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Marcus the Chattel.

A Tale of Two Half-brothers..

By Mrs. TALBOT HUNTER.

u QTHER,” said Fustace Toingdes- .

trs, lighting lis cigar, “whe i3
that lovely girl “over there?
Amt when did she come
1odolent Mra, Poingdestre looked acrass
the veramdal to tle gardens, where a
et iful quadioon steod n.nud a \\e'ﬂtll
of eulour. '
*Ihat is Dolores, my qoamstlms, -'leﬂr,
Wie sabil listlessly, “Dont you remem-
her? 1 hought her frem Pagnita Valdena
o whort time ago”
“Ah—to be nure!
peon sl beauty?.
“{)h, nonsense,” inh] Mrs, l‘nmmlentle,
elilling a yawn. “Dolores is well enough.’

Well, I'y e never

Fwelve months had elapsed, most of
whith, had been spent by Eustace in
Jmnting excursions in the fay North-west,
w0 e re‘muuml ipnorant of the momen-
{pus vourse of events at home. . -
When he ouee more presented himsweli
at Bellefontuine his mother rEf-ened him
with a slern face,

“As soon As yow have -
ace,? whe gaid, “eome o Y
wiell to speak with yout

An hour afterwards le  entered  his
mpthers boudoir. She was standing op-
posite the door, a yemal figire in ler
longe sweeping skirts,” holding an -infant
in her arms.
*Inpiter!”
are”

u!resqer], Ens-
room. |

eried Eustace. “Whats

Your son” rop]im] the lady, lnoking
intently at hion “The hild’s mother,
Dolures, my seamstress, \\hp was My’
property, [ have manumitted. The child
lim=rlf, is your property! You aré at
wne hiw father zud his ewner. What
1 denand of you is, that you manumit
Dim at onve, Are you \nllmfr"’ .

“Perfectly w 1llmrr * rephed " Fustace
witl a smile ihat pm\'oke\l a burning
vejoitnler from his mother,

“Very avelly! she said haughtily, ‘The
child has been pamed Maveus, Yeu will
plra-e have the manumiszion document

rimply Marcus, the chattel of a Loui
L ;.mutlum.m &l s sateable
Wrlrais as molasses or tobacdol®.

“ls bl

Aacdune,” said Buestace, brielly.
1t is allY? eoldly replied e ludy.
temd Lo prosvide Jor the Loy's edu-
and while I live he ami his
will have ‘& howe heneath this

et lier
Jenl?
Nut long alter this cpixode, Fustace
Poimnle«tye ought home his dnide—n
brantiful Malthuore helle —and settled
dunn 1o the  systemadiv, wake-elieve
Ianl work of a louisiava planter, By-
atnbhy a4 son was born o Fustaee, ol
thei the wife, whin kiuew from {he be-
finning tie story of hey hushand's sfn,
Jmtul 1hp yadroon ad hier sun, mope

VELARvely Uan ever.
However, the Loy, as «hn kanew, liad
Suany mnnnnltlml 'I.A\ his father, amd was

“thedn the protes tion of her moun* i
Aw, while <hie lived, ro Adele Poingdestra
whd o un more than gultivate in the
oot her son a hatred of his half
Frother, who bad been born in Uue slaul-
aw uf Caaan's doom.

Mo they grew up divided ju thmr lives
o springing from one parent stock

1
= "Additle miare than km awl less than
kimd.?

e morning, Fustaee Poinydesire was
foinud dead- he had passed away  in
Mo Tis will Tl long been made—an
Wity 4o Liw widew, wiml Che wlhols
ol i praperty, r-cm{-n anl  eliatials,
Himan apg ollierw ise) f.o hig Lelgved
S Lavias Paingdectre,

|l Wil an |w1n'|;.u.|1ln wounil o the
Profd henet of Mavens that his father
Yol ot eyt mentioned hiv exislenen —
adeed, bt fap the manumin=ion deen-
Il]lmli. e might huve been amangae the
;Hltl‘i!. iy felt 0t Alie mare, that he
il Tormed a desp nitachmnt Lo Lilim
IIt.ullm'z', n heauwtiful Bl who wna viw
’n M. Poingleatre, Tawtng nlso low
“Il.m with nal} the styength of an’ NI-

aned lery nature, and so the life- long

out at once, for at present he iy

ian- , - bim,

“You shall have the paper to-meirnw,’
1

fewl Wetween the hali-Lrothers enlminat-
edin the suprems antagonism born of
rivalry - luve, :

When Lilian went back to her homae
to Olia, Marcus was the favoured suitor.
hmhlm;ly Mra. Poingdestre fell sivk, antd
the hopes of Mra. Eustace rosp corres-
rondingly. She more than surmised that
the halk of her mother-inlaw’s fortune
woulll aeweend by bequest to the un-
avkmowledged son; the will, of counvse,
wits in the hamis of the Lmuly lawyer,
Wit the vindictive woman knew that if
the conld - only gain possession of the
manumistion of Marcua she would be
rure of both revenge and money; there-
fore, one atternoon, when her mother-
-law slept, shie obtained the doctment
Trom her private desk, and immediately
burnt it {0 ashes”? ‘

I'moamits now  with that quadroon
wenel,” she muttersd, as she watehel
it birn to a blarkened rag; “she wonldn't
haye parlpd with that Ior the st.lte of
Lonislana.”

