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“Hut u few days after I had setiled in
iy mew guaslers I was walking back to
the farm from tuwn whien I was suddenly
attacked by sowe ruflian jn ihe semi-
darkne=s. I was seized and gagged. I
#irugsled fiercely, when suddenly the man
flung me on the ground and left, and
there coming alung on horzeback was the
won of the Jady for whom 1 now work,
He s ouly & Yoy, Lut probably the ruf-
fina never thouyght of that, and was
srarcd.  The lad waa muzh concerned to
wee my sorry plight,  We reached home,
sud hix mother gave me wine, and inaist-
«d I slionld go at ouce to bed. They
Lath souglt Lo rally my spirits. The Loy
&aid, with a smile: "Vuu would be safo
dressed ns &8 boy.  You mnust Lorrow my
clothes next time,’

“All night I tpssed and turned on my
mavrow bed. 1 was not se much  con-
werned with any adventure, atrange to
#ay, a4 1 was torturel with the thought
of Sidury Martin" Here alia Jooked up
:nd sumiled wistfully, “diduey, alane, per-

aps; ill—perieps dying, Tha boy's
clothes. Wiy uolt? 1 could visit you,
No one would know we, I had always
Leen told 1 had a boyvish face,  ¥We had
witen played theatricals wlen father waa

slive. 1 was always Roasaliad, nnd loved
the part, I resolved to try, and jmade
wmy plans. I told Mrs, Taylor I would

£0 away, Lack to Auwckland, for 2 few
weeks, to recover from ihe shock of the
night atlack. I would go to a hairdresser
Bnd aell my long hair, and 1 would imme-
diately set out with a boy's oulfit,

“It 1eok four days of my time-—and
much of my money—to get here. I had
ko lorrow a horse from the dorter,
whom 1 visited.  But he was glad of my
cpmpany the 20 miles out. Strange lLe
should have heen coming up te you juat
a3 I culled to ask Lis help. I knew if
pou were worse this doctor, being the
only one. would be sent for.  And I was
Tight,  And, now that 1 have come, I
Tuave devided I shall stay. 1 am not
necded by anyone bot ¥ Alv work is
Taere”

She sighed seftly, and  Jeaned lack
waninat Sidney's knres once more, looking
wup guietly into his face aa it for her
Bow thie whale matter had been settled.

Widney dare not return her gaze. Ha
shunned the inevitable,  Yer hie knew he
must shatter lier assurance.

“learest, listen! You kuow I love
Fou—rou know that eady marriage was
turned: 10 mockery by the mother of my
ohild  You know Lhow for {hree years I
Jave striven for Fflies sake to live 3o
RlLat she should never kunow what a
fother T liad given her,  You kuaw Effie
thinks Ler dead, aud Las no remembrance
of the woman who deserled Tier in in-
fancy for a light love.  Amd vou know
liow you came inlo my life, and when we
et we eacl wilerstaod that we belongad
1o each otler—anarried o1 not! Bounl
es [ am hand and fuot. you are mine and
I am yonrs, darling. Suffeving  dia-
groce wud dishonour throngh the woman
whom 1 o early had become infatuated
with, the dizillu=ion and Bltterness  of
those fivst yéeara of married lite!  Can
anyoue wander what it was to me to meet
rou? o b loved hy one whom T recog-
mized al onee as my other aeli?  Canany-
one wauler 1 fell into the temptation of
Basking in the sunshine of lier presence
foar a few wec Al Clavige, T trying
ta excisie myseli far my weakuess, But
oW anve move ¥ull come into my

Yes dear:s and always T shall Te Lere!”
whe said firml
1 kenow, [ kuow--in spirit, yes,
the conditions are the same—longur,
Inthier's good nume, and
Clarivn! “von kuow
The win~ume,
loved e

Yet
‘my
Efte, my child.
what she iy to me,
curly-laired  baly, wha
By always g devotedly,
How win 1 bring lier to shame!™
ire it her head  forward  onee
vehin m her palm, meditatiogly,
can I'm her mothar, as 1 nill
B e uew mother, You are a widow-
er apiorently, sl yonr wite is o oreally
dead oy v .

Nidbey proaned.
For e e replied,

PHard suid Clarice, “aoie suerifics
-t be midde, aml anine is willingly muide.
Do vun net love ne suficient’s ™ whe
saiil reproachifully, ’

With aimdden pission 1he man touk the
Eitl into s avana and kissed Ner
then, drawing in lis breath quickiy,
iice of your gand name,
I ewimat aceept it, I

here,”  lie  cou-
i« the estate, §

“You make it hard

tricel Cun’t vou see? It
b Lunk For wa bath,  Diear one, be hirave,
fake up yvour life ugain, AL teast 1 shall
el have accepied Four uaselfish offer,
Four goud Rame-—your guod nmms Loy

- who knows—we may meet again.

