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'CONQUEST

0 dostor yet,” muttered Jim, Yamd
two days since Bill fook the mes-
gage.  Twenty miles from a
township, . Cuss itt? P
Tim Jouked anxiously within the \\'_11;\1‘&
at the sivk man, and then torned again to
Lk adown the road throngh the 'nur,-h,
elearingn. e heard the sound of horsea
oo ot the voad at last, wud up to the
g cnome the doctor and with him a boy,
ant sistern years of age, o
“The erisis will be tonight,” said the
lovtor, after examining hia patient, "It
wontd be as well to let this boy sta\y‘aud
Lelp youw. Yeu ook worn out, m.m:.’T
st pever mind  that”  said Jim
Prasquely. Wik Martin get better?”
sCertainly,  with care,” replied the
denter, - .
The bay now euone f-)l.'\\'aril, and v a
sinun!nrl!: soft, Jow voice, saids *I \\'s&nt
a juboup in the bush, Can I stay with
you for a while? T could help you with
1

i

it will Lelp. kim," and
Jim's lavd face softened.

Novt morning, very parly, the sick man
openid Bis oyes aund gazed avound him,
Jim was preparing breakfast, whilst _the
vy slepl i the tuney rooun, after iﬁl;lymg
with the patient nearly all the night.

“1 thonght someone was here,” he aaid.
ssumeone [ know.”  This very . feebly and
wistfully, . o
i HNearing the veice, Jim sprang ‘for\\:m‘\l
willr a smile upon hia plain fdce.t “Now,
wld Tap, ne talk, Lmosn, the worat
woover. Tere's yond medi and - we'l
sum liave -you felling {yees ngain, The
lietor tame and has gond offfas soon ay iy
wa- light.  He says all you need is a
ol nirse,” - . .

‘But who haa Leen lered? fecbly in-
guired Nidoey dartin again..

"Oh, the doctor and a4 young lad who
B steayed ap heve in search of work—
sl found it, Ly Juve!  He's going to
worse you better than I ean I do believe,
Sl Raudy Jittle man he i3, He

Clared ap this yoom amd waited on you
li%e a woman., But T must be off to mitk
[EREE

Juet die quiet now, T won't be
Jim wynt off,

uoT of the innrr romm apened, and
the Loy vume softly forward to the beds
sule,

TRoogun are the boyt  Why, why I
Treamed of someone 1 knew.t

"Don't—don’t talk, please,” urged the
¥ interrupting hiun

Tler velee, toal” gnuticred the man,
Then raising himself with an eflorg e
comtnanded  wlerndy: “Come liere, bhoy!
I\\m-.-l down,”  The boy obediently fel] on
i Ynwes, his faca whitening, his lips
ivering, his exes dark and shining with
twitement, whilst Siduey held his ehin
Wpwards and looked into %is face earnestly
il warchingly,

L enrest, dearest,” the boy whispessl,
Sl Kuow me!” And the voice was full
ul‘qui--t oxuliation, .

Che wlek man smiled gladly, and lying
bk an e pillow calwly oneg more,
o you eame when I ealied you.
! Ay leve! and tears filled his
tareoun the boy covered his feehle huuuls
With Nisses,

Ve you minet gel, Tetier quickTy.”
| Ul L hall do that now, and 'm tus
SIpE D ey llow you cnne and, Clavies,
Lwon't aek {ull why vou did this, in fuct,
whyr—" ol Lg pelnted to her Loy'a

ond sl bead”—T will just s
i thal 1 have you, whilst I may, anl
“nk na queations. But you won't ledve
""":' Yuu are real?” le eontinund,

Fur aawer {he roul wonnuly Claries,
with the boyixl fuce,, clesed Lin weath
With liny L alrst, aud kissedl him
Altersardy, playfully and “yob dvingly,

Tuew with m brisk air she took commaud °

By A

amd begaa her duties of nursing this man
whom she loved and for whom she wai
risking so much,  She forbade him to
talk, she sung softly and went about the
roonr, cleaning it, and making ready tha
itext mnal, whilst the man's eyes smiled
upon ey watcehfully.

it was wonderful lLow well tlie boy
cliaracter suited Ler, She was 20, but
now looked F6, Her slhm form was trim
amd neag in the knickers and Novfolk
kuit she had managed to procure, Her
hair was cut quite nicely. Sidney even
wondered who had been & party to rob-
hing hia darling of her heautiful dark
byown hair, aml he waa reseutful,  Rus
Ier face, vlear cut and firm, waz sweet,
and the eyes wide-set and frank in their
innocent gaze, were beautiful to ehold
And 50 the days passed very happily,

Jim suspeeted  nothing, but  often

speculated aout this wonderfully elever '

Loy with the refined mauners and specch,

Hidney had said: “We shall hear his
story soom, only wait”  And he hinsetf
recovereil with wonderful rapidity, so Jim
wia content,

1t way a week later.
eeated in the big wicker ¢hair, fully
dressed. Fle had heen very particular
that Jim should ofliciate very often whea
his nurse was ont and around the settls.
ment, and so slie was to have the great
surprise of sesing him sitting up and
dressed when she returned. It gave Jiin
a shock to see her wheu she entered and
looked at Bidney with a sudden joynus
emile amd grecting, hali ferr, too, as she
ran ferward to his chair, .