At theeinl of the week 3Mra) Doing-
destré disd, and, on the will being 1nm|
consmumate was ihe mortification uf the
plotters, to lears that. her property was
bequeathed--not to Marewd, Dut to his
nother, Bulores. in trust for him. Mrs.
]-,uatnz‘e was transported with rage, when
v-l{e dizcovered that she had been out-
witted, . Then a shrill of triumph elated
Der, in the thought that Marecus, for
wlnge future benefit this will had been
devised, was by ler owa act, in the eyes
of the law, the slave aml chattel of
ler son, and as such could . inherit no
properiy. |
~That, same night Lucius and Mareus
Poingilesire confronted each other like
the two clder sony of Adam.

“Where i3 my mannmixsiont” demand-
ed AMareus in oan umlnou-ly c,\lm and

determined fone, v7i5 o4

Luciuy laughed vieionsly.

*The document's destroyed, my dandy
nipgey, T watched i burn to a-hes, anld
rou're mow any property, you half-hred
irarh,”

Like Tightning the octorven sprang at
and felled lim to 1he grounil.

. . . . . [ B

1t was iwnilight in the swamp to whivh
Maveus the hattel had fed for vounesal-
ment hoping that wien a few days hail
passed e might tinally make lis eseape
to Handusky.

Noxious inkecta tormented liim, and
nexicus repuiles swarmed  around  hinm,
it e endored the former amld desireved
the latier, thinking iliem, even then, less
Juathzeme thun his own specles,

Fuddenty his enrs—stung to their finest
tensinn by the ghastly silence amd the
apprebeonsion of caplure—eanght a far-
away faint sound, never to Le forgottcu
by wne who hus onve heard it—a high
pitehied,” gostenente wail, - like a ]uH"‘
drawn note of musie, The sonnd micle
Mareus Poinpdestre’s bones to slke,
anl lie xeadised the  terrilly  sublime
image uf 1he ’l Ll!l.\!.'llll"*" he hair of
fell staod up.”? -

Rloodloumnds!

He had notspeenjated on this appulbng
pestibility, He had supposed that after
w keaxon of hiding, the atfaiv would biow
over, and lLiz brother would leave lim
4o the hazavdons prospect of making his
vseape,  He had never culeulsted on
leing Junted like o wild beast Ly his
futhed’™ sow. por Dhad the prastice ever
BLuen- fayoured by & Poingdestro in any
rnn‘rgu-n\*\-

He stoul Twside a ]\ulln\v l:en stumyp
where Jis nighla had been passed

i hia 1l|LI|L from home he had re-
eured Bis revelver amd Knife—the Intter

TV opd g .}u‘ulwlluu again-t
ks of animals when oot jn the

The yepnrt of figrarms he wis -
L oanmlesd —

Tawins Pojugdestre aml twn  of hq
neighibours, attendml Ly lali o n
haenls an foreh-Learers were follows
well as the dillicalties of  1he
woull admit, o couple ‘of 1 ‘nhan blowd-
hownmds, when one of Lthent siulilenly fetl
—xhot dead.  Mareus, thrauph ao tssuea
in il Laod, Juul pivked i ol as ha
siruck the direct frail, and pow Toenfnge
the handle of bhiv Lowie towards lis

w 0.,.14
ed Lo ave

'
threat, «tepped from hin ambush to fare
the other homut, which by instinet leaps
at him. It instantly fell, streaming with
blood, The fugitive, who uow felt him-
welf secure, rowe and  confronted his
rnemy, who.seemed to -luall befure his
gllttﬁrmg PYE.

“Well,” brother Luvh -'
hia lirippm,( Llade.  “Ceme
coward, awl try vconclisions!
hwve to fght for me, hy——

UMareus! Mareis!? protested Lucins,
“I have not eome here to harm a hair
of your head. Int 1 beyr you to veturn
1o Bellefontaine! | apologise for what
1 waid,  Ner- lere s you munnmission
paper a .

UMy manumi
toroon i amax
dentroyed ¥

“That was a fact, Mavena. Tt was
destroyed—in a fit of rage,— 1 am sorvy.
L meeld you in reparation, Here is the
necessaty inslroment, which insures your
freedom—nnade aut amt wigned b_y, me,—
these gontlemen are wilnenses,”

[ see!” nln-nuplm] Mareua iberisively.
“You are so reschnte in your henevelenn
that yeu aimvlutely It we like a wilkl
Teast in order ta wmanmnit me! Do yon

think e a fonls*

Me ]wll] llp
down, your
You'll

ion*? repwated the ac-
pent. "¥ou said it owas

“Loswear to yow” orled Taweins, “that
you uare free I these wentlemen have

——
“That's <o—that’y sn,”
fwin Iriendy,
Marens pondered for & moment.  He
wo3 not in any way delinded by s
Wrather's professions of eood-wil which

witne

interrupied the

were transparently insincere; Lok thae
llc_wl_:menf, beime all the restitution that
Tawing conld make, was his right, anl

he owas now inspired by oanxiety to oas-
rertain what - marvel Bad toened e
eurrent of animoesity in an t\m deadly
foea.

