
Turf Gossip.
Bjr WHALEBONE,

FIXTURES*

Oct. 24—Springfield Hack R.C. Annual
Oct. 24 and 25—Poverty Bay T.C. Spring
Oct. 26 and 28—Wellington R.C. Spring.
Oct. 28—Waverley-Waitotara R.C. Annual.
Oct. 28 and 29—Gore R.C. Spring.
Ort. 29 ami 30—Greymouth J.C. Spring.
Nov. 2,4, 6, and 9—C.J.C. Metropolitan.
Nov. 6 and 7 Winton J.C. Annual.

Nov. 6 and 9—Auckland R.C. Spring.
Nov. 20 and 21 Marlborough R.C. Spring.
Nov. 20 and 21—South Canterbury J.C.

Spring.
Nov. 30 and Dee. 2—Feiiding J.C. Spring.
Dec. 11 and 12—Rangitikei R.C. Summer.
Dee. 26 and 30 and Jan. 1 and 2—Auckland

R.C. Summer.

The Egmont Racing Club have raised the
value of the Egmont Cup to SOOsovs.

Mr Geo. Morse has been re-elected handi-
capper and Mr <’. O’Connor starter to the

Egmont Racing Club.

The Monoform mare Monoplane will pro-
bably be brought back from Australia
shortly.

According to the Victorian writer “Ter-
liuga,” Gigandra is the best six-furlong horse
at present in Australia.

Mr C. E. Major’s two-year-old filly, by

Sylvia Park—Chrissie, has gone into S.

Hodge’s charge at Avondale.

The high-priced Golden Slipper, which
proved -a costly failure since leaving N.Z.,
lias foaled a filly to Wallace.

The Obligado gelding Vivace, which has
been in work for some time in the Thames
district, is now located at Ellerslie.

The hunter Galvata badly strained the
muscles of his shoulder one day last week.,
and will have to be treated to a spell.

The Nestor gelding Nelins is gradually
getting into form, and fenced) well in a

schooling gallop with Arawa at Ellerslie.

The St. Paul gelding Captain Paul w-as
schooled over five hurdles at Ellerslie, fenc-

ing safely, but tired somewhat at the finish.

While being schooled at Ellerslie in com-

pany with Lloyds, the Explosion mare Fuss
hit the last feme hard and came to grief.

Private information received from Sydney
states that the recent A.J.C. Spring Meet-

ing was the worst experienced by layers for

years.

The Soult horse Royal Soult is progressing
satisfactorily in his work at Avondale, and
promises to be well forward for his A.R.C.
Bpring engagements.

Two veterans in Advocate and Grenadier,
which have not sported silk for some time,
figure amongst the nominations for the
A.R.C. Spring Meeting.

The Hotchkiss horse Advocate is gra-

dually getting into shape at Ellerslie, but

whether he will stand the winding up
gallop remains to be seen.

Although J. Williamson has nominated
both Hautere and Armagh for the Onehunga

iSteeplecliaso, if present intentions are car-

ried out only one will be started.

A. Goodman, private trainer to Mr. C.

J. Parker, is to bring four horses to the

A.R.C. Spring Meeting, including the three-
year-olds Our Kiilfe and Multiply.

D. Moraghan had an addition to his string
during the week in a three-year-old colt by
Monoform Graceful. The colt is a very big
fellow, and takes greatly after his sire.

The mare Miss Ada, which is now under
the charge of W. Mobberley at Ellerslie, is

the latest addition to the ranks of hurdlers.
In her initial displays the daughter of

Takapuna show's plenty of promise.

The Soult mare La Reina, ■which is iileelv
handicapped in the A.R.(’. x Handicap, is
striding along freely on the tracks at Ellers-
lie, ami <»n a recent morning easily beat
Waiwera over a round of the inside grass.

Mr llenrys evidently holds the opinion
that Bobrikolf has. seen his best day, for in

framing his handicap for the C.J.C.
Stewards’ Handicap'he calls on Equltas to

concede him 51bs, and Los Angelos 31bs.

No less than 19 nominations have been

received for the Hunters’. Steeplechase at

the A.R.C. Spring Meeting, and a$ owners
are now allowed to put up professional
horsemen, probably a big field will go to the
post. . .

It was understood that the steeplechase
horse Sir Lethe was to have been disposed
of in Australia, but evidently his owner

changed his mind. for the son of was
brought back to Wellington by the Moeraki
last Wednesday.

