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HOUCGH wmany books liave been 1s.
sued denling  with the publie
social life of the Second Empire,
there is none tlut we can repiem-

per that gives us such pleasant glimpass
of the private life of the Fmperor and
Lmpiess 43 are shown in D, Barthez™s
Jwok, which is entitled “The Empress
Tugenie and Her Circle,” and of wl'eh
an Engli- translation has been made by
Alr. Bernard Miall, for Mr, T. Fisher
Uawin, who has issued it at 10/6 net,
The work takes the form of a collection
of letters, written onfy for intimate read.
ing, by Dr. Barthez, who was physician
to the Prince Imperial. Too many me-
moirs of the Second Empire fatigite us
with the cheap pemposity and artificial
ity of that sterile period; but Dr. Bar-
1hez—who writes from Saing-Cloud and
Iiarritz—was fortumete in  seeing the
patural, spontaneous, and human zide of
the Imperial conple. His professional
duties were somewhat superogatory, the
Trince being entivély in the hands of a
masterful Knglish nurse. When he is not
required, or whea the house party grows
tno bointerons for his taste, he slips up-
stairs to write to hiz “dear and good
Octavie” The doctor gives us a singular
picture of the lholiday Court, yet a plen-
santer gne than that lefi by most writers
of the time: the Emperor, a lttle leavy
and ohstimate, but simple, kindly, ac
tively beuevolent, and evidently lovable;
ilie Empress, high-spirited wnd prejudieed,
with the manners of a romping adiwol-
givl: Loth always on the point of falling
}iniims ta enuui, and to eseape it throw-
ing themselves into the ordinary amuse-
wenls of the  uncultivated; excursion
Elft('l' excursion. picnic after pienic, and
in the evening, games, mostly of a kind
that davolves active “iagging” or the
d‘i~f'u--:iou of such subjecls as magnz-
tioin. fable-turning, ete., ele, Only to-
wards the ewl of the ook do we find
ren of the calibre of Merimee comman-
deered (o ammuse the Imperial cirvle. ‘Ehe
ook ehowld be rend as giving a picture
of two historieal figuves in their unaf-
fected momenta,

Christmas: In Ritual and T-adi-
tien, Christlan and Pagan.

Mr. Clenent A. Miles hias written, and
Mr. T, Fisher Cawin has publizhed, a
velume bearing the title of our headline,
which threws an exceedingly interesting

alit on the ritual observed in Christmas
ties. That much of the titual ob-
el in religious and otiser festivaly are

als of Paganism many people are
aware, but how Cly smoand Pagan cus.
toni and feativity became Llended into
fhe 13 a matter thet is known only to
these who Iave made o sericus study of
beosubject.  {n Mr. Miles' work an at-
“ipk has been made to give some idea
ol the manner in whieh Christnras is, and
lias been, celebrated in various parts of
Lurape. and to separate as far ws pos.
sihle, the Pagan and Christian elements,
thowing, iowever, how one his influenced
e othier, many heathen practices having
Liken on o Christian forat, while . the
Lhurel's  celobration  hns gained in
warmtlt and humanity by contact with
sitliey festal customs, The first part of
the Laok iy devoted to stwlies of the
{lristisn nspects of the Testivul aa re-
flected in poetry, ritual and drama, whils
in the secomd part are doscribed. and
when possible explained, munerous Pagan
l“ll-l_ums and superstitions belonging to
(‘hnslmns and its neighbouring fesiivals.
Care Tas heen taken by Mr, Miles to pre-
Eerve e charm and picturesqueness pro-
T*r Lo these festivals, nnd at {ha kame
time inake his work of value to serious
fudenta,

Marriage.

A new novel by M. H. (i, Wells i3 al-
Wars an event in the litetary world; in-
deed one might sy a startling event of

e, po eandidly docs he write on social
;an Mud wnatters of aex, llis mew novel

Marriage,” huwever, contuina notbing 1o
shock rewders, though the subject in Mr.

Wells' hands might eaxily hxve bern
made tabwo to fastidious readers. It s
abont a marriage that at first promised
badly, but ended happily. As uswal. ML
ells has used Lhe book s & vélicle to
convey to the world at larwe, for he Lz23
undoubiedly a large and intellectual
audience, his ideas on politics, sceialism,
woman's suffrage, philanthivopie fads, and,
in short, on almast every popular move-
ment going. But however we may differ
with Mr. Wells. he is an anthor who i
always worth reading, though it is griev-
ous te think of the great moral and social
mentor he might have been had he pot
run amok on the sex problem.

