
On the Golf Links

This paper has been appointed the official organ of the Ladies’ Golf Union,

JTeic Zealand branch.

Secretaries of ladies’ golf clubs are incited to forward official notices, handi-

caps and alterations, results of competitions and other matters of interest, to

reach the publishing office not later than the Saturday prior to the date of

publication.

AUCKLAND.

(Special Correspondent.)

THE
club fixtures of the Auckland

Golf Club are nearly at an end

for this season, but it seems highly
probable that a number of mem-

bers will be found playing all through

the summer. I understand the course

is to be kept cut all the summer, and,

judging by the good work done by the

pony-mower up to date, conditions

should be splendid. Players will also

find that straightness will be necessary,

as the fairway is only being cut 21

chains wide, and the grass will get very
rank outside the line of cutting. Sum-

mer golf at Middlemore is most enjoy-
able. It is a good thing to start rather

later than the usual w inter time and play
late, catching the second train to town

after tea at the clubhouse. I hope quite
a number of members will be regular
attendants this year, as they are bound
to feel the benefit of the extra practice
when next season's matches start.

While on the subject of matches, I

think the Auckland Club would do well
to play their championship earlier in

the season. It is very late, to be playing
a final half way through October.

All-day Match.

A 36-hole Medal handicap is to be

played on Labour Day, October 28, for a

trophy presented by Jlr Downes. Players
arrange their partners. This is, I think,
the first occasion on which the club has

tried an all-day match. One hopes the

field will be large. I have heard of

several other trophies which are to be

played for after the regular matches are

over. This should help to encourage the

summer player.

The New Greens.

The new greens, which were played on

for the first time last week, are a great
success. A few players object to the

hummocks, hut nearly every player on

Saturday last was very complimentary.
Visiting golfers from Southern clubs will

find more variety on the Auckland Club

greens than on any others in New’ Zea-

land. Most clubs believe in the severely
level surface, but my ow n opinion is that

a little variety in I he way of hummocks

is a good thing-, always supposing the
Burface is good, ami the surface of Ute
new greens at Middlemore is splendid.

Verdon's Ambition.

It is freely stated that Harry \ ardon

is special!v keen on winning the cham-
pionship of Franco and the News of the

World Tournaihent, the two big profes-
sional events in which he lias not been
successful up to this season, lie made
a great effort to win both this year,
and only lost the French event by one

stroke, while the cable tells us that the

News of the World event is his at last,
he having beaten Ray <m the last green
in the final, which was played at Sun-

ningdale on the 4Lli of this month.

Auckland Club Championship
Final.

Tn playing the final of the Auckland

Championship last year Burns and Col

beck put up a very fine game, the golf
was good, and the finish as close as could
be desired. Inspired by the memory of
this line game, quite a large number of
enthusiasts turned out on Saturday to

follow this year's final between the same

players. I nfoitiuiabdy the spectators
were badly treated, as. though tin* game
went io the last grien before Burns won,
the play was not as good as expected.
The morning round was specially poor.
Neither plnyer was sure in any part of
the game. The morning's play does not
need a full description. Colbeek started
oil' by w inning the first two holes. Burns
won the third, and I hen at Isith the 4th
and sth missed easy putts in each ease

for the win. The 6th Burns got a good
four, and squared the game. At the 7th
Burns got three to t'olbeek’s four, but
the hole was not well played. The Sth

was halved in six. Burns drove into the

swamp, and Colbeek was short. An easy
win for Colbeek should have been the

result, but a simple putt was missed, and
a-half resulted. Burns won the 9th, five

to six’, and turned 2 up. This lead he

increased to 3 up at the 11th, getting 3

to Colbeek's 4. The next three holes went

to Colbeek with three fives, and the game
was square again. A good four at the

loth put Colbeek 1 up, only to lose his

had by bad play on the green at the 16th.

Burns took the next two holes in 4, and

was 2 up at the adjournment.
Second Round.—Though the wind had

increased in force when the second round
started, the play was decidedly better.