The horses brought back from Sydney by
the Moeraki, which arrived at Wellington

ia
ut week. were : — Allegory. Vi<*e-

Ldmiral, I’elreno, Canute, Adelicln, Ger-
tH?rga, Bronze, E miengarde, Theodore, Mid-

night Sun* Reumac. sir Lethe, Obsono. and

a two-year-old by Prudent King—Emblem.

The following are the acceptances for the
NeW Zealand Trotting Cup of l,ooosovs.,
two miles:—Emmeline <*er, St. Swlthln ss,
Aberfeldy ss, Bright Lady Clare 7«,
Princess Louise 7s. Silver Princess 7s, Gold
Bell Bs, Red Child Bs, Quincey Bs, Prince
Alert Bs, Little Tib Bs, Albert II Bs, Glen-
dalough Ss, Piecework 9s, Ravcnschild 9s,
Manderene 9s, Medallion 9s.

The Great Northern Guineas looks like
providing an interesting struggle, although
the field may not number‘more than half a
dozen. The Avondale heroine, Bleriot, will

have somewhat stronger opposition than
she had last month, and a lot of extra in-

terest will be infused into the event by
the presence of the Gisborne colt Our King
in the field.

Four hunters, in Atawhai, Mahonga, Ice!,
and Captain Jack, were schooled over a

round of the big country at Ellerslie
going over the hill. Atawhai finished
a long way in front, but ran off
at the double on both occasions,
while Captajn Jack stopped at the water,
and could not be induced to face it, being
eventually taken of!’.

Mr T. H. Lowry evidently intends send-
ing Saltano to Auckland to contest the
A.R.C. Welcome Stakes next month. Sal-
tano is a colt by Soult from Monoquil, and
was purchased cheaply for 125gns. at the
last Glenora Park sale, where he was dis-
pose*] of on behalf of Mr J. McNicoll. If

Saltano is sent up, bis presence in the field
will add increased interest to the event.

It is interesting to note Mr Henrys*

opinion of Australian and New Zealand

form, as represented by Autumnus and

Ventura. Both are three-year-olds, and are

put on the same mark by Mr Henrys at 8.9,
but, as the latter is entitled to a sexual
allowance of 51bs, the southern handicapper
is evidently impressed with Australian form.
Autumnus is asked to carry 51bs and Ven-
tura lOlbs over weight for age.

The victory of Undecided in the Mastorten
Cup on Thursday will bring the son

Mensehikoff into prominence for the N. 7
Cup, for which he does not Incur aty
penalty by reason of his win at O-pakk
When the weights first appeared Undecided-
was sorted out as one of the picks of til*

handicap, ami now that lie has shown fl

return to form will probably touch a short

price for the Riccarton two-mile race.

The Takapuna Jockey Club have issued
their programme for the coming season.

The chib have increased their stakes by
450sovs, the added money to be distributed
now totalling 4,4iiosovs. At the spring meet-

ing the two principal events, the St.
Andrew’s Handicap and Spring Handicap,
have been raised to 250sovs and 200sovs re-

spectively, while the big event of the year,
rhe Takapuna Cup. now carries a stake of

SOOsovs and the T.J.C. Handicap SOOsovs.
The club have made a number of improve-

ments to their running track, and everything
promises for a record season.

In framing bis handicaps for the Poverty
Bay Turf Club’s Meeting Mr Coyle asks
Our King to concede Monorail 191bs over

six furlongs. Although the latter ran some-

what disappointingly at Avondale, it would
not he altogether advisable to accept that
as bis true form, for his work in the tracks
shows him to be endowed with plenty of

pace, and in their training Scorch is of very
little use to him. On a recent morning at

Ellerslie Monorail skipped over six furlongs
ou the inside grass in 1.19, beating Scorch

by three lengths.

Two days before the opening of the big
meeting at Randwick, the Sydney •‘Dally

Telegraph” paid a compliment to New Zea-

land jumpers in the following paragraph: —

“The many thousands of people who will be

present at the spring mooting of the Austra-

lian Jockey Club, and especially the section

who favour jumping races, will have much

to thank the New Zealand division for.

Hitherto our jumping races have invariably
not boon worth the money given to be run

for. It has often occurred that the runners

as a whole were so lacking in quality that
the races were scarcely worth looking at, but
the presence on the scone'of such performers
as Paisano, Black Northern, Continpaiice,
John. Sir Lethe, and others promises to make

the hurdle races and steeplechases by no

means the least interesting events in a very

big programme. New Zealand racing men

will thus add mn.-h tone to the meeting, and

if they succeed in appropriating a full share

of the spoils, their good fortune will scarcely
be begrudged under the circumstances. Let

the best horses win is the hope of all good

sportsmen.”

