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- The Bookshelf.

By DELTA, -

_——

FTEUILLETON,

s 1t Axt r 0 . - B
N the laat two issues I hiave been en-
deavouring to call public attention
to the aupreme mnecesaity of putting
down the pestilential “clironique
scandaleuse” that is mow 8o much the
wogue. And I offer mo apology for in-
merting in these pages the whole of Mr
Uamea Douglas® article in tle "Daily
HNows” of November 19, which shows the
result of his manly appeal to the “Court
pf Letlers" relative to this exploitation,
Eor purely sordid or mercenary purposes,

of the most. private actions and affairs’

of dead and gone genius, in the guise of

Betion, or “recollections,” or “reminis-

pences.” So indecent is the haste of the
Sgraveworm” that be barely waite until
physical corruption sets in bgfure he be-
gina to disintegrate the character of his
lifeleas victim, and, having elimed over
wor distorted its integzal parts, presenle
it apain in the attractive guise of fiction,
or a “chronique scandaleuse,” regardless
mot only of the memory of the dead, but
of the feelings of the living. That a

man’s worst enemien can be of his own -

houschald was never more painfully ex-
lemplified than in the publication of the
fate CGeorge Gimsing's most private af-
£aira in the form wof fiction. ~ Mr James
Douglas says: “A fortnight ngo, in an
article entitled ‘The UGrave-Worm,” I
HArew up an indictment against the degrz-
Hation of the Xnglish novel into a scan-
dalous clironicle of private affairs. I
pointed out that ‘The Private Life’ of
Menry Maitland' had provided ilie Court
of Y.otters with a test case. T alsp
stated that o novel is Dbeing written
which deals with the private sorrows of
one of our greatest living novelists, and
I warned the world of letiera that if
this mnovel. skould ever crawl or creep
dnto print it would Taise a storm of
wrath that Wpuld ghake that world to
ita feundations. Here let me say that
my main objeit in ralsing fhe queaiion
was to stop the publication of this novel.
But since I wrote T have rececived infor-
mation which proves that other novels,
equally infamous, have been written, and
thave been suppreased Ly the detcrmined
action of their vietinw, Well, o good
many writers have responded to my ap-

peal for plain sprech on thia parmful sub---

§eet, I am grateful to them. - Theirlet-
tera have done great goed. " Im future
the path of the literatry ghonl wiil be
harder than hitherto it haa bLeen. And
here let me say that when I wrote T dil
mot know that Mr Morley Ruberts had
muveiled the secrets of the living as well
a8 the eserdta’ of "the dead.  Bubt ‘A
Friendof Mra {iizsing’ has disclosed the
fact that Giesing's widow. and (issing's
1ast and best friend are both alive®

Dverwhelmingly Hostile to the
¥ SFhGrave-worm.” _ _ .

But let me pass from this particular
example of the cryptic novel to consider
the verdict given by the -jury. It =
overwhelningly hostile Lo ihe gheul and
the grave-worm. Mr W. J. Locke ex-
preased” the general view when Tie de-
clares that “the roman a clef 13 on
abomination,” . the only remedy for
awhich ia “pullic opinivn,” fearlessly
awakened by the Press. He rightly ex-
cepta booka like Mr Malloek’s “New
Republie,” or “a tender apologia for s
eruelly mirmunderstood 1ife.”  Miss May
Rinclide drawa o just Jdistinetion Lelween
the indecency of making copyright out
of the living or the lately decad and legi-
timate drawing from tha llving model.
Miss - Willcocks makes the same point,
urging that the question J8 one of art,
not morals, of taste, not ethi Mr
Reginald Turner contemda that hiagraph
phould not be written under the guise
of fiction. "If the auwthor fears Lo put
the real names it should nnt be written
ut all” The only dissentienta are Mr
Bt. John Adeock, Mr W. L. George, and
Mr Ellie Reberts. Mr Adeack wanis to
“know the worat" about the living and
the dead.~ Mr Hoberts thinks my . lan-
fruage is “over emotional,” anl certifies
that Mr Morley Roberts has *tald tha
troth.”?. #He doew wol fnce tha quealion
as Lo whether that may not e anolher
nepect of tha Lruth as touching the two
dadirs otill living. Huava they nn rights
in the mattert As to Mr Grorge'a de-
fenos of Giewing's right bo aulociie Mr

. dy’s letter,

“matters of taste.