Banned Books.

Mlr, Clement Shorter, who is the editor
of, and Wwhe conirvibutes every weck a
mosf delightiul literary letter to the
“Sphere,” has been delivering himself of
a protest against the banning Ly the Cir-
culating Libraries” Association of “The

Zealand Mail for November 13,

erimination shoull be shewn in prohibit-
. u= in the mse of “The Daighters of
fsimael,” certainly youth should not
be allowed s to them.

Eagenics amd Love.

The scicnre of engenics ax tanght by the
ymjority of it tenchers would seem to
Bar sentiment in the ehoosine of mates,
Kir J. Crichten Brown's views en the
marriage problem, amd his interesting re-
ferenee the oller duav to “Love at Firat
Right,” s caused a good deal of dis-
“ision. In the conrse of the paper
which lie read nt e confevence of the
sanitary inspectors in Shellicld, he zabl:
“T am n lweliever in o tove mateh not only
from 4 romantie bhut from the eugenic
point ef view.” Apropos of this deliver-
ance, it is interesting to note that the
Lutezons have published & little book by
the great Nurwegian  feminist, Ellen
Kley, enfitled “Love aml Ethics,” in
which the author applies the iheories of
cugenivs o those  intimate  questivnz
avhich cencern every man and woman

Gift Booek for Boys.

A few weeks and the gift senson will
e upon us, and parents, teachers and
guardiana will be prappling with the
question of which hook is most svitable te
give their own boy or girl. A book for
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Taughters of Eslunuel” by Mr. und Mra.
Kaufman; “Fhe Hussey,” by My, James
Lancaster; and Strindberg®s Canfessions
of a Fool? {Englisl translation). Mr,
Shorter, while he sees nothing to object
to in any of these bouks, gl why praises
highly the Iauffman’a vollaboration as
“a work of the highest moral value,”
sees clearly, as all seusible people mu-t
aee, that thix banning is the finest wdver-
tisement these hooks could hnve. Now,
that there are many sovial evils that re-
quire removing is pliin.  And a united
publie protest in imperative to put down
this particular evil, for sovinl evily, such
% are dealt with in the Kautfman's book,
wauld become instantty non-existent im
the light of publicity. ¢oncerning this
question of immoral hooka. it hus nlwuya
woemeld to us thut o honk in made moral
or immoral aecording to 1he design of the
writer. For the designedly inmeral baok
wa have the deepest anl ihe mnst exe
crable confempt. But a greater disw

BACKWARD,

beys which we specially veeommend to
any doner who does not {hink 7/4 too
mueh to pay for their Cheistmas gift, is
Bagant Taylers “Hoys of (her {‘oun-
triew’ {Pateamsy. The haok is profusely
ilustrated, and the colowmd frontispiecs
guite o work of nrt.

A Holiday Companion,
Reader< of “Funeh” wha a painted
with “The Babbit2"™ and al-n thoap read-

ers  wha  remember  that  delightful
mekange, “The Doyta Flay,” will be de-

1

hted 1o bear that r.  Milae, the
MY ef “TPonch” hias anather book
eonting out with t Methuen™, entitled
=The Holiday Rewul.” - A in “The Day's
Play,” it s a eollection of skelches and
einlogues that Mave alrenly sppeared in
that lending humorons journal. There is
no neeel to dilate on the many excellen-
cies of Mr. Miloe's work, The fact that
e in & reguisr and 5 valued eontributor
10 “Punch”’ is suflicient voucler,

Cprepaved to love hi
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REVIEWS.
The Turmatile : By A, K W, Muson,
{ Lamdom: Hods and  Stoughtoi.

Auckland : Wildman and Arev.)

