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The Progressive Art
Movement

An Appreciation of the Arts and Crafts Exhibition

{Caniributed by * Palette,”)

HE part played by art in the in-
telleciual

civilived race of the world is -0
getleraily rvecognised that it is

almost unnecessary to refer a its im-
portance; yet
ment which has for its objeel the 1
ing of the artistie staudard awml the iis-
semiaation of the truths of art, we wust
sive grave thought to the kirger issnes.
Through all the ages the intellectunl has
been the scale by which the grest mi-
tions have heen measured. The peaple
that is without art is 2 peaple withont

develepment of  the

i considering o move-

a natiomal soul. In order that the na-
tivmal eoul may De kept livimg and
healthy, it is neeesssary to stimmlate it,
te keep it i activity,
satislled, with =troug vivid-coloured ap-
peals
mands te the hand, vigorons, electrical,
and like a cold shower, reasen, calm,
four-syuare and logical, to the
Thus dees patriotism become n living
fice, loyalty a veligion, indistry a pro-
cression of delight, home-life and Jove

rostless, un-

to the imagination, shavp com-

Lrzin.

amd Charity !
thought

daily  rejuvenance,

a great worldmaking power,

VUTIRA GONGE, BY YAN DER VELDEN.

SKETCH IN AUCKLAXD IIARBOUR (WATEHR COLOUR), BY A, W. WALSH,

working ever to sublime ends.

The virility ¢f a movement or the
enthusiasm of its supporters is not al-
ways o guarantee of itz rvight divectinm.

Toeo often  ability is misapplied  ang
energy wasted. Too often the worker~
in a canse are unaware of the publi
effect of their labours. To them, wrapt
in their devotion, the nNNecessATY ap-
pears necessary, and it is with wearj
ness and bitterness of heart that theyv
wake at jnst to the futility of thejr
ciforts, Considering, therefore, the Arts
amd Crafts movement from the most
critical viewpoint, it is with gratifying
pleasare that we can give it onr hearty
Approbation, and weleome it as one ot
the most urgently needed public awak-
enings among the many wants of our
community to-day.

Prol:ally never DLefore in the history
of the civilised worll has there bheen a
urealer necesaity for a strang  safe-
wuavding of the true principles of art
The mndern  wide dissemination of
general knowledge, the ARy acveess of
letters, the wany inventions of con
trivances for eheap production, have
brought within reach of the masses, not
only ihe possible acquisition of decara-
tion oul ovmnent, Imt also the desive
for it. That which, half a century ago,
was the privilege of a few, has now be-
come the right of the many. W,
theretore, hali g century ago, could be
done privately to keep the taste of mt
patrons ow a bigh level, must now be
done publiely, hroadly, and with a sore
abandimment of conservativism, In ovder
et the pulilic taste Mmay be saved from
vulzarity, and that the refnement und
right sense <hall become  a nationl
charactevistic of onr pesple, it will he
¥ Ao cast off the shackles of 1he
Jatste ol to some exteat vrevointionise
our art educational  systenss from (he
primary ela<apes wpwanilds.  Teath and
beanty must he  introduesd into  the
oot articles of everyday life, amd
We Inuy Test assured that 3 we sieeewl
i getting art into the homes of the
people. a generation will find it firmly
established Sn their hearts also.

In all elforts for the public welfaue
organisation s Necessary.  Auckland is
therefore 1o I congratnlated on the
imstitution of another virile and well
ordered movement in the Awckland Arls
i Urafts Club, the activities of which
have alrendy elaimml some publie attn-
tion, sl ave now demonstrated in 1he
Club’s first  annial {public)  exhibition,
which constitiutes a2 comprehensive ard
gencrally exesllont art exlibition,

The Club elnims t opresent the pro-
gressive art movenwat in Ancklaoud, o0l
it must be enesnvaging 1o the membos
fo know that 1he new organisation las
mande soely rapil progress that e bes
thun a vy it= active membership has
reaehed over JOU, and it s placed beioe
the public sueh a dine collection of work,

hamediately on entering the
Tery the visitor is Jmpressed w ]
innevation i the scheme of hangioe.
The unsightly,  green-painted,  vertial-
lined  walls  are completely o wl
with  werime welieved with
Lows and streamers of a light miteraol
The elfeet ix derinwlly artistie, pleas:
amd restful. The principle of wee
out, which has evildently Deen sir
applied, Lhough probably ennsing ame
distress 10 those whose work s &
jeeted, mnst ultimately fend to _I!"“d'
for all concerned, and the club is fo
be esngratulated on the flrm stamd it
has token in this motter.




