The

violets ar the rarest of hot-house blooms,
this is the clief mart of all Londun.
Time was when the arca drawn upon
by Covent Garden was tmited to a swall
radius.  Chelsen seut celery, Chariton
provided peus, Mortluke supplicd aspara-
gus, DBattersea contributed cubhages, und
the DBedfordshire sands were rpesponsible
for vhions. Burke used to grow carrots
at Beaconsfield and  bemoun the low
prices he received. But even Beaconsfield
was nog far afield.  Before the steel road
way lail, in short, the stores of Covent
Garden were restricted to suek ag could
yeach Londen by horse traction. Now,
however, the iran horz¢ huwrries in the
produce of the entire British isles, swift.
gleamers bring  the harvests of the
Channel I[slands and Franee, and ocean
greyhounds bear to this centre the fruits
of the euds of the earth. Railway vans
joatle each other with haskets awd erates
packed with the produce of California
and Australian orchards, and for their

cumpabints there  are  farmers’ wadits
overflowing  with vegetables that have
travelled fewer yards than the fruits

have miles. Little did those long-dead
venders of 1656 dream when unto their
modest merchandise would grow.

Gone are the stalwart Irishwomen
who used to handle bales of cabbagos
or baskets ¢f potatoes with the ease of
amazons; in their place is an army of
husky porters whose first duty is the un-

loading of rtailway vans and farmer’s
wains, On their neads, hardened by
usage, they warry towering piles of

erates or boxes or baskets to the stands
of the various salesmep, and soon the
business of the day iz in full swing.
First in evidence are the retail dealers
from the best shops of all London; they
can pay the highest prices and generally
get the pick of evervthing. To them
succeed the smaller shopkeepers or
the moat prosperous itinerant venders:
and last in the procession of buvers
came the costermongers of mean streeks,
Of the latter there are several grades,
ranging from the capitalist who owns
severn! barrows and a team of donkevs,
to the hard-pressed East-ender who
has had much ado to scrape together
the fourpence for his barrow hire and
an odd shilling or so to invest in stoeck-
in-trade. The costermonger doesn‘t al-
ways get the leavings. He is an astute
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anmd wikderstands
wanie to a limited extent.  Rimes are
not unkwown among those aireec Vel
ders; they aften poab theic funds and
by in sudliciently rae quantities to
wet the Lwtter of their rivals. So the
Lihlers arve plentiful, the auction brisk,
amd by the time Lomdon is beginning o
stic from its sleep its day’s supply of
fiits, vegetables, and Auwers is streaming
from Covent Ganden to all poiots of the
£ EESS. '

Even when the rush of the eariy hours
i+ over the market is not destitute of
attretions, Sullivient store of crated
fruit is left to exbale the heavy wlour
af apples which Seliller loved murh
that it was hix ¢hief inspiration in pen-
ning proce or verse: blending with that
fragrance tlhe nostrils can detect the more
exofic pungeney of pineupples  or
banate=; while the arende reserved for
plants in pots and ent Aowers emits a
seents and  dazzles
kaleidoseope  of - De-

satgtiner the trust

wenlth of mingled
the eves

with a
eolaur,
ket i» not all the interest
rden.  The informed imagin-
ation grows busy in swesping away the
anlesmen’s stalls, the fruiterers' avenues,
the imound-= of cabbages aml eaulifowers.
the pyrramids of baskets and erates. and

filla the varant =pace with figures of
Tong-past ages.  This wasx a Tavourite

iluelling-ground in the days of old Lon-
don; the private letters and publie re-
eords of the sixteeuth i =eventeenth
eonturies tell of many an  “affai
hone™ earrvied 1o fatal izsne here; and
vonder, where the opera-louse stamls,
arve the ghostly fizores of Martha Tay
and James Ilackman, chief actors in
the tragedy which roled the Earl of
Sandavich of his heautiful mistress and
provided the town with a thrilling sen-
sation.  AlL around, tno, are the shades
of famons colfee-hnuses, the Bediord,
and King's, and Tom’s, The first stood
under the Piazza. ami conld count
ameng its patrens Fielding, Tope, Sheri-
dan, Charehill, Garrick. Foofe, (pwinn,
and Horace Walpole; the second, little
more {han a  humble shed, =tood bhe-
neath the partico of St. Paul's Church,
which vet stands on the west side of the

market, and can he easily repictured
from Hogarth’s “Morning.” Will's and
Button’s coffee-houses were close  at

bk, the former mmorta
time by Macaulay® pictare of
the sprks and  wits  gathered  in its
smoke-kuden rovm; the latter the haunt
of Addison and Steele.

ed for  all

Although  the  original S Pal's
Chnreh, save for the portivo, was demuol-
isheldd by fire more than a century ago,
the present building is an exact replic
of the strweture  designed by Ingigo
Jones, 1 odon't want it much  better
than a barn® =aid e Earl of Bediord
to Jones. who rejoined, “You =hall have

landsomes1 Barn i Koglvd” The
building is nothing wore than that, but
the vaerlts Demsitzh hohll the dinst of the
parents of Turner and of the veteran
Mackling while in the churchyard, wiiler
mimeless <tunes,  repose e vitrialic
Peter Pinder, the pay  Wyecherley, the
imble-witted Samuel Butler of Hudi-
Lras™ fame. the tuncful Dro Arne, wie
mave England the music “Rule Britan-
ni,” amd the courtly Peter Lely, who
perpetuated the frail beauties of  the
morey menareh™ conrt. Round the cor-
ner is Henrietta Street, the one-time
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alsade of Kitry Ulive, Sir Koebert Strauge
the illustrous engraver aml June Aus-
ten when on ler rare visits 1o toewn,
But to-duy the New World bhas invaded
that famons thoronghfare, for where
Pepys onee took lis <trolls and Samuel
Covper paintad his miniatnres are the
Lowdon  establishments o the  Duck-
worths and the Lippincotes.
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If your Eyes are troublesome, we hold a large
stock of SPECTACLES to suit all Sights at
about ONE-SIXTH of the usual prices charged.

Real Pebble Spectacles ...

Rolled Gold Spectacles ... ..
Crystal Spectacles, 1s, 1s 6d, 25, 28 6d pair

Cases Free, and Post Free

AT

... 3s €d pair
3s Bd pair

MILLER’S

Fancy Repository,
100 Victoria St., AUCKLAND.
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ANDREW GRAY,
RHIP. COCKIROFT,
Reaalm%state )
Investment Brokers_,

upon reat estate, etc.

merit and value.

and practices.

their business.

Smeeton’s Buildings,

—  Larhuershiy
W afire.

Andrew Gray and R. H. P. Cockroft, for so '
many years pleasantly associated iogether in the
respective capacity of Manager and Auckland Branch
Manager of the N.Z. Consolidated Dental Company.
Lid. beg to announce their intention of entering
into partnership. as from the First of October. under
the style of GRAY AND COCKROFT.

They will deal in  ill-edged securities. such as
the Bonds and Debentures issued by Municipal and
other public bodies, and those of weli-accredited.
substantial pubiic Companies. First Mortgages Luans

They will alsc handle Town and Country real
estate, timber and other properties of ascertained

They will act as Brokers in the sale of businesses

It will be their endeavour to investigate per-
sonally. or tlirough responsible persons or firms
every proposition they li-t.

In each and every case they will give idividnal
personal service to such as may bhonour them with

ANDREW GRAY,
R H P. COCKROFT,

Quesn Sirret. Auckland.
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