As in the morning, Colbeek won both the

first two holes, and the match w’as square
again. The 3rd and 4th were halved in

5, Colbeek's putt at the 4th running
round the hole. The sth saw Burns the

victim of a dead stymie, and he lost the

hole. The 6th was halved in 4. At the

7th both got good balls, but Colbeek’s
approach was weak, and Burns won with

a 3 to 4—all square. The Sth saw: Burns
in the ditch again, and after playing 3

he picked up, and Colbeek was 1 up. The

9th was halved in 6, after poor short

play. The short 10th seemed to trouble

both players, and it was once more

halved in 5. The 11th saw both get good
threes. The hedge at the 12th caught
Colbeek's drive, and Burns squared the

game. The 13th and 14th both went to

Burns in fives to Colbeek’s sixes. The

15th was practically the deciding hole of
the match. Colbeek lay dead in 3, and
Burns holed a splendid putt of 8 feet for

the half. The 16th saw another poor tee

shot from Burns, and Colbeek reduced
the lead to 1. The 17th halved in 5,
after Colbeek played a poor approach,
running practically through the green.

Dormy one. Colbeek got the longest ball

at the 18th, but after the seconds had
been played they were about equal as to

position. Colbeek was short with bis

approach, while Burns was on the green.
Two putts by each player, and a-half in

5 was the result, and Burns was once

nnne ehampion. This is his fourth suc-

cessive win.

The course was in splendid order for
the match, and one cannot find excuses

for the standard of play. Burns has
been much below his form for some time

now. but Colbeek has been playing well,
ami was expected to win.

WELLINGTON.

tSpecial Correspondent.)

October 9th.
There is a bachelor's establishment in

Wellington, when* golf has eaten in like

a eanker. One has golf with porridge
in the morning, and restless souls toss
about at night, muttering in their sleep
concerning missed putts, sliced drives and

fearful
"

bogies.” The house in question
has now to its credit two out of the

three club championships of Well-
ington. 11. R. IT. Balneavis won the
Hutt one, and on Saturday last M. W.
Horton won the Miramar championship
from R. L. D. Kidston by 6 up and 5 to

play These three players are all in the
same house, ami there are soft whispers
that they'll go eyes out for the Welling-
ton championship at Heretaunga" to

complete the hat-trick. Horton finished
the morning round two up on his oppon-
ent, and in the afternoon he increased
it and won by six up. Horton won the

same championship three years ago, ami
it is quite probable that he will hold it

again. The Tuson cup goes to him for

one year, and he gets a prize presented
by the club captain, Mr. I’. C. I’reeble.

It will be remembered that it was Horton

who put up such a battle with “Boston”

Keimaday in the N.Z. Championship.
His name is in the American book of golf
ns the holder of the record for the long-
est drive. Under ordinary conditions,
and without any wind, he drove 340

yards. The figures are indeed astonish

ing, but I took occasion to pace out a

drive of his cn the Wellington course,

and it was roughly 310 long paces—ap-
proximately yards. And this with not

more than six yards run for the ground
was absolutely Malden. He quaintly ex-

plained that he held the record for

U.S.A, for some years until
“

some fellow

came along and beat me on frozen
ground with a 348 yards hit.” Kennaday
is now farming at Nelson, and up to

the time he eame to Wellington last

month, he had not hail more than half

a dozen rounds of golf in about four

years—since he left Boston.

CHRISTCHURCH.

i Special Correspondent.)

Shirley.
Medal handicaps were played at Shir-

ley on Saturday, resulting as follows: E.

T. Shores (4) 82, C. H. Hewlett (13) 82,
H. H. Knight (9) 82, C. T. Clarke (21)
82. Shores and Knight play off for the

senior medal, ami Clarke and Hewlett
for the junior. The number of competi-
tors was fewer than usual, a good many
players having turned their attention to

other pursuits. The scores were not

good, as, under ordinary conditions, 77
will hardly win a medal at Shirley.
The weather was warm, a light N.W.

wind blowing steadily all day. The high
scores may partly be attributed to the

long grass which now abounds. The

growth has been tremendous, and though
the fairways have been cut by the new

machine it is very easy to find the long

grass. The course at present is admir-

ably bunkered by the long grass, and

hardly one crooked shot can escape the

penalty. This is as it should be, but

it is rather a nuisance looking for (and
often not finding) one's ball.

