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The Unfortunate Lover.

Bemg Some Incidents in the Amorous Career

) of Mr. Horace Bennerton.

By P

MORTON HCWARD,

in "London Opinion.'

IV.—IN THE MATTER OF MARJORIE.

ITH all the cutward appearance

of a perfectly-equipped man-

- about-town, and with all the

inward sensations of en early

Christian martyr about to figure in the

“star” animal tum on the arena pro-

gramnie, Mr Morace Bennerton was

ushered into the study of Colonel Seaf-
iorth {Tetired), '

Giood afternoon, Bennerton' Bit down.
What can [ da for ¥ou, eh?’ rasped the
colonel in the voice which, in former
years, he had reserved exclusively for
courts-martinl,

He stood ataring grimly at his ealier,
awuiting a reply. Under his serutiny
Bennerton  became hmp]y npulugetu_ in
expressgion.

“You nee, colonel, the fact ia
began. I mean™ .

He sLopped uneasily. His bearing had
much m common with that of a small boy
dmcnv:rul in the larder. - X

“Well, air?” prompted the coleael ex-
plosively.

Benuerton's nerves reseated the sudden
exelamation. He started back, and the
singte glasd, dropping from his eye, rolled
away and tinkled ridiculously to a stand-
still under a distant chair. . Bennerton
vaguely wondered, as he gazed unlappily
at the colonel, whether there could be any
more ludicrous sight in all the world than
t well-dressed young man on his knees,
wildly groping for a monocle under a
ehnir,

“YXou pee,r colonel, .the
stammered Bennertoni. I mean-

“My time ias valuable, if yours ian't”
the eolonel reminded him. *Come, what
do you wish te speak to me about?

“Well, then, if ¥ou insist on knowing,”
replied uenm rton desperately, "I want tu
marry Marjorie™

For a moment there was an uupropi-
tiouw silence. 'Fhe colonel appeared to be
having wome difficulty with lis breath.

“0k, yon want f¢ marry my dauglhter,
do you?’ e seid at length, “Well, you
can put ths- idea Tight out of your head
at once : Of all the a.udauty, the pre-
mnnplwn, the—the——7"

" he

fadt 15*—-"
”»

“Hut we've fallen in love with eacl
other."

“Theu full out again!” -

“Rat, I aay'” pleaded Bennerton. “1
mean:

“Hon't argue with me, sir. The idea's

preposterous, [ tell you! I woulda’ dream
of it for A moment! Good atternoon, sir!™

*Hut why do you ohject to me, colonel ¥

“Far about hity n_uaonn——caeh of 'em
futal!™ -

The celoncl sat down and pul\ed up a
newspaper, and Bennerton judged aecu-
rately that the interview wau at an end.
Dejectedly he rose and walked from the
Tuom, .

“Bennerton!™  cnlled the colomel just
before the door closed.

-“ie's relented!” thoupht the young
man, and jnynunly skipped back into the
uludy

"Your l-y:-glnas
chair” . X B

“Ol—er—thanka?” * said  Bennerton
flabbily, und was about te steop to re-
trieve his property when a pudden ruspi-
cion aneiiled him.
won't move !’ Le ﬂupulutcd )

With the colenel watcehing him in scorn’
ful silence, hie lapsed into an undignified
wttitide on hande and knees, mnd hunted
round Lill he fuund his menecle, Then Le
yuitted the room again. )

“Well, dear?” queried & tense little
voice in the ball outaide. -

“If he wern't your Entiwr——-" wh
pered Benmerton, R

“Oh!" The nmnoayllnhle wan repleta
with eomprehension. -

“Never mind, little girl. Nuver dvnpglr,
—what1 1’1l all voll out flat yet.”

“If only we could get on the right wids
of mM.her * ahe mgllul, ‘‘whe onuld mnnge
B for ua .

is atill under fhut

o :
Er—promise you el that ale

* hope,

“Marjorie!” roared the colonel’a voice
from the study.

“Au revuir!” said Benberton swiftly,
and the fropt door shut very, very
quietly. .