Roberts to *burn him to make warmth
for literature,” I may point out that
though Gisaing had a right to say “Burn
mve,” he had no right’ to aay "Bura my
widow.” That would be literary sutiee,
indeed!™

Dmcussing Mr Tovke's letter, “The
Evening flundard” remarks that “there
was 8 famow roman a clef issued two
years ago; everybody enjoyed the book
save the author'a models; but they were
mortified by one who had been their
friend, and their mortitication was—mox-
tally, mot artistically, of course — Lue
bock's condemnation” An able critic,
writing in “The Yorkshire Observer,”
says that “it has now become an estal-
lished custom to make & certain type of

-novel—and generally a very clever novel

—a thinly-veHed bLtography of real per-
soms.” illere nre two independent wit-

nessea who testify to the truth of my-

general indictment. '

What. the Doyen of English Fiotiona
Thinks. -

“And now I ceme to Mr Thamas EHar-
It was not wrilten for'the
public eye, and T am under a decp obli-
gation to Mr Hardy for pranting me
permisaion to print it. Mr Hardy, as
the acknowledgel head of Fuglish letiem,
speaks with authority, and T hope hia
warning voice will be heeded. He thinks
that I ‘deserve great praise for Maving
Loldly opened wup an inguiry into a mat-
ter 80 greatly affecting sociely and
morals,” and I am more than cenient
with that juatifieation of my protest.

He pointa out that -infinite mischicf

would lie in the mixing of facts and

fiction in unknown proportions,” and that.

‘the power of ielling [ies about people
through that - channel after Lhey are
dead, Ly stirring in a few truths, is a
horror to conteruplate! He then pro-
ceeds Lo show that “such a development
-has been nlmoot inevitable nowadays,
when the novelist ms ccazed to be an
artist, but Lias become a mere reporter,
and is told that he must be nothdng else.”
He goes on to s ‘I have been gravely
assured by a eritic in full practice that
to write down everything thalt happens
in any household ia the highest form of
novel - conatruetion,- heing the presenta-
tion of a real “alice .of life” {a phrase
which ‘I believe I had the misforlune to
originaie many years ago, though I am
mot sure).! He concludes by remarking
that ke leaves untouched the question
‘whether, ‘even il every word Dbe . truth,
truth should be presented (Unauthor-
ised) by so stealthy a means. . =

“A Rign of Imaginative Impotence
and Artistic Degeneracy.”

“It seems to tue that the question
raised by Mr Hardy goes to the root of
the misctief. la the key-oovelist an ar-
tist or a reporter? Men of lettere mayv
disagree about imatters of mortals and
Putting fheae aside,
Jet us ask whether the key-novel is art.
For my patt, I maintain that ihe key-
movel is a sign of imaginative imnpoténge
and artistic -degeneracy, 1f we are to
judge ‘The Private Life of Henry Mait-
land’ aa a movel, it v a bad oovel—Lad,
alominably bad as art, If we are to
judge it as biograpby, it 8 a bad bin-
graphy—bad, abominably bad a3 art, In
fing, the ateulthy school of fiction and
the stealthy schoal of hingraph are both
irredeemably inartistie.

A Splendid Publication.

Last year I thaught when T oroceived

my Chrimtizas «doulle number of the
“Hookman” that it Gad eckipwed, both in
literary and pictorial merit, any.previons
Chrialmas ivsue of this fine literary jowr-
nal. But this year it is a muadrupal
number, and wiil eurpass in every fea-
ture all previoua iseuce. TFor, dnsboad
of one portfolio of Lewutiful colour pic-
tures, it will preaenl an good s two, as
dwo lavighly illualrated supplements,
dealing with the gift and olher new
colour books of the reawon, are’ in
cluded, donides a aplendid presentation
plate, portrait of Mr Rudyard Kipling,
which, we take it, 8 to embollial. Me
Dixon &eott's articte on that ~distin-
guished writer.  Hpacs forbide n. sien-
mory- in ‘thin jste of the many. ad-
miralde articlea Ly D Will
Mm Alice MeynoH, Profeesor 'omlgate,
Littd)., Mr W. (i A. Axan, Mr Hollwook
Javkson, snd Mr Edward Thomus, but 1

- Milman, Darwin, and Dufferin.”