The term “dark horse’’ is thought Io have

had its origin in the following circumstances:
In the last century there lived in Tennessee
a “character”. named Flynn, an elderly per-

son, who dealt in horses. Flynn generally

contrived to own a speedy nag or two for

racing purposes If lie could arrange for “a

•mod thing” during his peregrinations
Throughout the State.- The best of Flynn’s

flyers was a coal black stallion named Dusky*
Pete, almost a thoroughbred, and able to go

in the best of company. One day Flynn
visited a town where a race meeting was in

progress. He entered Pete. The people,
knowing nothing of the horse’s antecedents,

and not being over-impressed by his npp- ar-

ance, backed the local favourite heavily

lagainst the stranger. Just as the beasts
were being saddled for the race, a certain

Judge McMinamce. -wh«» was the “oracle’’
•J that part of Ute State, arrived on the

course, and was made one «»f the race Judges.
As be took bis place on the stand he was

told of tlie folly of the owner of the strange
entry. Running bis eye ove*| the track, the

judge instantly recognised Pete. “Gentle-
men,” said MvMinampe, “there’s a dark
horse in this ra‘*e, as you’ll soon find out

”

He was right. Pete, "the dark horse,’* lay
back until the tliree-quarter pole was reached,
when he went to the front with a rush and

won the race.

Tlie development of trotting speed is

shown by the following table of world’s
mile records: —

IBs<S—Flora Temple, b m, by Bogus Hunter,

1574-—Goldsmith Maid, b m, by Abdallah,

2.14.

1878—Rarus, b g, by Conklin’s Abdallah,

2.14g.
1879—St. Julien, b g. by Volunteer, 2.12J.

1880—Maud S.. eh m, by Harold, 2.1 tj.

1880 St. Julieu, b g, by Volunteer, 2.11J.

1881— Maud S.. < b m, by Harold, 2.10}.

1884 Jay Eye I-.ee. bl< g, by Dictator, 2.10.

1885—Maud S., eh m, by Harold, 2.8J.

1891 — Sunol, b m, by Electioneer, 2.8}.

1892— Nancy Hanks, br ni, by Happy
Medium. 2.4.

1894—Alix, 11 m. Patronage, 2.3J.

J-XX)—The Abbott, b o. by I’liitnes, 2.3}.

PjOl Creseeus, eh b, by Robert McGregor,

1903
_-

2
Eou Dillon, b in, by Sidney Dillou

(with windshield), 1.58J.
1910—Uhlan, bk g. by Bingen (without

windshield). 1.58£.

WAIRARAPA NOTES.

Sir Knox will be taken to Trentbani

next week and will compete tn the big

mone?. The Sir l.addo gelding is in great

f' ?
Si
l

napis is showing capital form on the

track, and will probably be taken on to

Trentham and Rleearton.

San Pail, Allure, ami Phroso arc all en-

gaged in the IVaverlev Cup. and, conse-

quently, a god race should result tn this

event.
The Wairarapa jumper Sir Lethe has been

brought home from Sydney. It was first

intended by Mr. Vallanee that Sir Lethe

should go to Melbourne after the Randwiek

meeting, but he lias now decided to give
the Lethe horse a spell.

Euroeo and Rahatii are to be taken to the

Waverlcy meeting. Both are in good condi-

tion and should run forward In their re-

spective events. Serenity may also start

•it Waverlev, but he has run so disappoint-
ingly of In'to that he Is not. given much

chance in the handicap in which he has

been entered.

TURF TALK FROM THE SOUTH

Canteibnry stables had a very successful

time at the DuneiHu Jockey Clubs meeting

last week. Out of fourteen races decided

.luring the two days’ ten were won by

horses trained at Rieearton. and another by

an animal hailing from, Ashburton. Under

the circumstances, it is not surprising to

learn that' stay-at-home backers in Christ-

ehnreh won lots of money; as a fact, I hear

that, the starting price merchants were

-badly smitten. The success of Coronifonn

in the two chief handicaps of the meeting

lilt them particularly hard, t'oroniforni lias

had a somewhat varied career. The season

before last lie showed good form more than

onee up to a
mile and a-half, and won some

decent races, being then an
inmate of

Aynsley’s stables. Last season he failed to

score a win, and his original owner passed
him on at n modest tigure. He then joined
McAuley's stable, but the eliange brought no

link. The turn came a few weeks ago.

when he won at Ashburton, and he lias now

added two more victories at Dunedin, so

that his present owner can take credit for

an excellent investment.

Soldiers’ Chorus, which won the Electric

.Handicap at the Dunedin meeting, -was

backed recently for the New Zealand Cup,
but lie is also in the Stewards’ Handicap,
mid that race may be more in his line than

the two miles.