For the next week or two Mr Bennerton
gave his whole mind to wmakiag strategical
moves towards chtaining the goodwill of
Mrs Secafforth. Whenever that lady ex-
preseed an intention of attending any
place’ of friendly mevtmg, Marjorie duly
apprised him of it over the t,elephcme and
he bobbed up there accordingly, Mrs

. hcaﬁ'urth, either with or without Maxr-

jorie, wae always encountering him at
concertsa and receptions; the marked
attention he paid her caused several of
Lier dearest friends to take it upon them-
selven to contradict sinister rumours of
which no one else had lieard, -

Bermerton realised the value of gaining
Mra Seafforth’s favour, If only he could
mecure her as an ally, the colonel became
a3 @ bursted drum. She, after all, was
the master of the house, ruling her hus-
band not so much with a rod of iron as a
jar of vinegar. However assertive he
might be when she was absent, in her
presence he figuratively gave up the
conduetor’s baton and took lis place in
the second violin's seat.

Nor was she the only person whoe held
bhim in subjection. Her brother, the
rector of Upper Brentleyford, (_amba and
his * wife, alsg dominecred him. 'The
brother was o man whose austerity, yoked
with the acidity of the reetoress, did muck
to make the colonel regret the irrespon-
rible days of his bnchclnrhuod

Fortunately .t waa but Tarcly that the
rector and his wife came up from Upper
Brentleyford te Lendon, but when they
did they alwayvs mseemed to bring with
them an appreciable fall of the te mpera-
ture. However, Mrs Neafforth was an
industriouws letter-writer, and she kept
them well-informed  of the colonel’s
doings.  In sliort, the trinmvirate ruled
the retired warrior relentlesaly, and te
eseape their comdemmations, ecriticisme,
and advice wan ulw\aya a source of the
keenest anxiety to hinz.

Although Bennerton did his best to-
gain Mrs. Scafforth’a regard, he waa en-
tirely unsuceessfal,  Seeing that she was '
a firm believer in everybmiy being non-
everyiliing-really-enjoyable, hig failure is
not wurprising.  Though he temporarily
became a non-smeker amd & mon-drinker
in his efforts to eurry Invour with her,
she stilt looked upon him wnl.h the hard
eye of muspicion, . .

For once sha agreed with her hen-
pecked husband in the matier of Mar-
Jorie. On Bennertou venturing into the
apen, after his prolonged course of con-
ciliation, and explaining to her exactly
why he wuas seliviting Dher vote and in-
terent, she immediately took up the vama
unconmipromising attitude as the Colonel.
After o apirited lecture to Hennerton nn
his more glaring disqualifications for the
post of son-indaw, she rewarded Lis per-
sistence by dmpn,tn hing Marjorie to Bty
for wix months with some old friends in
Dunseldorf,

At first Marjorie wrote frequenthy to
the bereaved Bennerton,  but gradunlly
her letters grew fewer. Finally, after
Bix weekn, they censed altogetlher. It
had belatedly. remem-
bered that whe had promised her muther
not to write to him, B

But stifl Bennerton declined {6 loso all
Htill, by adoptivg an expression
of stern melancholy, he strove to inti-
caught sight of her, that he was attain.
mate to Mra. Saaforth, whenever he
ing great heights of moerality,  Ktill he
ventured to falter ount respoctful greet.
ings to the Colunel whenever he encoun-
tered him, in the hope that bix mpirit of
patient forgiveness might touwch the
Colonel's heart,

But’ the Colonel, beyond anorting at
the horizon, took no heel of Mr. Benner-
bon’s grevtingn; and Mrs. Heallorih eom..

for January 22,

tinued to reward ibiat misguided youny

wur g% & braud too far cunsumed to be’

worth snatehing from the burzing.

1t was ubout three months after Mar-
jurie's translation to the Fatherland had
been effected that Mr. Benrverton, turn-
ing inte the ¢fub late one evening, found
the t'olonel! there, surrounded by =
genial group,

The Colonel, it scemed, had bheen doing
himzsell well that evening.  He had dined
a1l Frascati's, met some old friends, and
pgone with them to a music-hall. The
fact that he had pot stayed till the end
of the prozramme was aclely due to the
arbitrary beliaviour of the management.

