am opportunity
of eleeting a true Honse of Representa-
tives, in which each school of politieal
thought slhuall be represented in direct
proporticn  to its  voting sirength
ﬂ:rou lout the country.”

’ orlenately i in not necessmry to takll
all Iahnur proposals setivusly.

-

TUmien is Sirength.

‘Am effort is to be made lhmugllout
‘Aimtralia ta Bring into closer mnion the
members of tha Merchant Fervice Guid
and the Imstitute of Afaripe Engiceem.
Mulual advancement snd protection is

sooght. Reparts indiente that the move- |

weat fisa gained ground in New Zea-
jund, mod i is cotable that & econiarencs
between representatives of the two bod-
les of allie] intercets will be held in
the near tatwre, - From what can be

 §

gathered the scheme concerns the move-
menk for ‘the bettarment of working
conditions, and increases im wage:s on
the part of those dissatisfied with the
presont slate -of affnirs.  This will be
the fimt time siuce. the inceplion of
ithe two bodies that they bave taken
active steps to be brought cluser
gether.
S e a e |
Faxing Motor Fraffic,

It is claimed that mdbor trafiic is not’

only a source of danger in-country die-
tricts, but also that it plays Lavee with
the motzlled roadwaya. {(ompluinka in
thig direction are rumerons. In the
Manawatn jaint action is being taken by
ihe local bodies, 2nd last week delegates
conferred with representativea of auta-
mobile associztions. It wuaa reaolved
nnanimously . that the Govermment
ehould inpose a tax on ears, the pro-
ceeds to be handed to ang expended by
local bodiea for roads affected by motor
traffic, a epecial board being =et up to
allocate the distribution of the proceeds.
A higher tax is to he imposed on ears
plying for hire, and it was also resolved
thak & license to ply for hire granted in
one district should bold good in all other
districta, the fee to be uniform through-
ouk the Pominion. Anothér resslution
wan paased to the'efeet that regulations
nnder (lause 3 of the Motor Regulationa
Aet, 1P08, be issued providing thai all
perapnd plying for hire be examined and
tested medically and otherwise, in order
10 ensure iheir eompetence to drive.

28 &

Union 8.8 Cnl-pny.

¥t was recently anmounced that t‘m
directors of the Uniom Steamnship Com
Ppany were considering propeosala to in-
‘creasa the erpital, which now stands at
| £1,000,000, of which £800,000 has been
irmued. All sharebolders have now been
affered, in proportion td their holdings,
the unicdued 200,000 shared st a premium
of 10/ per sbare. The directors also in-

_fend to ask the shareholiers to extend

4he powers and objecte of the company
by ampnding the preseni memorandum
and articles of association. This will be
brought ~about by liguidalion and re-
eomatruction. The eompany haa en in-
shranca reaerve of over £500,000, Te
presented by premiume on risks which
it has taken ou-the fleet, while other re-
serves hava been crexted by suma put
aside to meet emergencies which have
notb ariaen. The directors proposc to
capitallse theae reserves to the amount
of £1,000,000; and by way of bonus to
ieaus to present sharcholders according
‘te holdings, one preference share of £1,
earrying a fixed cumuhtive dividend of
54 per cent. for each ordinary ashare held.
The eapital willi then stand at £31.000-
000 in ordinary shares, and £1,000,600
in'  preference sbares. During Sir

‘James Mille® winit to England recently

armtgements were made for the pur-
chans by the company of four steamers
—the Westmeath, Rowscomumon, Lim-
orick, ‘and Tyrone, formerly owned by
Afesusrs Houlder Bros. and Co. Theso
vennnla are Bnow smployed in bhe direct
trade betwesn Enpgland and Now Zealand
and Ausiraiin. - The capital mow being
zaised will be used to pay for thesa
ateamers and Ior vemln Bow undar con-
atruction P i
RS . . . . - -
w-m-n.. '.l‘rn- mgnnnt.
Borme time ago it was discovered that'
the tram system in the capital was not

paying its way, and rercain readjoatments
werg made, Hince thes the wmoathiy m-

to-

turns have shown a distinet improvement,
and the [ateat report, covering the lzst
10 months, discloses o eredit of £7,079
to tramways revenue and E£8532  for
power, compared with a total of E2966
for the same period last year. The grods
revenue increased by £8.167, and the
working expenses by £2321. JFassengers
carried over the period in queation num-
ber 18.911,702, and the total milcage run
1,545,153 car milea. The AFCTAZC FeVenlue
per ear mile works put at E357d, and ex-
penditure 1063,  Hevenue from power
amounted to L£HN34, an increase  of
FALESN :