The Committee has decided, on the
recommendation of the Greens Commit-
tee, to start play on the new course

in about four weeks. It will be impos-
sible to play the permanent course in

full before next autumn, but one closely
approximating to it can be laid out. It

will involve., one or two crossings and

one temporary green, but this matters

little, being only a temporary inconveni-
ence. The final course will follow

Soutar’s plan to the 15th hole, but the

last three holes will differ essentially.
At least it will be laid on a scientific

basis, and will hot be a collection of

haphazard holes.

Subscriptions.
The Committee has decided to call a

general meeting of the Club at the end

of this month to consider the question
of raising the subscription to 5 guineas.
It will also be proposed that a penalty
for non-payment in three months from
duo date be inflicted. In making the

suggested increase the Club will only
be following the example of Auckland.
Wellington, and, I think, Dunedin, all

all of which clubs have found that 4

guineas is too low. Of course, it can-

not bo denied that it is possible to have

golf for the lower subscription, but it
has been found impossible to give golf
of a first-class order and make ends
meet. The question resolves itself into

the simple one, Do members prefer to

save a guinea a year, or to have first-
class links to play’on? I hope the pro-

posal will be carried. As to the other

point of inflicting a penalty for non-

payment of subscriptions by a given
date, I feel sorry that such a proposal
should be necessary. Members who do

not pay until the* year is almost over

show little consideration for those who
are managing the affairs of the Club. It
would do some of them good to try
it on in a big English or Australian club.
I was in the office of the secretary of
the Royal Sydney Golf Club one Jan-
uary, about the 4th or sth of the month.
The cheques simply littered his desk,
and he told me that more than half had
already come in, and he expected the
rest during the month. This is not su-

perior virtue on the part of the Sydney
players, but result of a system which
merely considers the question of
whether a man’s subscription is paid or

not by a fixed date. In most places
they don’t fine; they suspend and even

strike off the name of the non-payer.

Richmond Hill.

The final of the Richmond Hill Club

Championship, played over 36 holes, was

won by A. C. Fryer, who beat C. 11.
Seymour by 3 and 2".

The final for the Rawnsley Cicek re-

sulted in a win for G. K. Webber and
Miss D. Meares.

New Brighton.
The favourable season experienced

this year has hail an excellent effect at

New Brighton. The greens, which were

top-dressed, have done very well, ami

the course gives great promise of future
excellence. It is a pity it is so short,
for the country is all that could be de-

WOOD MILNE GOLF BALLS
are equally suitable for the light, the

moderate, or the hard hitter. Guaranteed
for 72 holes. Try them and test them
against others. Your dealer stocks them OC

can get them.

LLLATIIORNE, HARTRIDGE & CO., Ltd.,
Wholesale Agents, Wellington.

‘WHY NOT
THE INEW GOLF BALL

®
Price 32/- per doz.

THE FINEST BALL
EVER PRODUCED.

Uniform from centre
tooutside.Won'thack
or go outuf shape.

Manufactured by
HENLEY’S TELEO.
WORKS CO. LTD.

Blon; field Street,
Londone.0.,ENG,

Cun be obtainedfrom

MESSRS. SHARLAND v CO., LIMITED,
Lome St., Auckland. WellestonSt., Wellington.
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That * here at

Uncommon “ Wiseman’s”

Present

Here you have it. Tho

present that is unique, Vou'rc welcome to seo them
out of the way, that-s

at any time. The prices wifi
always appreciated be- ssL-W"' delight you. .
cause of its noveflty,

MAN’B
flnd uat WIHK’ P°l<er 'work Leather Cushions.

POKER-WORK LEATHER CUSHIONS for instance Our own manufacture. For
the departing friend as Wedding Gifts. For Hubby’s Den, the Lounge, or Inglenook.
What could be more handsjme and uncommon, and best of all thoroughly typical of
New ZealandJ

J. WISEMAN & SONS LTD.,
175 Queen St., Auckland.
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