“ive me the p.\pm‘.’ Tn‘ Auid eurtly,
“amd ride back, Yo will see me to-
night.? ' ' . B

. . - ] [) ] .

“Lueciug Poingdestre,” sald Marcus in
a cold bitter tone, as he stond in his
hrothery room that night, "I am not

fach a fool as to be guiled by any.-

hollow professions of yours in Yestoving
what you committed a erime to steal.
You requite some gervice ab my hands —
what Is its naturet"”

“Will you sign this mpon” askeld
Lueius nervously, “a simpie statement

tlat ‘yow hate lecn legaliy freed, il
are nmuol} ¥our own master??
“Willingly,” replied Marcus, in some

rtivprise,  He wrofe a fow wornls rapidly

and signed Lis name. "What morey?
“Nothing.” auswertl Lucins, as with
a mmile of trinmph, he reol thes paper

and placed it i his pockel-book, Bt
before yau leave wme, L want you to
read his?

e extentded an open T !ltr, .\ml Mar-
v, sl by his brothers e I

m»lvnu‘ taok it framm him,
like e peta :
“Dear Lucins,— . :
L have dieard of e ferrible
o nl.mnty that Nas  overtaken  Alireas,
anil ane distracted with serrow, Wlhat

1 can o to save him from suel a faie
iowill do. Yo lave entreated me 1o
vonsent 1o our marriage. Searel for
your brothier by night, and day il you
have found him, vestove him tu }1Im11\
.ln-i. I will e your mfn

an Ealliver”
1 {he ks of
from  the

The paper i|||!t|wsl f:
AMavens, and he stageerml
ruent. ;- ’ S

Chptside, 1T aclorowr, with wild oyes,
Inoked p to the everlasting slavs, awml
cursed the wmenmory of that Tather \\hnun-
winn made him an Ishmael,

"Curwed ha Canaan, a nu\.\nt af mep-
vanty shstl e be to his brothes”? .

Y Ro thaee two lov Lwere In love
with you 17 " Yew" Al they I'l‘ll“y
fonght ont yon *? R S
Nworedy BRI pu-iol~| i

" llow exei y Abey lgadded 1
“ N0, Hoth of ‘min wern money,”
1
'JIEYUH@I.

ZTHE RU\L THING

DOES NOT LEAVE THE
HEAD STICKEY- CONTAINS

Gol A EXHIARATING
CURES MEADACHES

1912 51

WOULD SGREAM FOR
HOURS WITH EGZEMA

Baby Dreadful Sufferer. Could Not
Keep Him from Scratching. Every
Joint Affected. Used CuticuraSoap
and Ointment and He Is Well,

D ———

""Enclosed find my san's photo anid I feel
by writing these few linvs to you I am oply
doing my duly, oy my son was & dm‘d,{ll

sufferer fron eceema
the age of two weeks he
begen to get covered with
redd =pots on his lege and
groins, which mother
1Thought was red gu
thrush; but dey py ly
u RECW WOTSe unti] eyer’y
)um! and. Crevice wers
uffected nn:fl hqlt.:y slpr{nd
ucrmnmii or hours ‘{

£ ‘ and nighl all\il :
P a4y sy w
: unalion, to ok 11
iwo of By?,uey 5 ln&ing ductors; olje t
waa one of th rit cases ue had ke n
ather did not (hm it 30 o}; ouR: ONY or li
aintmeat !or rulbhln in, the ether 4 du! !

nowder. I follow
aver four montihs gnd stil! haby kept ¢
worse. I could not keep him from m:rllc n:
HO great wl.q his agony.

" When he was five mantha ol 1r(
("nucuu Romedim and T any \.ery
Bay my baby i3 to-day fren [rum lnu
Ing,  His groins were blopd a
and other parts affected wer
of hig bady, under the kneeg, arms, n
joints, eyebraws and neck: but #ft
iaing 'Crticura Ointment | hegan l§
diffctence and by the tind T liad v ej

gg, nltnimz with ‘the lmhmr mt}\ |lt! Ez
h
'

lhe T:m

aby wis nearly cure

using the Cutleura Soap apd n ntmr
now, thank goodness, he is

ulmough hy now ten mont

any further return - of

u:l

ES: gned) M, €, arrln.
hreku:?viue Sﬂydn a F'iw‘ 2
utieur oap and tHnt
thraughout the world, gm T

tleura Olptment, with & 2-p)
1ha cire and treatment of tha g

wlll be gent tree on apéylk-mlnn
& Co., Dept. 11K, 8yduey, N. §. W,

00KS! .
BOOKS!!
BOOKS!!!
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