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- Music and Drama.

By BAYREUTH.
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BOOXKINGS,
(Dates sublect to alterationy

ACUCKLAND PICTGRE BOOWS.
The Lyric Thentre, Eynicnds Btrest—
Nightiy. :
Roral Albert Hall. Albert Sireet—XNlghtly.

Ragtime mund Torkey Trot Muasic.

ROM time to time Awmerican rag-
time aopd tnrkey-trot music ia
lebated in all ita aspects, and
recently mucl heated argument

Iag eentved around the question whether
it i3 gnod  or bad for the people. While
it s been vigorously denguunced jn high
quarters, distinguished, or at least able,
apulogists bave mnet been wanting for
the wvartickling ragtime. One corres-
pondent in an American musical journal
avers that the public umloubtedly needs
<omg form of primitive musie, hut he
is not, sure whether that need is best
filled by ragtime, “IWhat is the condi-
tion in other couniries?y” he says. “They
lave no ragtime, Are the masses, there-
fore, without any music at all? Ne, they
have a higher standard, that is all
They have the same ‘dead line’ between
popular and artistic muaie, but the popu-
Jar music is raised to & Ligher level, be-
caunse thera is mo  nen-prugressive aml
non elevating element like ragtime in
it,” Cyntinuing i this strain,-the writer
snms up the position which ragtime ce-
cupies in his econntry by saying that “It
pesitively  hinders a mwusieally mieul-
tured person in gaining an appreciation
of ligher musie”

The avgwaents  the  correspondent
makes against ragtime are questionable.
In the fivst place it ia doubtful if the
popular music of ether countries is one
whit hetter, or more elevated from an
art point of view, than the American
pevilint form of  syncopated rhythm,
conunonly known as ragtime. “La Pa-
boua,” avd music of that order, played
by the Ftalian and Spanish peasants en
their eternal guitar aml mwaudelin, may
Le of a more romantic cast, but it s
vertainly heavd with a3 mueh albharrence
by the musically cultivated Spanpiard or
Ttalian ag is ragtime by the Awmerican
arl connwoissenr, But there is an aspeet
uf the ragtime question which has been
smewhat overlovkeit by the uumernus
people who have taken part in its de-
hate.  And that is its evolution as a
distinet national fornt.  Of course the
misival  elasaivist will vigorously seout
the LWew of ragtime heing in the nature
uf o distinet national form from which
beitey  things wmight one day evolve.
Neverileleas,  this  form of American
misie i3 alive and real, and anything in
‘e nature of even a heginning of a dis-
teolour v sehool in ity muaiz is of
al importance to every eomununity,
rally to eonntries young in art such
“4 Australasin and America., Marahall-
1ll, of Melbourne, is a strong advocate
Tor distinetive music in colour, form, and
Uprogramme” from otee contposerd, pul
he ittle hope for worthy Anatralian
alditions to the world’s musical litera-
tive Lill such time a3 our musiciuny shall
imbue their eompusitions with an hdi-
rhlnality that shall come to ba known as
“Australian?
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Coon Bongs In Germany.

lL_ia sumething in favour of American
Tagtime to know that it bas penetrated
to termany, the atroughold of musical
vlansiclsny, ~ where the Aulerican  ¢oon
fongs have taken & grip on the popular
faney. In this eonnection the following
Pavagraph ovcura in a leader in the Lou-
o “Alugical News” of a few months
I20 on “la Musical Taste Decaying in
Uurluany!”;——

It I8 certalnly very mad that rag-
time shiould he preferved to Chopin, aml
Wat Leo Kubb should be more appreci-
wled than Wagner, Uuat still thera is
Nathing very new or very serions about
the fuct, 'Cha cireles which really enjoy
S light forms of music are nat the
vireles wiiich wra truly musical, When &
MUL oucs appreclates fine music, ihe
Tighter manifestations of what for want
of & better term is ealted musia mimply
Pusnea him by; it he wers in censider
It werioualy, 6 would dlsgust hins, but,
i it ls, he losks upen it meraly a9
AMNsenent for un idle moment, He ean
mever feel the mad enthusieam for it
hich  mon-musleal winds axperieace,
ven In thems lustances, however, the

vopue i3 but eplemeral; mnewcomera
thrust out ekbstagers. This type of

- miwt is pretty universal, and ebtains in

Germany as much as elsewhere, hut we
do not infer frem that that German
musical  taste is on the down-grade.
There, aa elsewhere, it ia left, to the few
to keep the fag of classieal art Aying™