Narry,

witl relurn to some of these articles
later. An erticle by Mr Edwin Pugh,
on “UGising,” in view of the atorm of
disapprobation Mr Morley Ruberts® “Pri-
vate Life of Henry Maitland” has radaed,
will be.of special mterest to readems.
Interesting to Cliftonites.

Admirers of Jobhn Henry Newboll's
fine “Songs of the Sea” will be glad to
hear that Mr. John Murray has an-
nounced a complete collection of hia
poetical worka,

An Old Publishing Firm.

. The name of John Murray as publisher
on the title page of o book is always
sufficient punrantee of its inner exeel-
lence, for no publishing house in London
can show more - creditable antecedants.
Founded originally in 1768, it i one of
the oldest publishing houses in London.
But it was not until the Michaelnns of
1812 that the publishing firm of Murray
enfered into oceupation of their present
premivea at 50, Albemaurle Strect, there-
after to Lecome one of the literary
shrines of London. *“What a change,”
says & “Bookman” writer, “in literary
times and manners those hundred years
Lave scen! In 1812 the Peninsular War
waa in progress; Lord Liverpool became
Prime Minister; and America declared
war upon us.  Earlier in the same year—
in Mnrch, in fuct—the two first cantos
of ‘Childe Harcld' had suddenly bronght
Byron™ name into prominence. He had
awoke and found himself fumous. Since
then Allbemarle Street has lLeen an in-
tellectunl centre of intereat. In the
drawing room, which in those duys was
over the shop, for the preseut Lusinresa
premises at 50a were opened subwequent-
ly, such men ns Byren, Scott, nad Tun
Moore gathered; and among other great
names connected with this house during
its century are Gladstone, Disvaeli,
Borrow, Ccleridge, Stanley. Livingstone,
The
present head of the house is Mr. Jobn
Murray, fourth of his line, ond to him
we wish uany happy yearly returns of
lnat Michaelmas Duy, and to his de-
scendnnts ancther century of publishing
ns successful as the one which has just
been celebrated.

REVIEWS.

Charles the Great: Mrs. H. . Pen-
rose (London: Methuen and Co.)

Charlea Benha rteminds us not o
little of Ceorge Fliot's creation, Mr.
Cassaubon, though Mra. FPenrose, con-
trary to that author, ke conceived her
villain in light comedy vein. = Charles
Benbam, like Mr, Cassaubon. wus al-
ways posing as a great intellect, occu-
pied in the making of a book which is
to set him on a pinnacle of greatnesa
nnachieved by any previcus geniua, At
lenst, this i the Jdea he has managed
to inatil into Lis .only sister's mind,
who breaks her engagemeit with  her
lover because Charles has managed to
convince her that without her minister-
iug care and inepirative presence mwear
Lim always, “his ereative faculty would
auffer eclipse.” How a conspiracy is
natehed and brought to a sutisfactory
conclusion against Charles Henhamn, in
which he literally forces hia mimter into
the arms of her once rejected lover, is
told more smarily and amusingly ihan

could be imagived. ‘“Charles the
Great™ iz pure comedy or satiric
reflection  from start Lo finish, -

and. thengh in striet justice, Charles ~

Benham's despicable act in taking erelit
for a highly succersful work written by
another man, shoufd have been punished
Dy publie expoaure, the reader will think
him punished sufMiciently when he dis-
covers that the witra-fastidious humbug
evenlually hecomes engaged to a plain
girl, who takes severs in boots..has &
loud voice and tread, fond of strenunous,
outdoor sporta. and who mway Le trusted
to see Llat he shares them willy mnilly,

Perfeot Health for Women ant
Childremn 1 Hy EKlizabeth Sloan
Cheaner. {London: Methuen and Ca,
3/6.) RN R