Whatever annvyance the incident may
have caurcd him at the moment, it was
clear that the (‘olonel had now already
forgotien it. He wan in an eminenatly
jovial, mood, and wuas doing his best, in
hiy capacity of host to his old friends, to
set an exumple of hilarious conviviality.

Indeed, so genial was the L‘olonel that
not only did he reipond to Rennerton's
greeting, but, fartier, he insisted on
that young man joining in the festivities,

With some alacrity Hennerton accepted
the invitation.

“xee what I mean?” laughed the Col-

“We're all joll' pals bere.  Join
No need to rake up the beas'ly past,
‘That’s all aver and done with.  Forgive
and forget. Hee? [ had my duty te
de, and I did it. Start fresh—qroo’
frie:\da again; eimply that and nathing
more.”

Delighted at this opportunlt}- for a new
Atart, Bennerton coneurred heartily in
the senhme-nt The pruexsts, applnudmg
the Colonels magnanimity, drauk to the
rapprochenent. 1t was a feat for which
they envored thenwelves several tlmo:n
and when tie excuse bad warn a bit
threadimre, the eompany toasted each
pther in the same unstinted manner.

But just about 2 o'lock the Colonel’s
mood guddenly veered round to one of ex-
trema acerbity. . After _professing  dn
carnest desire to combat each of his
guests, either individually or in a Tump,
the Colonel rose unsteadily from his chair,
and, gitting down on a remote sofa, {ook
no further interest in the gathering. One
by one his guests approached him, said

onel,
in!

“Good mnight,” and went off, till  only

BReanerton was loft. |
“1'd betier keep an eye on the old
“I'l

aport,” reflected Benunerton sigely.
do the oo Samarilan art, if LECCRRATY,
and eee him home.  Nuothing like putting
a man under an ulvli.n\tinn ‘o you if yeu
want a favour from him.’

Se Bemnerton sat down and Wa.hhed
the Colonel.- After -20 minutes the
Colonel suddenly . woke up and wanted

to know where all the olhers -were.
Bennerton explained. . -
= More fouls them!” langhed the.

Colonel gleefuily. 7 it’s their loss, mot’
ouri ' making a regular niﬂht of it.

I don't gut the chanee often

So reckless did he seem that Beuners
ton risked a word of warning.

“Ohy Blie’s all  right!™  amiled the
Colunel, “ When the old eat’s away, the
nice have a devil af a time, you know.
And the ecat’s in Ld:ulbrldg(.—ihl:e just at
present.”

"0, Mrs Beafforth's mot at  home,
thent"” weid Rennertan, relieved.,

*Uan't you sve she isn’t?” retorted
the Colomel, winking. " #he’s down at
the Hectory, Upper Beastley Brentley-
ford.”

" Quite sure? She won't come back
unexpectedly, or anything like that??

* %he's safe as houses,  Fact iv, ahe's
in Ded dewn there with a bad eold, No,
my boy, she's fixedd up there —and jolly

goml joby, too. Here, let’s drink to her
enjuying heraelf! We haven't used that
Fet. have we?”

Fully, they did the toast honour, In
the middle of the fourth repetition tho
Colondl puaddenly rose with the iptention
of whowing Bennerton how they danced
the cancan. Instead, he sat down again
and intontinently wpnt uff Lo slevp once
more. .

With the assistance of the porter,
Hennerton got the alimbersome Culomel
intuo a enb, and, 20 minutes later, woke
him tenderly.

* Uye Lrought you home; Cylonel” maid
Bennerton, * All you've got tn do now
ix et out and go wpstaira to bed”

The Cuolonel, after lis brief uap, was
in the best of humocurs.

* Deyilinh gool of you, Bennerton!™ he
devlared. " What'a the timct”

Learning that it wan
three, the Culonel evinemt & denice to go
for a. walk, saying that it. scarcely
meamed worth while guing to Led,  Ben-
nerton, hawover, persuaded him to get
out of thr cab, and, on the pavemant,
the gallunt warrior insisted on Joing &
few stepa of & breakdemn JIIII Lo prove
how well be felt.

