
dkHOwred that the blockfl assigned to

them were situated in a remote part
oi the province, and that they ■ were

almost inaccessible, owing to the lack of

loads. It is. hard for us to-day to

><si li.se. the difficulties and hardship*
which th<i-c brave men and women had

to surmount. A journey which could

easily be made in a single day at the

present time then took three weeks to

accomplish. In many cases the settlers
had to go to their homes carrying tlu?

younger children on their backs, and so

complete was the isolation that they
were often on the verge of starvation,
living chiefly on potatoes and pumpkins
am! such f’oh a- they could catch. The

erst of conveying m\e-sary (supplies was

almost prohibitive. Much of the land
was of the poorest quality. However,
they stuck to their holdings. The land
which was then valueless now poi hesses

a ratable value of a quarter of a niilli-n

flter.injr.
JI J*

The Spirit of the Fast.

The gathering itself was eloquent of
the spirit in which the members of the
Albertland Settlement faced the task be-

fore them. Mr. G. Tibbitts said that
when they came out they did not ex-

pect to pick up gobi in the streets, and

he declared that in spite of all the hard-

ships they had had to face, he would

still, if he were young again, want no-

thing better than to take up land in the

back-blocks. He declared that he had

had a glorious life among the hills and

the rivers, and that it had been one long
picnic for 50 years. Mr. T. Wilson, oi

Paparoa, recalled the great occas-

ion when he returned home with his first

cow. purchased at a cost of £2O, and

the manner in which he had been be-

friended by Mrs Rowsell, of Maunga-
Aurotu, This lady, who is now 81 years

of age. was able to add her own inemor-

i« s <>i this famous occasion. The Prem-

ier. w ho was present, said that his parents,
alt h< ugh i.ot actually Albertlanders,
had come out to New 7 Zealand at the
same time under similar conditions. He

paid a Wiirm tribute to the pluck, grit,
and success of these pioneers o*f settle-
ment in the North. He declared that

they were not only heroes and heroines,
but benefactors of the Dominion. Their

monument had been established for all
time in smiling fields and. prosperous
homes. This eventful gathering of old

settlers was brought to a happy con-

elusion by a most enjoyable musical pro-

gramme provided by the Albertlanders.

J* &

Early Pioneers.

It is the custom to-day to enlarge

upoi the • magnificent physicpie. Hturdi-
m.ss. pluck, and resourcefulness of the

native-born New Zealander. This is often

dom at the expense of what is called

the decadent Englishman, and many are

nevi r tired of pointing out the superi-
ority of the local production over the

new <hum\ It is. therefore, well to re-

member that those who lajre the brunt

of tin hardships inseparable from early
settlement all came from the Homeland.
No s'dtler taking up land to-day in the

most isolated districts of the Dominion
has to endure one-tenth of the privations
so bravely faced by the men of old. One

cannot read tin* story of these brave Non-

conformists. seeking liberty and freedom

in a new land, without feeling the pulse
quicken with admiration for their hero-

ism ami their fortitude. Many have

reaped a well-earned reward in the shape,
of material prosperity; others have

reaped but little of this world’s goods,
but have been strengthened with the

knowledge that through their untiring
efforts the wilderness has been made pro-

ductive. and homes planted in waste

places of the earth. Nor is this in any

way to decry the noble work that has
been done, and is still being done by our

settlers of to-day. Only one cannot help
feeling that many a lonely man and

woman in the backbloeks of New Zea-

land must have received an . added

strength, and a further inspiration to

coinage in the midst of privations and

trials, from the records of those who half

a centiiiy ago laid the foundations on

•which so many prosperous homes have

Binve b en built.

The Larger Patriotism.

Mr. Balfour, in addressing the Royal
Senft•s«li Corporation, dwelt at some

length on the subject of patriotism In
the Dominions. After referring to the

patriotic spirit which was now lieing
shown throughout the Empire.' he went
on to say. “The (Canadian, the Aus-

tralian. the New Zealander, the citizens
of South Africa—l need not enumerate

•1! the great dominions and dependencies
of thia country they mus 4 have, and

they ought to have and they will have,
their own feeling of separate nationality.
A Canadian is a Canadian; he wants,
ajid he ought to want. Canada to have

its own principle of development, its
own future. So also Australia, pursu-
ing the great experiment of freedom and
self-government on very different lines

from those of Canada. lines which Aus-

tralia has chosen for herself, she is fol-

lowing as “a free country, as a member

of that great congeries of free countries

which make up our Empire. Do not

let us discourage their feeling of local

patriotism. Let us only ask them to

follow the example of Scotland, and to

cultivate that feeling of nationality for

themselves, the Canadian for the Can-
adian*. the Australian for the Austral-
ians, but all for the British Empire.*’

JI

The Dissatisfied Worker.