Ifesslone, which won the Taioma Handi-

cap at Dunedin, is proving a very useful

hack, this being the fourth success she has

scored during the present season.

The manner in wliieh Gangway won the

Spring Hurdle Handicap at the Dunedin

meeting made a good impression, and the

son of CastashoreStephanos is .now being

talked of as n horse with a big future over

hurdles.
Wliizx. the winner of the Dominion llamli-

eap at the Dunedin Jockey Club’s meeting
on Saturday, is a two-year-old brother to

Silver Bullet, which is now racing in Aus-

tralia. He is by Calibre-Tnpirwal, a sister
to Porirna and Kamo, by Sister Deiaval.

Jan which won the Burnside Hnndieap
at tlie Dunedin Jockey Club’s meeting on

Saturday, was bred by Mr. J. B. Heid, and

was sold as n yearling to Mr. J. Buckley
for 425 guineas, lie started four times as

n two-year-old, Ills best performance being
Io run second to Ermeugarde in the Wel-

lesley Stakes at the spring meeting of tlie

Wellington Racing Club. A few' weeks ago

he was sold to the Southland sportsman

Mr. H. Rodgers, amt went into the stable

of P. T. Hogan. Jan Is a representative
of tlie successful St. Simon Musket cross,
as he is by Charlemagne H.. by St. Simon
Perfect Dream, Janet being by, Castor

Cissy, a sister to Trenton, by Musket

Frailty.
The result of tlie. Dnnedln Slakes fully

bore out tlie opinion Hint was generally
held here, as It was anticipated the race

would resolve itself Into a innteli between

War Step and Nightwatch. The result was

a good race, apparently on Hint show

lug there is not much to choose between
the pair, so Ihat their next meeting will

be nwnlted with keen Interest. I have al-
ways hold a good opinion of Mr. Daleety's

liiey-looklng fitly, and mil prcpiued to think
slio will always bo foundl n good generous

galloper. Perhaps one would look for Nlghl-

wab-h to the most Improvement wltH
for he u that i>T not properly'

set while War Step to of the low made
rfort that

are tiMial'y seen at their best
early in the season; therefore It wotild oc-
oaHon no surprise to find the ("bokebore
Ixxlgp volt show to more advantage than
War Step as hhe season advances. Although
there is no doubt that the above-mentioned
pair represent two of the best juveniles
located here, there are others which wii)
kUow to advantage when asked to sport
silk, and to a name a likely trio, a good
judge at Ricvnrton takes Mowbra v (Mensrhi-
kuff -Lady Melton), Hiotoriette’ (Achilles—-
chinwag), and the Charlemagne 11. Arnii-
gera colt as being the most likely to dis-
tinguish themselves in the future.

When theWellington Racing Club secured
Laliour Day on which to hold its spring
meeting, thus bringing it within one week
of the C.J.C.’s Metropolitan fixture, It was
generally thought that there -would bo only
a poor response from the Southern stables,
and this opinion has been borne out, as
there an? only something like seven horses
from here entered in the open races. M.
Hobbs will probably make the journey with
a couple of two-year-olds (Mowbray and the
Charlemagne IL- Neva colt), ami Crosbio
and P. V. Mason may also take up Historlte
ami Cherubini, but nothing definite will be
decided upon until Mr, Greenwood’s team
returns from Sydney.

R. 1). O’Donnell was down from Yald-
hnrst on Saturday with several members
•»f his team, including Los Angelos, Bon
Revo, Ron Ton, Oxenhope, Culprit, and Cul-
ture. all of which are looking In capital
fettle. They were only given half to steady
pacing. O’Donnell Informed me that Los
Angelos and Oxenhope would be sent to
Wellington to fulfil their engagements.
O’Donnell will not accompany the horses
north, as he will be too busy at home with
his team, and B. Lyall will probably go up
in charge.

a.r.c. spring meeting.

ACCEPTIONS FOR THE LEADING
EVENTS.

WELCOME STAKES of oOOsovs. Five?
furlongs.

Mr. F. E. Ross’ Crecy filly.
Mt. F. E. Ross’ Soldier. »
Mr. H. D. de Lautour’s Lady Alicia.
Mr. W. Nidd’s Prelude filly.
'Mr. Geo. Nalsh’s Miss Phyllis colt.
Mr. J. O. E. Jackson’s Marconi.
Mr. F. Hall’s Merry Roe
Mr. R. Hannon’s Jeu d’Esprit.
Mr. W. Montgomery’s Lady Kegel fi'rty.
Mr. D. McKinnon’s Marshal McDonald.
Mr. T. H. Lowry’s Soltano.

