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Taheke, and Memories of the Past.

The part of Rotoiti most familiar toe
but iy the
Leautitul part. is the 1eke
1he western end, where the avertlow at

visitors, no s nnst

arm, al

the lake cascides ot in the Ok Falls,
In the nuethern corner af this ara onee
stonl the largest vitlage on the lake,

Mujor Foxs ol hume, Taleks, celeboat-
et ane the For its riclilycarved
Tiouses, (Ve of tiese beantitully earveld
wleres is now in the A ul Musewmey
Talieke was an important plawe in the

witr-ays oF 1 o, It QU s o very
muel devayed Kainga nowadays, Clase
Lo e hipgh picturssgque peak of Te At
rere atu, near Taheke, where thewe s

@ Maori burial ground, is the last rest-
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the stecp hillsile to the wahi-tapu, ana
1here, nmidat hunentations wnd the tirie
uf velleys of musketry,  the =il
schoolnuister was buriel. No FEuropes
conld have more tenderly amd lovingly
Laidd their deaid to rest than did the
N Slikian their good ohl White Chict.

1 the <heres of the lake arve ma
waves, af whieh the Maoris of past sene-
Tations Macde use as b 1 places.  Home
of Lhese dark cemete [wnetrate a con-
nlerable ddistance inte the sides of the

In wne, on the senthera shove,
Ngarehd, a Kuropean  exploring
rty discoversd, besiiles the bones of

one tribesmen, a wouldering vanoe,
I bl been sawn o half to admit
te the eave, a plosoh, soeme wood-
carvitees, and an old gun-barrel, so old

THED WELLENOWN  oXNals TRAC

ing pleee of AMujor Wood, an old D
clungal tie the
The Major lived with

B . who
4wl 1h

ulers,

the Araw t Talieke Tor over tweny
Neille, s ~ter uf the mative schonl,
tnd i et them, motnrnel iy the
whinle il The natives entertained
Heep Tuse amd reapeet for the old alff-
cerc and the barinl o Octahier, 1584
Mt e merne, The
n= of their white

fie the Cenvere]

mifal ol the Twad alicked

aml allat w Fepthers, il

Taie stone jewels an the’ Dreast,
Then trilse 1o after mourning

ceromesnive were inver, bore the Tody nn

THE 11 EDh
. NIURIT T
ot it ernmbied at the touch On the
foint above liere, D ehiy, there onee
mloml g =troage pa, sinidry fuelits

toak plaee vonsed its palisaded walls in
the e Toneting o 4 the northern
of the Like there RIS
e brind caves, i eoe of which,

y

Aliesr tom,

A plonmy roek rerese U e it time
birick fooaml an aneient full af
botess some of which were of <uele un
=l sl as b imliate that ' there

Wi

re ziants on the varth in thowe days”

Some Tales of Old Rotoltl.

ot PLFY wliite-hearhed ahores
of Botaiti are v with song and legemd
and Distaric tule, Some of thess folk-
porms aunl traditions (ue writer ham col.

L.edwdllQ

¥idll  Ior \JClober N

lectl on his cruises, but moszt of the
tales of the times of old have gone to
the Reinga with the people who once
Jaddled their war canoes on these fair
witters and built their stockaded villages
un every wommuuuling headland.

One tale we hear from old Poihipi
concerns a brisk little battle with war-
gxe awd spear that made the red blood

How an the silver samls just by yon
woody paint called Paehinghina, facing
Pateko  Inland. In the stockade that

once stomd on that  hill  there  lived
Ngati-Te-Ranginnuors, near akin to the
Tahmirangt, and on that pretty beach
they hauled up their long eances and
spread their erayfish nets to dry, just as
vou may see them drvimge in the sun to-
day at some of these tiny lakeside settle-
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One

lay, the story gocs, an armel party of

ment~—nbnt very few, these days,

Boterin Maori-, hound su oa visit by
monoe ta | w1, the chiof of the
Ngati-Pikiao . livi the vastern end
of Lotoiti, were paddling by Paehina-
Tina Peind when <ome of the “young

