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A Brazilian Blood Feud.

By ASHMORE RUSSAN,

¥ course Ruoul was juatified in

lronting aud killing 1¥iego Aa-

reda, but, =eeing that Macedo

il fired Loth bagrels of lhis
Foolixl little pistol und mised, it wonhl
Auave been more politiv and, az iF furned
out, far better bnai to huve let the
ruillan go.  But Ruaeul always sail that
it wua teo dark to distinguish Alacedo’s
aveapon. It might have heen a long-
Tarrellel sixv-chnwbered Colt instead of
Abe mickel-plated twin-shot toy wwnully
cenrried in the “Nertap ™ Dy Brazillan
pleivas, amil if o, pud if Haoul bl
clesitated—well, he, and not the Dira-
would most likely lave beeu

)

victin.

Da Costa dill not fire at all,
amd hie T erept through the scrnbh to
where Huoul sat by lis camp-fire palish-
jug hiz =purs, or 1 rap-irons, or his
pony’s bt wnd curh, for Baoul du Chal-

ay hind onice been an ofliver in a crack
weunt, and smart-
nead lad remained a religion with him.

weda, who waa leading, hiazed away

at ten paces. Raenl suntched up the
douhle-shot-gam whiel e was seldem
‘nvithout, aml returned the fire. The

full elinnge struck the wounld-be assassin
in Al neck, and Macedo {ell did svith-
a grogn,  Buck-shot at
close guarters may he trusted to do ita
work effectually. Da Costd ran lo his
Lurne, left funoug the rubler trees, and
rade band duwek 10 Villa Nova, &g the
Alowd-fend  hegan.

_ Now ax to the events that led up fa
it Raont du Chalvay. amd Mucedo re-
presested | opposing - rublier  interests.
NVilla’Nova is In' 2 famous rubber district
where 1le manicoba grows wild in its
millions.  Both men was marking out
new rubber lands for purchase, and the
rivalvy iwtween them wis keen,” Fath
g -erevted a few makeshilt Luildings.

One night Raoul's huts caught fire awd.

weve it to the ground, 1t mag have
feen an accideni—a spark from a ceoking

five buruing in Veatinga® acrub. forest,’
tinder. ¢,

~ahmost us dry and intlammable
RHuoul, liowever, did not =t

1o think.

Within an lour or se Alatedo's - lints

were likewise ashes, . .
Pedro fionsalves, who  actually set
them ulight, made no seret as to wha
pave the avdeér. R
“ Mo, you villaind, Seulior Raoul gets
bk hiv own ! he shouted from e
keruly, Dgfore viding away, Fur the same
nwmber of mitrels Raoul's negro hench-
it woudd huve been willing to do mueht
more dunige,  Life is ehieap in the = Ser-
tuo ™ of Lragii, - -
The slwooting followed the sae night,
ihit Jve hoen expeeted,
Raaul wits not so fmprident as to stay

in the nefrhilkiurheod of Villa Nova. Laowmg
v Da Coatn got back with Macedo’s

s brothers, his uneles and cousins,
his compadres and his neighhours, and
Eom seore af varicisly-coloured repacal-
Lions who were avither  relations ner
nelglibour: armed to the teth, Bacul
was riding hand to M o4, the prin-
cipal town of the distriet and the seat
ol the loeal Government,  There he mve
Timiself up to the politioad chief. Colonel
Titeves, whe, Inckily  fer Daoul,
derply interested in lis Tubber venture

S e lead busin
when e tiel heavd the stors. Yo
Mout he able to go L The Muoeodos
fre poy ul. nnd there's a delognilo in
e famil Fortunately h's abaents (he
telegalon aep witting wt Todus Santos
Bl el seon Te teld. You won't oven
L wufe Leve in Marazaos without guards,
T anwat wee the jrulge amd the tentente of
police. 1 am afeaid 1 sl lave o et
Ahem bk you ap for your safety and my
fwn L owish to keep my prwition noder
ke Government.”