Frnturist Music and the Crities,

The topie of conversation in Knglish
anusial circles receutly has been Armold
Bchonberg’s futurist compositions. They
have, tu say the least, created n mild
furore, aud mot a little bewilderment.
The critics have had some very haril
things to say abont the new wmusie. Ap.
petded are some extracts:—

“The Times."—An esaay on disson-
Ance. . , . It was like a poem in
Tibetan; not one single soul in the room
enldd possibly have understood it at o
fivst lhearing, . The lisicaer was
like a dweiler in Flatloud strainisg his
mind to wnderstand the ways of that
mysterions ocenpant of three dimensions,
man.  As far, hewever, as it was pos-
sible tu tramscend one's limitations, tha
musie seemed to be g stusdy in textures,
o« o« AL the conclision, Lalf the audi-
euce hissed, That seems a tog deeisive
julguent, for s all' they puy turn
wub to Dbe wrong: 4he other Lhalf ap-
platwded more vehemeutly than the case
warranted, for it coull hargly have been
from understanding.

“Daily  Telegraph'— There is much
that is literally shocking. Oue teit,
however, that there is a lot of deliberute
Jogie i these pieces, , . . It i
musie well put together; form and con-
trist —two big things-—ave thers, " ugli-
ness ®  galore, “beanty ¥ atarved to
death, sheer technical skill unsurpassed.
It is & *human doenment,” bewildering
enough, it is troe, but hwwan, and im-
mensely personal to the writer himself.

*JMerning Yost.*—1t i8 Dbest deacribed
as nature muzie. The key to the under-
standimgr of this ““music” is an sequaint-
ance with epen-air life, proferably in
that part of the world whera there ave
large quauntities of live stock. The
gonmls  they wonld add te those o
nzture are faithfutly reproduced. ., . -
It is the reproduction of the sounds of
nature in their crudest form. Alodern
intelleet it i3 gemerally supposed has
advancarll  beyond  mere elementary
noises; llerr Sehouberg has not.

“ Daily Mail*—Herr Schonberg seems
to start where Herr Richard Strauss
enda. Tle bleating sheep, the Lellowing
cattle, and eraucking whips of tho sacrifi-
einl procession “Electra™ are celes-
tial harmoniesa when compared with the
tortured, yet inlinitely subtle, discords
of these orcheslral pieces.

“Dnily  Expresa Sehouberg's
pianciaorts musie is dream;
Jiis orchiestral musie §4 little short of a
nightmare, 1t recalts memories of the
ineongruoua combinationg that 1o
troubled the sleep of the Lord Chancellox
in * folanthe.”

The programme explained that it
econtalun the experience of his enotional
life.”  They are certainly very mixeit
emotiops,  On the whole, one wonders
whether in Me Schonbery wmusic has not
at last nnearthed a humoriat .

Adventarea of o Prima Dangna,

Madawe Xueiba, after 14 months spent
in Australia, has returned to England,
where she lus started on a concers tour.
Interviewed by the " ¥aily News,” the
fanras primn Jonna gave somo of Jer
expericnves. b had a wplendid time,”
sl aaid.  * The people seemied to like
me; they erammed onond banged ayd
fought for ticketa, I fact, over 1IKHY
of them waitel from 4 o'clovk in the
worning to pget seats, and when they
were admitted (much earlier than naual)
the mnanaygrment teat them n grawd
pluno to while away the time of watt-
ing. They gave an uaprempiu coucert,
and sang very well, tuo. Wa discoverved
yuite & gomd tenor among them, and he's
Jow weing traived.

" They were very enthusiastio, aml
lowereld Huwers from the gallery on
wtring!

4 Austratian audiencea arve more un-
conventional than English ones.  'Tho
people at Nyiluey gavo me s gohl howl
and my Mebusrue fricids made we &
present of a gold tuving cup.”

Mme. Melba kad more than one exeit-
Ing adventure. Ous day sha ect out by
motor-ear from Albany te Melbourne
{roughly 2600 miles} ta try and beak
the train N

A Wanderful Read.