Fie miust e {uken
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You Lave pulled me through this diffi-
culty and checred me. We bave had
these few wecks together, and in the
future we muat juat live in thought with
each other. We could not be happy
lung—in diskonour, you know.”

“Am I to leave yuu in this desalate
spot, working away for Effie’s suppori
and with only dim for a companion®” she
said.

“Yes, dear, It is not all deselation.
There ia something alluring nbout bush-
clearing, semething fascinating. It is &
Licalthy life. In a few years this land
will gell fur fwice its present value, and
But
you—I am anxioua ahoul you,” he added,

“I am helpless, God knows, whrre you
are concerned—helpiesal  And yet you
are prenliarly solitary now.”

Clarice sobbed as he spoke, but sprang
up quickly and went into the small inner
room as Jim opened the outer door of
the whare. .

“Helle! sitting in darkness,” he said,
“Only buruing logs for a light; it looks
cosy and smug, and so plensant to see
you sitting up, Here'a news of some
kind,” and he placed a telegram in Sid.
ney's hand. “Hope it's not bad news,”
Le added. There was a pause, then a
rustling of papes, “Holl up, man! hold
and Jin rushed to pour brandy
out fur the fainting mun in the chair.

“Boy! Bey!" he shouted, “come
Liere.”

Ther read the telegram  together:
“Aloter accident; Effie iujured.™

Sidney recoveving., said. *1 wmust go
eariy.” :

“l wiil come with yon” said Doy
quickiy.

They made preparations
with the dawn apd had the light cart
ready at the deor. They drove to the
crosa ruads, cight iles, in fear and
trembiing for their invalid, and there the
coacli came along at eight o'clock, and
they said zood-Lye lurviedly te Jim.
Al day apd all night they travelled.
“Hay" and Siduer sileutly, yet with fear
gri];q.\iug their Learta.  Next day. with
wonderfid strengih and  fortitude, the
father loaked upon his fair littie daugh-
ter in the lospital cot—smiling her laat
at him. FDeor Doddy!™ said Effie. ler
faece like an angels. her curls rufled
about Ler; “who will comfort yon how ¢
“Bov™ stood hidden belind Niduey, over-
come with emotion for & mowent, then
she vanished.

Kidner took the child’s face between
his and Lissed hor.

“The maotor car came 50 quickly.”" whis-
pered Effie, "and I was pushing my pram
out of the way., But don't grieve, don'r.
Daddy, Courage, v id. and Honour
were the words of our shichl. T tried to
bLe brave, aud T'm not afraid now, T did
want yor =0 badiy"  She eclusped his
Trands feebly. The Llue eves glazed for o
moment. “Where's Clariee®  Daddy, she
is my darling toa. Yours, you sall

onee. She will comfort you, perhaps. if
vou can find Ler, Roe told me not to
Lol ™

The words hegan to come moere faintiy
—"find lier. find her,” The wur<e wtep-
ped forward and gave her a stimulant.
dddney leaned beavily back in the chair,

His ¢liibl. Ol God! Evervihing going!
What next?

And so he sat dazed anrd stonned with
erivf, watehing the dying ehill, and won-
deving Bindlxy, mad!y wlha. it adl meant.
The nurse gazed at  the white-faced,
stricken wim pityvingly,  Half an hioor
passed—an hour.

seou the medivine was onee more ail-
ministered, aod another fonn stood br
the aurs A sweet-faced,  jale gicl,
with dlenr eves and Lromd Yrow, a hat
low over ler dmir—Clariee! in her own
dress,

She kuelt By the Ted aud wateled for
a glimer of returning conseloustesy in
the auall face unpoa 1hie pillow.

I rdisei ey exes, and  wecing
Clurice muid: *UHere yon are, my little
mother.” nod she amiled hoasatifully, "1
alwaye eall Der that, Daddy! 1 wanted
a mother, althaugh 1 lwd you. Lok
after m™ she whispered.  “Kisa n,
Loth of yoait™

No saying she closl
peacefnlly wlept furever.

And afterwards,
Lereared  anes Clarive, nerved anid
rrengticened by woeme  strimge cineeghh
into the inner Hfe of things, and juto
Desth, wlich ¥ie hud met 80 duavely,
el *Good-hyve™ firads.

Silney retorned te the bash—slie to
her Jonely furiow, And whlut cua s
future holdt

her exes and

Jim roze

{he two mivicken -~

A Strike Against War.