• Mr. John Paterson’s Kia Kaha.
Mr. R. Kerehoma’s Reel colt.

Mesdames Foss and Steuart’s Soultikoff.
Mr. J. H. Walters’ Rosea.

GREAT NORTHERN GUINEAS of 750SOVSL
One mile.

Mr. H. Connop’s Lady Elgiva.
Mr. C. Dawson’s Hawarden.
Mr. Jas. Dunning's Crecy filly.
Mesdames Foss and Steuart’s Princfl

Boult.
Mr. F. Hall s Bierlot.
Mr. H. D. de Lautour’s Monorail.

Mr. C. J. Parker’s Our King.
Mr. R. J. Stanfield’s Gelatine.
Mr. W. Walters’ General Drouet.

CITY HANDICAP.
st lb lb

Antoinette ... 810 Miss Winsome 7 9

Waimangu ...
8 8 Coromandel (In-

Santa Rosa .. 8 B eluding 51b

Gloy 8 rt penalty .... 7 12

Kaka ma 8 1. Waiorewa .... 7 6
Goldsize 7 12 Multiply 7 5

La Reina .... 7 12 Mau! Nina ... 7 4

Labour Day .. 711 Semolina .....
7 3

Master Walriki 711 Flying Soujt . 0 9

Royal Soult .. 7 11 Sea Pink ....
G 7

Jolie Fille .... 7 10

WELLINGTON R.C. SPRING

MEETING.

The following are the acceptances for the
Wellington Racing Club’s Spring Meeting: —

Rimutaka Handicap of lOOsovs, six fur-

longs. Avaunce 9.0. Dirge 8.11. Monologue
8.7, War Queen 8.2, Semaphore 8.2, Pat-

ronale 8.0, Black Lupin 8.9, Daunton 7.5,
Otarala 7.5, Courtly 7.5, Valtlre 0.10.

Shorts Handicap of 120sovs, live furlongs.
—Equltas 10.4, Naumai 9.5. Gipsy Bello 9.0.
<Radiole 8.13, Blue Lake 5.9, Crown Pear!
8.9, Pirlwai 8.0, Mount Victoria 8.0. Styx
7.11, Prosper 7.11. Allurement 7.9, British
Maid 7.8, Peroneal 7.4. Beacon 7 2, Lcapuk!
7.0. Lockwood G.13, Sicpney 0.13, Early
Morn G. 10, Distinction G.7.

Wellington Handicap of -lOOsovs, one mile
and a-quarter. Bobrikoff 9.4. Eqtiilas 8.13.
Sea Queen 8.5, Mcrrivonia 8.4. Byron 7.12,
Mendip 7.12. Sir Knox 7.12. Theodore 7.10,
Kaskayne 7.7, Odessa 7.7, Sandstream 7.6,
Patriotic 7.6, Obllgant 7.5. Lady Moutoa
7.3, Ngatiniaru 7.0, Ladrone 6.11, Sir Solo
6.7, Brown Trout 6.7, St. Felix 6.7.

First Hack and Hunters’ Steeplechase of

120sovs, two miles and a half. Hawick
11.11, Kelp 10.12, Rangitane 10.0, lilghden
9.11, Gondolier 9.10, Elwell 9.7, Zulu 9.7,
Greystonc 9.7. Major Webb 9.7.

Walnut Handicap of lOOsovs, one mile.—
Undecided 10.7, Domino 9.12, Midnight Sun
9.12, Goldlinder 9.6, Lady Moutoa 9.1, Mira
9.0, Bollin 8.13, Bracken 8.13, Ceylon 8.11,
Negative 8.11, Kllosteri 8.10, Mallard 8.5,
Beacon 8.5, Aloha 8.5, Aetna 8.0.

Final Scurry Handicap of lOOsovs, five
furlongs.—Lady Volga 9.1, Gay Lawless
8.10, Sanguinary 8.10. Monologue 8.8, Early
Morn 83, War Queen 8.3, Lady. Louis\
8.3, Missile 8.1, Arat la tin 8.1, Patronala
8.1, Portland Lady 8.1, Potoa 7.10, Red
Book 7.8, Daunton 7.6, Borsil 7.6, Exertion
7.3, Ladino 7.2, Ale. lo 6.13, Biddy 0.13,
Ghoorkdale 6.11, Suratlira 6.11, Merry Guy
6.11, Merrlvalc 6.11, Otter 0.11.

The horses remaining In the Wellington
Stakes. 19k2, are as follows :—Rm> Bi
Cherubini, Hhtorklte

v
».li f
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