* I shudder at the recollection of it,™
she said, ' We gut lost in fors and
mists, and the rond was terrible; 1 way
Jolted from one end of the car to the
other, KEvery time we askel what the
road ahead was like, we were told that
we bhad just got over the best part,
and there was ever so aulh worse to
cone,

“The provisiens ran out, and when
weé got hame I had hysterive, und the
shauffeur lad to go to bed and stay
there for {wa days.”

Qn another aceasion, * for the sauke of
diversion,” Mme, Muelba visited a dam
in conrse of construction, aml undertonk
& journry in a *flying box "—-na rough
€2y which crosszes a chasm, in this casa
&00ft deep. ** T just lay in the bottom
and serveamed,” said the prima donna,
with a shudder, “ Bt wasy horribie™

Whoe Was Mr, Haulet?

To be hrief: Hawlet was the guy that
made the soliloquy fameus, From early
boyhegd Ham was a lowl thinker anid
often annoyed the family by thinking in
his aleep.  When be grew up le devel-
oped the hahit of talking while the
audience wept.

T% seems Hamlet's father was kinging
it over all the ULruncttes In Demmack
just hefore the curtain went up, amd
from all reporta he was a perfeetly com-
Plete and satisfactory king, never puay-
ing so much attentiun to the rﬁtcen A%
to arouse public sentiment. ut one
aiternonn, while the king was out in the
shed fixing up the gas-metre, aoie hLate-
Tul person siipped  up and dropped a
mateh into the joh. His Majesty made a
rye face, but thera were no bartenders
near to vatify the royal desive, so with-
out even waitiug to say anything famous
the king joined the Elerual Hasbeens.

The queen felt real had about this,
and it took all the under parties,
matinees, ete, that could be arrangml
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10 drown her sorrow,” ITfowever, when it
{the sorrow) Hlually went down for the
third time, gha fared forth again on the
chappy sea of mairimony, thia time with
1he dewmised king's brother as Lhe skip-
per.

When UHamlet bheard of this hia
princely Angora becamo deculedly ram-
pant, and lie immediately acensed hig
namma il the new king of jebbing the
cratwhile Ureatest Mack in Denmark,
The now king raid it was ne such thing,
aud that the Hig Noise had cashed in
Trom eating diweased tlaned meat and
soft-shell eraba.  Tlis seemed Teasonabla
enough ta satisfy the eoroner, anyhow,
Hut all this made no impression wpon
the sultry Danc, who waa beiny visited
at more than faushionalle late hours hy
& fellow that gava Lis name an Mr.
Lthoat and who wsait he conld enly get
oitt at nights, becaurs he had to wark
all day hooking awells.

One night he came in just as Humlet
was killimg a welsh rabbit, nml wlen ha
had told all he knew Mamlet thought he
hagd evidence enough to go ahead. 11 the
salicitor for the defence had ouly becn
wise he would have eontendul that Ham.
Tl ato the rabhit before he said he saw
the ghast.

But to go on, when Hamlet's olfac-
tory nerve wised bin up to tha fact that
there was  ‘“something wrong in the
Stale of Denmark,” he developed o ter-
rible grouch, evalved eountless yards of
blank verae on the perfidity of women,

beginning  with  the  immartal  line,
“Women are but  true  ps their dom-
plexions,” anmd  thea  proceeded  to

neglect, seovn and alka just plain {hrow
down Lis evsiwhile lady luve, Ophelia,
Ophelia Lad just begun to think about
getting weasuved for n erown, and whew
the priwee suddenly tonk awmother tavk,
the lady was chagrined und otherwino
pecvel. As a result gha beesing mare
and mere light-lheaded as time went on,
until tinally ale lad nothing on her
mind but ler coiffurs, and veyen that
Koo oue elsg had reared fram child-
hool. Mev favourite pastime woi to go
out aml pick seaweed for her lover. but
flowera always vemiaded ilamlet of hia
florist Lilh, awd he vefused 1o wear any.
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TheE. & F. Piano Agency

(LIMITED)

Have Removed to Temporary Premises in Wyncham Street,
Auckland opposite Cas Co.’s Offfices,

‘Where businass will ba carried on ma wauul, doring extonsive alieratioun
and additions Lo pramises &t 101 Guesn Ktruet,

Biock ex a5 Pakeba now unpacking.
Qtaki and Nershana arriving,

8. COLDICUTT

Large Shipmentn per u.s,

= Manager