Labour troubles continue to cause con-

cern in the Dominion. A couple of boats

are still held up in Wellington because

the owners decline resolutely to concede
the demands of the firemen for more

assistance. It is declared that the work

is too heavy for the number of firemen
employed. In another instance the fire-

men threatened to go on strike if the

early shift could not get hot instead of
cold meat for breakfast. The hot meat

was given. The biggeet and most serious

ti:r«sle is-in connection with the deman 'r
for higher wages by the slaughtermen.
The men ask fur 30/ per 100 sheep, and

an offer by the companies to give 27/6

per 100 has been rejected by ballot.
Notice has been given that work will
cease next Monday. At present neither
side are prepared to yield. A strike is

certain tin Inn a compromise is effected.

&

Nipped in the Bud.

A police prosecution at Auckland last

week was responsible for a rather start-

ling revelation, pointing almost certainly
to the existence of an organised business

resembling the horrible white slave traf-

fic in the older countries, ami controlled
by recent arrivals of very questionable
repute. All the people concerned were of

foreign nationality, and not desirable
immigrants. One of the m iles, who had

got away to Australia, but was enjoying
a monetary share of the business, had

been deported from London and Hogged
in South Africa for engaging in the white

slave traffic. Another male with the

<apital had been a saloon-keeper in

Seattle, and he wa* forced to get out be-

cause even in that unconventional coun-

try his odablishment did not come with-

in municipal requirements- Two others

appeared to be battening on the women.

The result of the police vigilance has

l»eeii to drive these objectionable foreign-
ers out‘of the country ami to stamp out,
for the time being, at least, a serious

menace to the morality of the city. The

alarming consequences of such a trade
getting a sius-essfiil fooling in the Do-

minion emphasises the need for unre-

mitting vare on the part of the anthori-

tie«.

JI J<

University Reform.

Some reforms in university work sug-

gested by the Professorial Conference,
held in November last, were criticised by

Sir Robert Stout in his annual address to.

the Senate at Auckland on Last.

The syllabus had been stigmatised aB

“archaic” by the “reformers,” yet, ac-

cording to Sir Robert, the suggested
alterations were trivial. The Confer-

ence, he pointed out, recommended that

the degree of Bachelor of Science be

abolished ; that it was a peculiar method
of selecting a course for the degree. It

was true that the report stated that the
conference had to consider in the future

the creation of a new degree in Science;
but, judging from the little said about it,'
one would infer that it was not to be a

general Science Degree, but one of a tech-
nical character—that is, connected with

agriculture, manufactures and other such

pursuits. L uder the existing system
there are two primary degrees, B.A. and
B.Sc. In the B.A. degree Latin or

Greek, is compulsory. . In the B.Sc. de-

gree four Science subjects are compul-
sory—mathematics, physical science,

chemistry, botany, or in lieu of botany,
zoology, or geology or physiology. The

conference proposed one degree, but it

was to be a bifurcated degree, that is,
there would be a B.A. degree proper, with

only one science subject, and a B.A. de-

gree mainly scientific. In fact, the only
change, said the Chancellor, was that,
mathematics not being compulsory a

student might get a B.A. degree for
passing such subjects as he would have

had to pass in.B.Sc., only that , three in-

stead of four sciences were required. This
was a slight change to get rid of the

“archaic” nature of ’the syllabus. It had

taken two years or more of labour and
thought of the reforming professors to

discover this wonderful remedy. The

proposal was really a lowering of the

science requirements. Sir Robert dealt
at length with the proposal of the Con-

terenee that teachers in each subject
must examine in the subject, indicating
clearly iVhat it all meant, and summed

up the position by declaring the resolu-

tions framed by the Conference centred
all power and authority of the university
in the professors.

British Pacific Fleet—Government

Declaration.

Speaking on the subject of naval de-

fence at the 'Hiaines, the Prime Minis-

ter said that he was well satisfied with

the progress of the defence movement

as far as the land forces were concerned,
but he was not so well satisfied with

naval matters. The Balkan. War had

shown clearly the consequences of a lack

of preparedness, and in the final struggle
the nation that was best prepare<l would

succeed. There was much discussion as

to the form which the establishment of

a fleet in t.he Pacific should take, but as

far as New Zealand was concerned, it

stood straight out for a British Pacific
fleet. It might ’consist of ships of Can-

ada, of Australia, ami of New Zealand,
of the Britsh Navy, or of ships of all the

countries he mentioned, but however
details were arranged, there should be

no possible question as to the’supremacy
of British naval forces in the Pacific.
When the first shot was fired, the fleet

must Im? a purely British Imperial fleet,
and under Imperial control. Its con-

stituent parts must stand ahoulder to

and when the call came, that

he believed would cotne, he was satisfied

that New Zealand would be as ready
to answer as she.had ever been.