The Internatiomal Bocialist and Trads
Union Congresa at Copenhogen in 1910
diseussed tle quesiion wheilier a stop-
page of work by the workers in any two
countries between which war was ihreat-
ened could effectively prevent war break-
ing out. Tt was agreed that the Inter-
national Bureau should prepare a report
for consideration at the Congress in 1913,
Tu order to obtain the views of trade
unions and  Focialist  organisations
throughout the country the British see-
tion of the Bureau has issued a civenlar
Teaded, “ 4 Strike Against War asking
the following guestions:—< Aye vou in
favour of the organised working-class
wovements of all countries being asked
to come to a mutual agreement herehy,
in the event of war being threatened he-
tween any two or more countries, the
workers of those countvies would hold
themselves prepared to try to prevent
it by & mulugl and simulianecns stop-
page of work in {le countries affectad?”
“Have yon any suggestions to put for-
ward or remarks io make on the pro-
posal, or on the conditions necessary to
its being made effective’” The repliea
were to be sent to 28, Vieteria RBireet,
Yon, where the Labour party has oflices,
not later than Reptember 20. .

——— e,

Absinthe Drinking.

Frauce cousumes more absinthe than
2]l the rest of Europe together. YWorse
still, she ia CONSUMING micre Cvery yedr,
The year 1911 saw an enammous and
quite unprecedented leap of aver 1.000-
000 gallons. A eommisssion appointed to
study its effects entirely eonfirmed the
indictment  of {ihe National League
against Aleoholism that “absinthe is the
source of madness and crime; it causes
epilepsr and consumption; i makes the
Liusband a brute, the wife a martyr, and
the child a degenerate,” All the same.
there are difficulties in the way of the
suppreseion of {he trade in zbzinthe, The
manufaciurers are a powerful corpora-
tian, and the State receives from the
sale of {his drink £2.000,000 a vesr and
the communes a litle less than £1,000.-
000, In the werds of M, Caillaux, “a
wave from the deptlis” is to Dbe feared
if all the absinthe drinkers of Fraace—

“chiefly reeruited from the lower classas—

_are tp be deprived of thelr Luvonrite .

quor.  For these reasons the Goween.
uent has abandoned the ides of a Com.
plete interdiction of the rale of absiniy.
It haa beea discovered that tie prin.
cipal poison in absinthe is & vegetal)e
subatanee, thyion, so the sugzestion iy
that di-tillers should have dle right tq
produee alignid and Yubel it absinthe, i1
need Le, 90 long as it e drae of this per-
nicious ingredient. Turiber, mo plarg
containing thyion shall Lienceforward by
meed in French distilleries, and of thrae
plants nbsinthe or wormwood ja 1l
vhief, From now on, then, it loaks a8
it we shonld Lave an absinthe which js
not absintlie.  Whether it will be any
Yess pernicious is at least doultful, Tl
alsinthe manufacturers profess then.
selves enlirely s Sed with this con.
promise, a fact in itzelf suspicious.

II0W RIHCUMO CURED MR GILLESEIR,

A hest ef wituesses sing the praises of
RHEUMO, The succesy of thls wonderfy|
remedy I8 due fo the fact that it attarks
Wnd At onee exnels the real cause of Gout,
Rhbheumnatism, Scinticn, or Lumbigo—excess
uric neid In the bleod. AMr  Aundrew
Gillespie, of Wellington, t3 38 well koown
throughout NW.Z, thet his expevience will
Interest many. He writes:—

“Whilst eofferip from a merere atiuck
of Reeumatic Goat, & friend brovght ine
@ horle of RITEUMO. I1ts eflect Wag rer
1aln; the pala Jeft; the swelling wout
down, and the second boitle completel (he
cure. My wife alse had & severe atrark,
and one bottle pEected the cure.  Afrer
taking three bottles, a friend who had lLicen
wuffecrmz from Rbeumatic Gout for some
three years, apd whase cise wag coosidersd
hopeleas, 1eceived almast imwedinte rveljef
foon paln, and wag able to lenve ber led,
Whaen I henr of aavome Enffering frow
Rhenmatie Gout, I always recomaeud
HHEUMO. There are miny snffering wlp
would get prompt relief if thex ouly tuied
HITETMO. .
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Few words are needed.
celebrated cartridge

maintains its enviable reputa-
tion for excellence. The
Colonial Ammunition Com-

pany, Ltd., can make nothing
better in the essentials of
quality, and is content at need
to let its name rest absolutely
—— on this one cartridge. —
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