_Nn Buonl, who eonmlid @ doke among
g e for him own good  macde ue-
fuainttugee with Lhe interior of o Hra-
zilian prisem, pemling an inguivy and
Porsible 1rjnl, At Marunos he repmined
koo mont lis—six in oil, 1 think—biut not
exAclly as o prisoner.  Livery morning st
cight “o'cluck the duor of 1he juil wue
opened ta him, and, accampauied by two
Black policenen, armed with serview ri
aml o suflicieney of Uall enrtrid
was free to go whers hin moml s
Liira.
lml_)tiug quail or duck, always Recom:
Patied Yy his Wlack protactars, nnd fre-
Questly by the coronel mnd ihe tenente.

ALuendo

i, il the chicf,

Often e weat luuiting <eer, ov.

At sunset, however, he was hack at the
prison, abwout the ouly safe place fur
}mn in Maramwos just then after. night-
wll,

Naw, a certain Luzzoni rexided in the

Rua Dircita, which street led straight
ta the sernh forest, Raoul's hunting-

gromul. Alorning amd evening the pris-
oner on parale had oeedalon  too puaas
Luzzoni's, and almost as often lia nose
wits reeledd with an appetizing s
whith remindel him of better ¢
Yraziliun «ovking, that! XNo
wil red peppera, no tough siewed becf
and green peppers, no rice, farinha, and
Peppera, no armaditlo and pepperss nn,
nor porco aiml peppera—nothing of the
Thazilian " * eookery alout it. The
second or thirl time that Taouel  ene
vountered the savoury aduur Le pau-eld
Luzzoni =aw him from a casement and
came {n the door. .
“Pardon, signore, will you honour me
by parvlaking of my breakfast v hie saidl,
i a wmixture of Ttallan awd Portnguose.
igmove!” exclaimed  Ruonl, recoguise

Lowarmng

hours, Afterwards, there were frequenk
messengers.  Thus it bappened that when
the Macedos got wind of Raoul’s hunting
expeditiona, and went ont in strength to
ambial and shoot him, it was Luzzoni
who rofde through the corddn on a lorse
latliered from bit to ernpper, pave the
whivh he had received almost
too late from his eoutiryman, and hy
R ruse pesened. Kaonl and his attemlant

- policemen from, pretly . certain death.

“Hide=hide!  Aud keep silentt™ he
gasped, 03 Lie pullesh g in the ealierao
of the womd<, where Le liud fonnd Haoul.
“Uive e your shot-gua and plenty of
eartridae<.  No time for explovations.
The Jlacedos are oo near. Wheu you

hear me shonting over yonder,” pointing
1o the Tarther edge of e waoded hal
Taw, “ride straight amd lhawnl for Mavaue

Keep a sl
aanl

arp lovk-out.”
wave Lim the gun
waord, wisling Lis ritfle from Dis bk,
nmd vodle with his attemlants dutn the
serub, where they quickly muzzled their
horses. The ltwBan had dashed olb at
the Dest apeed of Dis tived amimal, Pre-
sently they leeard Dine shooting at inter-
vils A wile or a0 away. ’
Laeul winderstoml the ritse, hut st
«Jent, Th wit+ uob another donhle
Lreech-londing shat-gun in that part of
Braz Al the fazendviros nsel Win-
chester riftles for e awl carvied litts

without =

Houble-tarrellul  pistols  for  qivote
or sluw,  No ather gun hal b

velnme of smiikd his possessed, or

“Irvowl snatcked up‘ @ double shot-pun ond veturned the fire™

ing and repe
tion. “Who
“laigt L

ting the Ttallun pronuncia-
yous” =

. Taliuno frem Milan,
mt your service,” replid the little Mil-
anese, who, by the way, stoml perhaps
tive feet in his boot: and might have
welzhed aeven stone  with ' his' spurs,
licavy Colt, anl Dbelt of eariridges.