Evil Days for the War

Correspondent.
The war correspondent has fallen upon

evil days. There was a time when he was

an honoured guest, and when generals
were by no means averse to an adequate
report of their achievements. But all
that has been changed. The correspon-.
dent has been voted a danger and a

nuisance, and if his presence is tolerated
at all it is on the understanding that he
shall see nothing. The correspondent of
the London “Standard,” writing from Bel-

grade, says that lie might as well be at
Rome, that he is allowed to telegraph
nothing and that the authorities have

even destroyed the whole of the foreign

correspondence in the mail after economi-

cally licking the stamps off. . Letters sent
through the Austrian bank might perhaps
be forwarded, but everything else was

suppressed. That the Servians have,
learned some of the gentle art of civilisa-

tion is shown by the fact that two of the

censors were dismissed for themselves

selling to foreign newspapers the items

which they had deleted from messages of

correspondents. Thus, through a com-

munity of knavery do we recognise tho

kinship of the world.

J?

The Purity of English.
From time to t'me the question is

raised as to whether ihe present genera-
tion can write EngTr-h ;us correctly as

did the one preceding. 'Hie u»se of “will’*

and “shall,’’ of “would” and “should,”
to many people a ctumbling - block, a

snare, and a delusion. How many ignor-
ant of their heinous sin continue to em-

ploy the split infinitive which we are tohl
•sounds so barbariouidy in claissic' ears!

Even the London "Times” h?js had to

change itis time-honoured phrase, “he in-

tended to severely punish the prisoners,”
into “he intended to punish the prison-
ers severely.” The gain is cbv-ious. A’
learned doctor has been deploring the

manner in which we fail to appreci ite

the subtle distinction between the two

words “bide” and “abide.” The reader!

of Meredith’s letters have been scan-

dalised to note that he writes “alright,”
instead of making two words, “all
right,” and as if in revolt at this pedan-
tic love for grammatical exactness we

have a learned Bishop of the English
Church declaring that he loves nothing
.so well as to escape from the puns£ to
the expressive language of the East End.

He thinks that all real power of meta-

phor— all really expressive adjectives—-
are to be found amongst the costers and

the bargees. Those who have listened
to the fluent manner in which a bushman
or bullock-driver can reflect on the ances-

try and ultimate destination of all things
living cannot fail to perceive that for
real power of exprt. sion those who have
never been brought up on Lindley Mur-
ray can give points to thoie who pride
themselves on the precision of the;. Eng-
lish.

°

Idiomatic English.
For really powerful and expressive

idiom one frequently Ims to go to the
foreigner who. untrammelled bv any pre-
cise rules of grammar, often succeeds in

expressing himself in a manner that must
excite the envy and admiration of those
to whom English - is the native tongue.
We give two specimens to illustrate this
point. One is an advertisement of a

lamese paper. which is to.be published
in English. Jhe advertisement reads as

follows:—

"The neusof English we tell the latest.
Writ in perfectly style and most earliest.
Do a murder get commit, we hear and
tell ol it. Do a mighty chief die, we

bublish it, and in borders of sombre.
Staff has each one been college, and
writ like Kipling ami the Dickens.
We circulate every, town and extortion-
ate not for advertisements. Buy it
By it.”

The other is the welcome of a Kaffir

spokesman to a resident magistrate just
arrived at t'ala.* ITanskei, South Africa:'

“We cordially welcome your pluck and
goodness in earning among such pusill-
aminary and unwholesomely ignorant
people. We are over-joyful to get such
a weak, non-exeitable, superabundantly
harmonious one as a magistrate,” Both
are curious examples of how ignorance
ami sincerity can between them achieve
all the effect of style. No proficient
English scholar would have the courage
to write that . admirable "liorders of

sombre”; and the "Buy i>t. By if' has

a . crescendo of appeal which not . the
latest devices ot Fleet-street could sur-

pass.

THE LITTLE DOG: “If they'd only start fighting, I might get away."

"Turkey is looking for the same development now as took place in 1856 and 1877.
On both these occasions she was saved at the moment of defeat by the quarrels of

the Europeans."—Mr Harold Spender in the "Daily News and Leader.’’
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