A quarter Lo

1913 .

“Got your fatchkey?” asked Benner-
tan.

The Colonel, after a prolonged seun:h
shook his head. It was, e said vaguet_r,
the best joke he'd heard for a Jong tiwe,

Fortunutely Bennerton found one of
the - dining-rcom windows unlatohed.
Pushing it up, he hurried round to open
the front door for the Colonel. Hia par-
ticular reason for haate lay in the fack
that the Colone]l wan standing ou the
dovrstep, serenading the neighboura in
tones that were effective Muwe on ae-
count of their power than their muafe.

Bennerton lit the gas in the hall and
coaxed the Colonel indoors.

" Sure you can find the way uput.nrs
wi] right?™ he asked.

“ Rather!” affirmed the Colonel,
ni’, my dear old boy.”

Reswming his interrupled song, the
Calenel lxboriously mounted the mtaire
‘With each upward step hiy voice swelled
louder in triumph. Several timea he
atumbled Tmoisily, and then he ceased
his chant for a few moments to chuckle
amused!y,

He passed round the landing out of
Bennerton's sight. Then there wag. &
long pause, and a hat, a boot, and &
callar rolled down the stairs. At laat
the song broke out afresh with extreme -
gusto. Hearing lim open a door up-

51

“Gaod

* stairs, Beanerton left the house.
At poon mext morning the Colonel
visited Bennerton in his rooma,  The

veteran had a hagpard, drawn face, and
seemed i1l at ease.
“I've got & aort of vague idea you
#aw e home last night” he said to
Hennerton,
I dld.
that
It waan't so little,” said tho Colonel.
“You don't meun to say your wife
had  returned 7 queried  Rennerton
anxiously, eaught by sumr'thmw'm tha
thmel 8 look, Xl
" No, whe hadre't retorned, Elm knows
not]nng of this— yet.”
v rood [ *
“Oh, you don't deceive me? Du Fou
mean to say you didn't know that I

But surely a little thing like -

was wp in London on business, and had
booked a room at an hotel [or . lut
night "

“At an lotel™ asked B._nncrton
puzzled.

*Uh, it's no use pretending! You did
it op_purpose,” roared the Colonel. “ You

tuul; advantage of my—you tock advan-
t.n.gn of me to pay me out foy re!uamg
‘Marjorie to you* -

Really, € u]prlel T don't underatand?™
_'l " You lni:thvnng idiot, do vuu ean to
aay you «didn't know, that we've swopped
houvars with the Rectory. penple for a
month?  You interfering meddler, can’t
you. see what’s happened now? We'rd
atopping at lUipper Hreotleyford, and
they're stauying in our house in Lobdent
And of course they were thero last
night!"

-When the lllﬂnll h(‘r(llhrﬂ impure tNomupn
exvesn 1Trie I trunbles a9 Rheumn-
e, Gout, 8 1t Launbnio arg Bure
to follow. NI " the only remedy
that can be velled o
antl purify the hi —RILETUMO n g nclens
tie and proved mirmdiviue prepared eapecls

» ally to denl with Urie Acld troubleA. Get o
Lottle to-day.— it will enre you. Al chem-
Istq and stores 270 and 446, 43

Rowlands

Macassar.
011 :

FOR THE HAIR,

Preserves, Besutifiss, Restares It Clokely
resembles the omtursl oll in the haly,
which hature provides for ite preseivatioq.
No other article porsessen thin propert
Without it the hmir becomes dry, thin, -nd
withered, Foor hair mar the effect of
s beautiful face. Goad halr sdde charm
and intersst bo & plaln one; every Toilel
3 Tuble should posess 1his oil. )

LADIES shouk] slways wee It for thalr

awn Hair aoil fér their Childewa's Huir
e It la Ibe foundatina, of a luxwriant
gratth, © Golden Colour for fair hair.

0OFf Sioves. Themista, and ROWLAND'S,
47, Hatton Carden, London. ArcHl
eReap worthlam Llmbtstions; buy only
Rowlawd's, )