Iemd=" o Board hethoweht themselves
that it awsnbl be own excellont prank to
steal o larze net belonring to Ngatl-Te-
mord, which they saw hnging on
-pusts on the Deaeh, “This swe-
veation wis spemlily aeted upon, nad the
et was tmuled o biaed one of the
canoea, Some of the pwners, however,
were on Lhe wiateh and raised the wlarm,
and very quickly the lotoroa ennne-men
foutud themselves furivusly nasailed by

the warriors of the pa. A fishing-net
was valualle property in these days, an:
to give additional vigour to the aveny.
ing hands of the mpet-proprietors there
was the hatred born of old vendetiaa,
* bequeathed from bleeding sire to sun.”
Nmati-Te-Kangiunuora fell hammer and
tongs on Tauswhitu and hia men, who
landed on the beach and there set to,
There was sharp work for a few minutes,
as stone mere erashed on skull. Spear-
men lunged at each other with harp koi-
koi of manuka wood, and on the white
sanda and in the shallow water groups
of naked brown warriurs fought desper-
ately and to the death. The serimmage
did not last long. Tauwhitu waas fatally
speared through the body, and a num.-
her of his men were Killed. The sur-
vivors took to their cances. amd mada
off for their lives, leaving behind thewn
the net that had been the cause of all
the rrouhle, and the bodies of their chiefa
to fill the ovens of the Paehinahina man-
eitters.

A Story of Cannibal Politeness.

Here is a vimnette of savage life in the
final ehapter of Tuhourang?s history en
Rotoiti shores, as told by old Rawiri
Alanauriki in the Native Land Court,
After the expulsion of the Tuhourangi
tribe from the Taheke side of the lake,
the head war-chief of the coaguering
tribes, Te Takinga {of Ngati-Pikiao and
Waitaha), made an expedition to the
Tuhourangi’s refuge-pa, the fort on the
prominent proinsnla of Motutawa, for
the purpese of making peace. The chief
of the Tuhouranyi was Te Lanaipuawhe
(from whom the members of the present
head-family  of  the Whakarewarewa
prople are desvended). Tanling at the
Motutawa beach, Te Takinga and his
meu climbed the steep and narrow track
that led to the marae of the palisaded
village on the level Lrow of the castle-
hill, . Here they found the grim old
Rangipnawhe seated in front of hig
house, enjoying a meal of human flesh,
It wus, in faet, the flesh of one of Te
Takinga’s warriors, killed owing to re-
vent tighting.

As Te Takinga was on a ceremonious
friendly visit, the position was rather
delicate, far though each chief hated the
other with a deardly hatred, neither de-
sired {o give ueedless ofience to  the
other, and ihen, in all probability, both
were heurtily tired of the almost econ-
tinual state of war that had existed 1or
some years. ‘Te Rangipuawhe's embar-
rassment at being disesvered feasting on
the flesh of his wvisitor's clansman was
neticed Ly Te Takinga, who, with the
politeness of the true Maori rangatira,
cabld: " Rangi! Do not cease eating’?
Tar, as old Manuariki explaived, the
fiesh whivh the Tuliourangi chief was
ealing was nuot “murdered food,” but
man slaie in fair fight. So Te Hangipua-
whe was mueh relieved, and in his grati-
tude for Te Takinga's consideration Te
said:i—

“le lagnga, listen! I have no pay-
ment to give you for the death »f your
child (tribesman) whom I have been eit.
ing, no parment but one thing, and that
is the land. You may have this lapd
for your own; eome and live upron
1 shall jeave it and go elsewhere”

And s0 Te Rangipuawlhe and his tribe
left Alotutaws, their last stronghold on
the -hores of Rotoiti; left it to tle war-
Their grisf at

riara of Ngati-Pikiao.
abendunig the village and the iunting
awil lishing-giounds of their ancestors
was tempered with sowething of relief,
for their position there bad became prae-
tieally untuenable. Te Takinga and bis
people ocrupied Motutawa and all the
ather pas on the shores of the beautiful
lake, and Tubourangl migrated in their
vanves Lo lioterm, Jares and penates,
aneestral bones and aboriginul baggage,
pet dogs and birds, and slaves and all.
They settled for a while nt Te Pukeroa
I, uoverlooking the boiling springs at
tlinemuty, but eventually went to Lake
Tarawera amd Rote-kikahl, built their
stovkaded villages on the shores of those
water-sheets, and there made their per-
tent homes., They were living at
wera,  Retomahona, Roto-kakahi
amd Likitapu when the first white men
settled in the Lakeland district, and af-
ter the Tarawera eruption they shifted
to Whakarewarewn,

From Lhe ohief Te Takings, who was
the son of Pikiao, the feunder and great
progenitor of the Pikizo tribe, to the
present time is wine generations of men,
or about 225 years,

A War-canoe Expedition,

The feuda between Npati-Tikino and
Tuhourangi were revived in quite mod-
crn times.  Tn 14; wlhen the tribes
fought with pakeln fircarma and steel