Twoul. Mheinyg o linguist, promptly
thapked him in lis ewn Ianguage, and
entered the house with Lis protectors.
- Ne doubt Luzzoni surpazsed  himacli.
The representiative in the interior coun-
try—the “Mertao”—of a firm of Halin
produce merchauts at Todus Santos, he
waa & most excellent cogk, I have break-
fasted aud dined with Luzzooi myscll.
aml I know, 1 mever heard what he
wave to Taoul on that oeceasion, bt
there would me«t likely Lo soup, fish,
macaront  aml  fomatoees, aml Lok
Braziliuns of the ertaa” prefor paat:
there are religivua seruples with reganl
fo Lomb, Fherve would Le quails, or a
dueke, or a eliivken, a sald of sorta, and
plenty of good Chianti, foold ant drink
for the gods tu a duke’s nephew -who
was Bpemding Wis duys v e woods and
Tiig mights in prison. eating anything I
copld gel, and when he eguld get it

Su the fricnd=hip began, As long ns
woul remained eu parole al Maranaas,
he breakfasted and dined somptuownsdy
every day at Laweoni’s,  The  [talian
wauld #@ic ept e refusal, disten  to no
racuse, wevepl ao rewuncration, of even
thanks,

“No, stgnoere.” he would eay; "we are
the anly Furopeans in Ahis deserl of o
Maramaos; therefore it in my du
ivalvo an donewr e me o do (his, anl
il i my pleasure”™ Yot he did not kinow,
peraps never  knew, 41wt Kaoul conlil
vill u duke kis uncle, for the ex-oftiver
never spoke of his funily.

Luzconi had an ageat, a compatrinl,
ab Villn Nova, which wus some hty
miles by An awful road frem Muranwos.
LTheve and back the llsliau rode in forly

the reverberation. Baoul wited for balg-n- |
dozen shoty, listened to the lewting of .
horses’ Iwofy on the rorky road and ol
signal ov two; then hie left the shelter

and rode for safety. In the Hoa Dircita

Le walted until Luzzoui arrvived.

© "Yes, Signore Maoul, they caught me”

said the Ttalian, Tnughing rather breath-

lesaly, “Lifty of tlhem there were, Joaw

Aaerda, the delegado, was chief,  They

were suspicious wimd angry, but they let

me go. You see, my agent al Ville Nova

Luya Alicir rahler and their Tides,
puys the best price, and they koow w
the maney comes from. .
fear of thelr weinging {he nee
wnoze that luy< the golden epas,
wnose whose

tha
o always weighs a thnu-
sand  grammes avd not eight bomdeed.

Bealdes, [ told them b owas seeking yon,
as you Dl Qefl your shot-gun belin |

it wad ot a day Jor the deer and
ihe rifle, Nuo donbt they are il in the
rialderag, for T rode on fast, hid in the
featinga ned et theme pass e Anil
buzzoni Digghed  again- a silvery it
Tnugh, which accorded well with his «
der, tiny Ngure i Bondsonte, frdless
face.

Raonl was ket tricd for ie shaoti
af Macedn, AU an inguiry it was Jeld
to Le justifiable, and hie was & foeigner
snatwithsatanding (hal he was n fore
amd the slain maen o native. The name
ernor of the State ehancel
rs, the same.as that of (e
al chief of Matapios,  Blood i
thicker han water vverywhere, huat par
tiewlurly su dn the !

i’

It wad about this time thud T found
1he

my-el at Mur.in.m« onoa visit e
rublier foresbs, wnder Baunl's  goidar
Ue intradweed awe Lo Luzzoni, who
called at oue demporary residence with
Iadi-w-dozen hottles of wine aml o gaitar,
A avgre or so of the Young men of e
fown ualo looked i They enjoyed iy
: whisky very mnel, sang the “Mat-
e and davced 5, foo—wilh mbig

S

wh

47

don, Luzzoni alio sang—Iialian operatio
airs lo the guitar; he also danced, but
1ot the “Matichiche,” I was struck by
his great concern for the ‘ex-oflicer, my
guide. Indeed, he witched Raoul wilh
the look almoqst of & hound for its master
—afTection and admiration, blended with
a determination to protect.  Others luid
their pistals on the table befare duncing.
Mot a0 lazzoni: the long Coll remained
i the pouch attached w his el Goe-
casionally he glanesd at the oue case-
ment as if fearing the rifle of an aveng-
ing Maeede, might suddenly be thrust
Twtween its bavs, There was an audicnce
ant~ide, of course, men, women, and
was usual
o, T orode some =ix
Liad romls,
<, or, ralh-
in the
sinitid lh Nova,
L'arte Alopre atd every
clap we w acvesnpaniml by w
cgnel, Seventeon =trong, al most-
Iy owell armed, we robe into villages,
whete tie Dlood-fennl had  been
At Aol amt natarally .
happene Bul 4 notioed that the slayer
of M wever sinng his hammock ot
nighits where e might boave been shot
from an unshuttered casaoent,  and L
Eollaweld Biv example. Ta learn that one
el Been miede o togel noereoe wontdd
ave been smadl satisfaetion after Llie
event, assuming that one faak survived.
But we got thradgl the dangerous conas,