Few households nowadays, since good
lienllh has been considered of infinitely
more impontabce (han wealth, can af.
ford to dispense wilh some experl, yet
wisnple medical and  diygienic  aoenual
whivh will teach the way to ward off

ill amd promote gnod hiealth, radher than

cura ihe actual disease. In Dr. Klvan

Cheraer's work s to be found simple vet

compreliensive talks on health and hy-

giene. Many “Iamily physiciana™ in
book form are 00 teohmicni and {00 in-
volved ko Lo of real aawirlance inm ibe

47

hame, But the present work deals with
“Ilealth and llygiene,” both from fhe
woman's and the doetor’s point of view -
a happy esmbingtion, aurely. 1t providco
information oan the preservaticn of
health end youlh, on oivk nursing and
firat aid, am} on everyday ailmearta- and
how to doal with them. A ecolion is
dewoled to the care amd management of
chikiren. I4 has fallen to my lol ko re-
view mmany worke on the vitally iuport-
ant quistion of health and hygiene, bul
never. one 3o all-anbracing in its scope,
w0 full of common sense, yet 3o inspiring
to aclf-help and prevention of disease,
yeb whoelly expert. Tts price, too, an)
the extreme simplicity of its direcliona
and preseripttona brings it within the
reach of the very poorest and the most
ordinarily intelligent Thowsewife and
mother to whom it will prove & help in
caleulable. The work was read and np-
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Writa for our Latest List of Newly
Publishad Bosks om pll Subjects,
OCCULT AND NEW THOUGHT
R BTUDIES
PIIARROLOGY, ASTROLOGY,
PALMIBTILY,
And &1l Kindred Bubjects, publlshed
and sold by us.

TITLES OF BOOKS
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‘The Young Authors
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How to Becure a Uualness Lidu-

.catlen at Home ..o v...... O W
The Practical Horse acd Cattle .. °
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The Practical T'oultry Keeper.. 0 ®
Twelve Complete Novelettes .. 0 B
The BIg Yaiue Premium Budget ¢ 9
Seventy-five Complete Btorles.. 0 ®
The Mystle Oracle ............ 0 #
Mesmeriam and Clairvoraoce .. 0 ¥
The Wllder Doodle’s Lova

roooa.., e eriareees o9
The 'Phrilllor Adventores of &

New York Detectlve .0 8
Fome Amusemenis ... S0
Popular Ilays sud Farces for

Amatenr Theotsicald ....... [ )
The Model Book of Dielogues /3]
How to Traion Animala ........ @ ¥
The Practleal Guide to Flori-

CUBUTE o hae aneee i A I ]
Modern Etignette for all Ocea-

RLOBS |, o Virarrerss OB

The Iteady Neckoner
The Iteady Neference Manual
of ['acts, ¥lgures and Statls-
B 1 1 R T [ERER
¥very Noy Hin Owo Toy-maker..
TFEAD OUR LIBERAL OFFEL.
We will pend any three of tha above
books, post free, on reeelpt of 1
and meven for 5/-, or ffteen for T/-,
or the whole serles of .
30 Hookw for 1R/6. -
Btampa accepted, Colonlat ' . or
Forelgn. Muat wesd P.O. ‘or Cojos in
& Regisiered Letter. —Address,
The Modera Bolenoe Publishing
Co., T8 and 79, Pearl Baildiags,

Portmmonth, England.

OVER ONE MILLION VOLUMES
HAVE ALREADY EBEEWN S0OLD

THE NELSON
ENCYCLOP/EDIA,

IN TWENTY-FIVE YOLUMES,
Including
DICTIONARY AND ATLAS,
HANDSOMELY BOUND IN CLUTH

Price, 1w, 3d: per volumae,
IA (‘omplel-'ﬂm\,e!np-dlg; A.acni"l
Scholarly, Up-lo-dals, . “'

CONTAINE MOREK SKPARAYE
ARTICLES TILAN ANY OTIIRIt
© DBRITISH ENCYCLOFADIA.

Arcanged for Kany Relerance, Tlemark-
ably Compact ln Size,

Price, 318. 3d, complets,
UPTON AND CO.,

Beokeollors,
QULELN 3TRELT. AUCKLAND.