The patient was

WHITAKER, Tauranga.

“Are 1 sure you are well enough

el whe mazed anxionsly at him.

Jiot mutterd as he went out: "Srangs
oy he fairly loves Sidey already,  So
diy I, Dne can't lelp it. But still, I've
knowa him two years oew, and e only
a week,”

Late in the aftomoon Clariee and Sid-
ney were alone,  Jin had left them to
visit some other cemp about ten miles
away aml wonld nol be back till Jute in
the evening, :

“Now, de «itid
confess,  slall T

L oanppose you mmst, and thia eannot
gooen long, I kiow,” and Siduey sighed
deeply and stroked the cropped heal of
“Boy,” as he called Ler now resting be-
tween Lis knees,

she wayg aquatting on the rug aml look-
ing abstractedly. into the buming logs,
vlasping her Knees with Loth hands.  Sud-
denly she taened round and, kneeling on
the floor, reached Ler hands up to Rid-
ney’s shonldera and Jooking into his eyes
said: “Retwembey, 'm pot geing away.
You shan't send nmie away,” ‘Whare thou
gofst T will go, and where thou dwellest
1 will dwell””  shie said these last words
in a low wlhisper and with adoring eyes.
“You need me. 1 need you. Now say it
shaltk he se.  Say i, dear® And gho
pleaded with agony of apprehension in
her wolee.  Then breaking off, she suds
Geuly maid; “No, you shan't even give an
opinion; just wait until 1 have fiuiched
my story. :

~%he veturned to her former position—
the man trembling with the sudden wave

M Ularice

“I. must

listensd to it eagerly,

pity for gne,

©osig,

55

of temptation to acwpt—tliy girl—le
throw away convention, Al? lww he loved
here And be was wenk aet from his ills
newt. Ml clowsl bis Lips firmly, plad eha
had turned away e pleading face and
prepared linssel to lirten to her wtory,
reserving his devision, Al bo, it musl
nnt be.  He had dee

“Wiea yon left w she beyan, “that
night, amml [ had listened sposchless by
your ernfession, I waa broken-hearted.
You sahl it was pool-bye eever: g
waid, "I Lave dene yoiz an injury which €
van never efface s bot, Gol Lelping me, 1€
shll enel heee 1 kiew it was little
Ettie, your father’s powal nanw, and your
n howonr which et ul first. witly
W I oeontd not have wished you 1o
el otheewise,  No. No indeed, ] weng
away to my uncle’s home and went on
with my Jite as if I Junl never et fou
on the yvoy out fron Enpgland, A
apnieliow, a0 year passed—Dbut [ eonld not
foraet. My wvoele dimd I was Wit absa-
Juhrle sloiw, with just a small income. A
frivmd of tmele's wWha lial gone from Cans
terlairy a0 Aveklind imined wie to visit
her fur o while gud there in Ler housa
way little Ettie,  AL1 the joy, of meetings
the darling!™ Clariees voive  trembled.
vshe was staying with my friend awaife
ing the new term at sehonl, and what
news she had for me of her fathery I
. That you should
Lead thia life; comvimealt we thiut not onty,
wree yon seeking convolation aml somfork
iz havd work out in the beautiful bushy
but that you must be—unxioua about &
means of support,  You had toll me that
your father disapproved of omigratjon,
and, in fact, dicapproved of ali you hat
doue sines your nu ot :

At this sward Clisviee’s yoien broke, and
she put Lee heaed on hey hnees; and her,
form shovk with aohs,  The man leaned
Torward, -

“Dear, B keow, T know you feel fol] af
I kuow that's how it alk

And A Taviee Taoked up onge wore

at the gy bairning, “Then cone news of

your illnesa. Jine had to write the weekty;
letter- to EMie, and this was the tirgt
I had expressly forbidden Enle ta
mention ane in fier Wetlers Lo you. T nsed

o gt the echool to visit the child and

to take lep ott, 1t wded to please mg a9
mueh ar it pleased her, One day 1 1ef€
Ay, Bailey to etay in Tauranga, " A relag
tion of Mrs. Bailey’s wanted a cnmpaufo ju
help there, aml T thought it would be bebs
ter to absorh myeelt in work, T was
anxioun about yeu, and had roaxed Effia
1o write a ltele lottep te ling ma huw,
¥l wern getting on, : !
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