chilibren—tlhat

av’
oy
prvting
er, Vst areas ol
manenha helt, W

1ry withont  mishap, or, imleed, any
artempt o BHasul's line. U wonlld have
Awed taller  pevilows, anyway, for the
shat-gun with which he Jsud killed Mae-
wle was ~eldomr av mever oul of his
right Nal when vilage  thongle the
forest trcks, wd never ol of s luone

wock whew he slhept.

A one halting

wo, el Via Nowva

howse o a0 brundred -Dhousan -
avemla, where at least hadf the
il wust have sympatlised with the
Maerdo elan—Haoul baldly chablenged all
aml sumdey, toon slhooting matel, The
taruet wus tlie wee of clabs, stuek inoa
cleft stick, an inch in dimmeter; the dis-
tenew phout a dkdred paces. " Fvery

rembeiva present Lried Tand, eve, aml
vitle—anl miseed. Boe Baoul, wha tipsl
Tast, nlditerated the pip ad his fivst shet,
ad wplit the stick - at the Jower odae
ef thy card. wille his secomd. T felt
safer after thd exhibition.  DBut sich
personal maiters lave litdle to do with
this atury,

Lazzoni veraiwnl at
Aoubt Ae eonsidered g his Teiegl wonld
comte b mo Bavay, seeing T iBal e was
ol ely acvmmpioiol by police, Tl ol
v Ue repiesentative wituh Eaglish sva
cheate, Fmapevting enblier Lande withoa
view (o purvhasing them, Fhe fazendeira
of the “Nertae.” hs o keen eye Lo Uhe
main T ehanee, Most af the lig e<inles
liskl in common by anyihing from
Lo fifty wemlsar= of a0 family. and
g throush oorvinge n
cent. interest  in & Gonralez
st dnstiter, dght he trasted 1o
forgel Dim thirst fur Haoub's Lblomd while

Mavanaos, No

there was huope of w deal.

Bowas seme tinge after my departure
From  Brazil when the fewd canpe ance
maore 4o head and Laezond ain -
terveinnl, e i et ol et

wla, il eomsegesat -
~afegiard Tare more

Tionght any of II;u
Ty, Bionl had loat

potent than Lia protectors of toe potive,
tazetuleiros of

Ll =evtan™  were
aml in the mm=a All
Gl cotsepently Loy
Wi i i with o ven

The
i=at i
the dead
Tlomi-feud
mnee,
That e Pnglh ~padicade
Ty, wias e fault of  Raoul
philosoplie nane woabd D Lal
notive of the speers and resrimi i,
1Byt 1he ex-oflic who ld more reasom
ta be disappointed than any of e T

clused b
ad e

eileivas, was nat philosoplie. Tl To-t
Wi temper, wwd poave back giiae far pilae,
Smdly, e quareelled with o Delegad

aneviion o e
o4, Lt hitherto friendly. Tha
ironhle wits over some Lood which 1w
Silva Tand howight e pais for i the
Telicf that il woull Iw Gaken uver af
i poend prafit, v e Pglish syidicate,
teoul was D Silva's moesl wl his howe
al DPorle Aegre at the time of  the
rarred,

In Brazil you wish {o anney your
cuemy or anbagonial, you ollege that
his deseont ia tore or less eonfeinptihle,
You oy gxanre bim thal Le is the son
of un s, the «wnn of a mole, {he son
nf o mdtlesmoke or of o juraearn ca
serpent wtiliom venoinoud Al for
mare  hideous nott of a0 Forest
wonkey, or even Lhe son of 8 worm or
u earrnpato, without much risk tu yonr-
melf;  but 3f you call him the mon of a
‘corlain ~omething, which in s Jull

da milva, a




