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motk of ‘Americs, -but a0 fietcely
{hreatening in appearance that it en-
§oys an enviable reputation for deadli-
- pess, Ity green body, often half a foot
dn length, is capped by a vivid orange
erown,. which, ou the approach of an
envmy, i3 ominously shaken in & way
dhat inakes a rattle-snake eeem lamb-
dike in comparispn. A certain South
- ihmerican caterpillar atartled its dis-
poverer by its unpleasant resemblince
. o a viper. Indeed, snake-like appear-
encey are not unusual. A part with such
dramatic possibilities of intimidation pre.
- supposes un acter of considerable aize;
and accordingly we find that thg cater-
pillare who, assume it are often o fool
i pr mote in length. .
. b These wonderful speciea of insectd, it
: has been stated, are all of tlem pro-
ducts of the struggle for existence. In
order to grasp the significance of that
_ struggie ag well as its necessity, and to
whow how leaf-like and bark-like inzects
developed from clder and less adequately-
goncealed formns, we must not forget the
. dundamental pripciple thai all orgunisms
! dend to reproduce their kind in geo-
, metrioal TFatio,  and that offspring, al-
. though similar te their parenta, are yet
mpossesned of nseful, inheritable differ-
ences. 1f all insects wera permitted to
five the world would be devastated by
T#hermn. It happens, however, that theic
enemids likewise multiply in geometrical
watio, 80 that o proper balance i3 main-
fained. So numerous are these enemies,
wand so powerfui, that sometimes the
quest of food is anylhing but suecessful.
o food of gne Leetle is consumed by
mnother; rain and wind, cold and heat,
4%ill mnany butierflies; in a word, prema-
turs death falls upon a creature in 8
ihousand and one ways. Although the
offspring always outuumber their par-
robs, yet the number of living insects,
thanks ta birds and beasts of prey, re-
mains fairly constant. .
- Because of this rapid propagation and
because of the struggle that prevents an
overwhelming accumulation of any one
species, the exnquisite adaptationa of but-
terflies to leaveg and of moths to bark
iiave been produced. A eolossal assump-
tion must be made, however, before wa
ran fully .understand. how protedtive re-
pemblance and mimiery have played their
part in the struggle for life —an assump-
tion $hat is, indeed, the wenkest spof in
the Darwin theory. Natural selection
presupposes that every mMATRING, EVEry
sint,” every peenliavity ef babit must
have becn useful at some time in the his-
fory of o species; and that theae chae-
ncteristics aré not only ioherited but in-
gensified as theg are transmilied. Ml
Aions of years ago the Kallima butterfly
was not The beautliful connterfeit leaf of
#o-day. Probably it was like many an-
bther butterfly, And like olher butier-
Hies it was unspartingly persecuted by
oatile insect-eaters, OF this primeval
Btock some memlwrs were preserved be-
ravse ol some slight markiug or colour
mhich their ancestors did not possess—
vhardclartisties, in o word, that brought
them, more in chromatie harmony with
their environment, These markings and
rolours were transmitted. The offapring
intensificd whatever resemblance there
amas to a leal until finally the adaptation
reached its present perfection.  After
Rhat the Kallima was fairly secure and
fnereasced abundantly.  Although many.
paturalista are inclined to doult the pos-
pibilily of intensifying useful characteris-
kigg Dy heredity, aud Thave
theoriea 1hat new species are not neces-

garily the products of agelong evolubion

- Jnit aports of nature, or spasmodic pheno-
yuena, it cannot e denied that the I.en_c'!n-
ings of Darwin &lili hold a dominating
pluce in- bindegy. . -

. * A S
" Witk je not the best materinl for buth-
fing comtumes, especially if it has been
&ept fur’ any lengith of time: This fact
wwun dlscovered too late by a lady well-

. known in Noecioty, who bears the name
pf one of Fopland's most fumoue ariists,
Lllortl_y afler she had taken ler moarn-
dng plunge at a fushionable Continenial
ywatering-pluce’ atie had the _lorror of
soeing bier enlire mew cortume of erim-
Bon hue eniné away in ribhons, wnd she
moon found heraclf in & alate that“eam
Pin Letter imagined than deseribed. Her
Klistrons was accentuated by the fuct that
the French Loulevardicrs Innisted on tak-
ing tiie keencat intereat in the melhods
swhich 4dd tg be remotled to Lo gel her
wit of the watér,i - - - - e

advanced

Weekly Graphic and. New
- THE NON-COMBATANTS.

IN THE WAKE OF THE WAR.

{By PERCEVAL GIBBON, in the “Daily
News.')

Normally, there are no poor in Bul-
gatimw  The people are not yet thick
enough upon the ground to have ‘erowd-
ed out a clasa whose living i3 precarious,
for whose labour there is mo continuous
market. A certain even level of pros-
perity is a character of the country.
Therefore, if proof were needed that the
war with Turkey is a nationnl war
rather than a political one, it wourld be
found in the fact that now nearly every-
one is poor and very many are in sight
of plain want.