> 9 @

The Werk of Educationists.
Attention was called at the iuspectovy’
conference at Wellington to the fict that
in the recoguition of national serviee
educationists were leing ignored,  Lhe
subject was introduced as supplementary
to & resolution placing on record nppre-
ciation of the distingwished services to
the cause of education remfered by Mc
Petrie, fate ehief inspector, of Awnckiand,
and Mr Coyen, late chief inspactor, of
Otago. The conference carrividk a Tesolur
tion = expreasing tegret thrt in the dis-
tribution of honours so freely bestowed
o other ‘branches of thie public service,
no recognition appears to be made of the
Tact that men who have Jevoted theic
Jives to the discharge of the highest duty
and. the noblest function of the State,
have alan deserved well of their comntry.”
Mr F. I Bakewell, of Welliugton com-
plained that while the work of men in
other branches of the public acrviee was
80 liberally acknowledged by award of
those henvurable distinctions with which
it was customary to show appreeiation of
devotion to duty. and eminent servive to
the State, the men whe Inbonred in the
canse of education were persistently pas-
sed over. Though the importance of edn-
cation tu the very life itself of the nation
Wag 30 unue‘lsully admitted, year by

© yoar the most distinguished men in the

profession were allowed to retire from
active service without recognition of tho
great debt which the country owed them.

LB ]

A Fifteenth Century Mamsjon.

A fine old Kent mangion, that at
Langley IPark, was recently deatroyed by
fire. The structure i said to date froin
the year 1451, but that & the date of the
denth of the last af the Langley family,
who lhad acquired Langley Pack in the
time of Edward [1. Langley Park was
ariginally in the possession of Bizhap
Odo, of Bayenx. #oon after the Con-
fuest it came imto the possession of the
Malmaine, and frow them passed to the
Laogleys, from which it Les wince heen
mamed. Ia 1510 it was the weat of John

Style, Alderman of London, and passwl
to his son, Sir Humphrey flyle, and ulti-
mately came into the handa of Sir Pefer
Burretl, etfterwards Lord Ciwydir. On
his death it was sold by auction, and
was purchased by Hmmannel (-oudhul’.
When his aon, who surceeded, died,
became untenanted, and the properiy ‘Mn
since shared the fnl.e of many o large
eatate near London. The dining-ronm
where the fire siarted was once the ball-
voom, and & former owner is said to liave
driven a coazh and four intc it. It wae
A large, rambling building, with rocma
of all shapea, many of them Iarge and
Infty Tt wae complete, with il own
awimming bath, with adjoining dressing-
roome and smaller baths, and ab one
time wna deseribed ar "one of the cum-
pletest <Iom1ms of its extent in ths .
kzngdom . . .
& D>

A Blg Boeial Tendency.

Gtatistica showing a steady decline
in Church memberahip among Baptiste
and Congregationalists in England wers
“brought under the notica of the Rev.
Harry Johnson, a minister from Brad:
ford, on arrival in Wellington, He ad-
mitted the accuracy of the figures, and
in explanation pointed oul that a hig
social {endency at Home had ahsorbed a
large namber of young men. They wera
nttracted, in his opinion, not permanent-
¥, by & new sort of sorial gospel oulside
ithe Church, and many alastained from
definite aseociation +ith Churches from
the falae notiom that.the Church lad
lagged Lehind in the matter of progress.
e waa an attitude that did noi indicate
an abzolute lack of religious feeling. Tha
young penple were acting conscientious-
Iy, und the visitor conaiders that ihe
Churchea will be put to the nreessity of
taking a broader view of what was going
on in order to come into aympalhy with
the popular feeling.

- L]

Sixty Years a Missionary.

For sixty years the Rev. W, Giltoa has
beer engaged in Clinreh work amuongst
the Mauvris, holding the position of s
intemlent of the Northeyn Maori Mis-
sion, but advaneing yeave has compeliad
bim to relingitish the active and sirenu-
ous work. He made kuown hia decision
at the Aletlodist Lonference Eilting in
Wellington last week. The confercnca
felt the pathos and sodemuity of the
oceasion oy the grey-hended patriarch
stond Yefore the gathering and referred
1o his long association with the Maorls,
The atstemeat was listened to with great
atéention, and at the close, and aiter
highly emlvgistic refveremces by lemling
members to the splendid work dune hy

oY Mather ™ Gittos, the conference etood
il earried & reaolution expressing its

-
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