That the world A very circum-
seribed place, and that some marsiages
are inteed arranged by the powers that
e will be strongly realised by the reader
Inng hefnre he reachea (he  end of Mr,
Mason's very sterling romance, which re-
lates how an unknown girl in outh
Awerica senda a ecable messame, on the
eve of hiz journey, to an Arctic explorer
about to exsay the dizcovery of the South
Lole, aml expressive of her  heart-felt
wizhea for a ttinmphant relwn, a mes
sage which he never troubles to vead, xo
coneentrated are hiz thonghts on kis pro-
jeeted tazk.  Years after he meets this
girl in London and muarries her, still un-
aware that he was the hera of her girl-
oo, and i abnest as geeat jgnorance v}
her real character ns e was of the cone
tents of her cabled message.  Mr. Maron
is Detter known in tl Domiinion  we
think, as a writer than as a very able
emember of the House of Commons. where
he is looked upon as a no inconziderable
anthority on Indiam matiers.  What he
1ihinks of Western edneation fin Indian
Princes is vigorously Lold in his snperily
written * Broken Road.”™  A- represenia-
tive of an important imdustvial conslit
ency Mr. Mason takes himseli seriously.
But not {oo seriously. as will be sern ah
“The Tarnstile ” which, while it i3 emin
enily a novel of ¢ tion, is alsn
largely a novel of high pulj Voration
would scem to be the point on which this
story tuins. For My, Masen arpues
clearly ihat whalever deviations x nuiy
may make from his true vocation during
his eareer he will always be found at iLs
mosk momenteous ern< prappling with
dexpaiv and regred foy not having folow-
ed the path ordained for him Ly jate, or
what you will.  Captain Wiones, the hero
of this story, was ordaimed for explova-
tion, but turned aside to enter the par-
Jiamentary arena for w he had no
voradlivn.  TTe marries a gird who was
= for the dangers be
had passed.” bevanse sbe lad money. amil
eotifd hielp him in his politieal eareer. 1
he lea
and i the lig
Dis duty Mes in following his trae veea
tion of exploration.  Much a3 we appre-
clate wlhat may Le termed as the sentl
mental part of Alr. Ma<an's fine stery,
“FPhe Turnstile” is ae=t inf{eresiing to
s ax an exproszion of his views on ibe
English Jamd B, and the gqualities lie,
iinks nevessary that the aspirant Lo
parliamentary repre-caiaiion shonld ave.
Charaeter, Mr Mason stuntly asseveries,
is the ouly thinx that veally counts in
the House of Communs.  And we con
v agree with him. 1t is the ondy Lhing
ihat really counts in any walk of life.
Our readers on no econnt must miss
* The Tuarnstile.”

Mrs. Lameelot ; A Cemedy of Assump-
1ians ; By Maoriee Hewleit,  (Lon-
don: Maemillan and Co. Aucklaonk:
Wildinan and Ayey.)

Ve, Hewlett has in » Myr<. Laneclot ™
ehenc: a8 hin perimd  (h of {he
reign of William V. during the days
when  the  passing  of  the  eform
Bl wna the mest imporiant measnee
af  the day,  AMra  Labeelot was e
very young wife of Charles Lanetlot, a
clerk in the foreign oflie who  wos
thoroughly imbued with the convietion
that a great eareer wias before him. 1o be
sure, his present ui, thongh he was
a man of good family why bk ivfloemtial
connections, waz a lowly one. but it had
heen sakl mere than  onee tlat Lond
Menthiermer, o persona grata at tCoeart,
and a rising star in the pelitical world,
had his eye on him,  Hut though Laaee-
Jot saw his Margquiz bevoms a Doke. anil
1he Irime Minisler of Tamdd. he sl Te-
mained a elerk, tHE that vel Jetter lay
when the Prime Minister’s exe fell wpen
Mr<. Lameelot at Me<o Mayduke’s, who
was upon his an-picioan- asiony the
Dnke's hostess,  Thourl the Duke was
married amd had zrown-ap =ons he lail
(il a greal reputation for 2allantry wud
a preat Jikimg for Mreao haneelot prew
up in him. whiclh seciety peecciving, nnel
though it had  barely  tondescended 1o
yeconise Mrs LanceloUs existence hefore,
now ponresd wpon lier favonen nigd fi-
Tiviw by the weore. Now, thoughy Loaeslal
is wmy chance with the Dnhe. Al ar
Tanecelot thought wo it fell onl awnd e
had the satisfuction of heing appointel
secrptary 1o (he Duke whivh involved the
residing in A Avite of aparimenls in Lhe
dueal houue, A trinl of Mre Laneebol’s vir-
tue proved to 1he Duke that she wen hoa-
est and hencefnrward, Lhough his love lor