. Thore who now face a winter of
poverty are of every class. Rather more
than one in thirty of the total popula-
tion are actually bearing arms, and
over wide stretches of country, in many
lLundreds of villages, there remains now
not a aingle able-bodied man, not & yoke
of oxen or water-buffaloes, not n farm-
cart. The net which dredged them
forth for service had a small medh; it
took also grain, forage, clothing; it left
this country - of a victorious people
nearly as naked as if it had been plun-
dered by a conguering invader. i

Even at the beginning of thinga, be-
fore war was actually deckared, I heard
at Sofin of societics of women and old
men organised in the villagea to carry
on the work of tillage in the absence of
the pensants, Wot all of those societies.
I think, were serious: some poasibly had
a church bazaar quality of playfulness
and pose; but there were districts
enough in which no such societies exist-
ed, in which the Jonely women turned
out as a matter of course to take up
the Ianbour for which men were lacking.
With such cattle as were left, beasts
which even the Requisition (Commission
had rejected as unufit to serve the army,
women undertook the ploughing of the
sodden lands. -

When the Men Return.

A farm, Lowever, has 1 sort of
momentum; it dees not cease to furnidh
foed the moment the farmer is with-
drawn.  The true hardship will come
Jater, when the men return. handicap-
ped for their work. by the loss of the
oxen and horses expended on the road
toe Kirk Kilisse and Lule Burgas, and
the litile gaily-painted carts that
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poured in endless linna towards Adrian-
ople, by the want of all that homely
equipment of life which the war turned
to strunge uses and destroyed.

In the towne bardrhip came morae
awiftly for those whe were left behind,
A typicl example is that of & wmall
official's famnily. He was anmmoned to
the coleurs midway between one month-
ly pay-day and the next, and with hia
departure his meapgre income forthwith
ceased. Such cases number themselves
by thousands. Many, also, are the small
shops, whose whele stock of goods—or
that part of it which remained after the
Requisition (ommission had been satis-
fied—wans gold out, Business in any case
was dead, and, with the railways choked
with troops ond .war material, there
were no means of remewing the stock
even if there had been customers for it.
Meanwhile, despite the eflorts of the
authorities to tix prices, the cost of
food inevitably rose. The whole nspect
of life altered. Families accustomed Lo
comfort suddenly knew want; in cvery
clags there were folk who went in featr
of -starvation; and though in some
towns the municipality strove to estab-
Lish 2 system of relief, the money for an
adequate provision was lacking. In
Bofia, for ecxample, the gront made to
families whoae bread-winnetr was ot tha
front ‘was thirty centimes—a froction
over twopence—per day per person: but
even in the capital this meagre grant
could not be extended to all those who
stood in need of it.

Grin Realities. N

Down at the frontier, upon the edge
_uf the actual war, one- saw niizery im .
a plainer shape. Mustapha Pasha is
one of the main gates between Turkey
and Bulgnrin. ond threugh it drifted.
the mournful processions of hapless pea-
sants who had seen the war flow+across
their villages aod -destroy themi., - The
burning of vitluges las brem o feature
of this war; the Turks have l-ft a trail
of flaming thatch to mark the line of
their retreat, and the Bulgariaps them-
selves, despite their pretensions to for-
lLearance, have not Leen guiltless, These
peasants, lean. terrorised,  sore-footed,
were folk who Lad lost_nll -they pos-
sessed.  Even their ploughs had Leen
smashed where they lay by the  field-
edge; too often the ploughman lay dead
likewise, and there were yet other
wrongs of which his widew might have
told if she would. They came afoot
meross the empty counfry, eacorted by
reacrvista, making day-long northward

1943

" disttess

59

marches and lying by night at the road-
side, Amaong them were women who
had limped for days earcying children
in their arms, and men with wounds
and injuries. They came slowly up Lhe
narrow muin street of that abomiuable
town, edging their way past the un-
censing convuys that poured through it,
nilent, scared und broken, to the yard
of the old Konak where they woula
wait the Stuff's decision s to what was
to Lecome of them. When questioned,
they scemed to answer with no sense of
wIORE. in no tone of protest or rebel-
lion. They bad sufered this and that;
they were weary; their one hope was
to get beyond the radius of the fighting
and burning, into Bulgaria where there
was pence.

The Country Has Spent Itself,

Of such, many thousands have already
taken refuge in Bulgaria—over 30,000,
necording to one statement swhich was
made to me. A small proportion of the

.men have been given cmployment with

the tronaport, but the rest ore 5 mers
burden on a community already. taxed
to the utteremost. It must be remem-
bered that Bulgarin has no system of
poor relicf at the hest of times; there
are neither workhoused nor poor ratem,
these people have to be maintained out
of meugre funds heatily appropriated
for the purpose and badly needed clse-
where. They complicate the situatios
with whith the pnthoritica have to desl
in the towns where they seitie down,
which hitherto have nurnibered no
paupers among their inhabhants, and

" they. buve alrcady proved that in their
. wretchedneas they are the carriera
- dinease, of cholera and typhus and evea
~of Jdeprosy.
- what is’ appalling is that even i
Camisery they have alse a birth-ra

of

Their death-rate ia lugh;
their

Even should peace cofue immeiliately,
and” hardship must continue
throughout the winter in a very largae
number of familica. The return of the
men to their homes will take time; it
will requite even ore time lefore they
can resime! their interrupted orcupations

- and’ become awage-earners uapnin, Among
' them-will bo many permancatly cerippled
“by wounda and others not yet recovered
- from
- that,” with - their return,

and there is fear, too,
the cholera
whith™ is ‘raginy about {(hatalja may
make gond itA foothold in Bulgaria. The
colirtry has spent itsell upon the war
until it4 resonrcea are all but exhiousted;
there in little left to spend upon the
Inliour of recovery.
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