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coutd mee Yttle old My Sills hanging to
a strap. He had never looked so utterly
hateful to her before—though everybody
said he was o dowincering old driver, and
acted as if he owoped his elerks, body
and soul! Pet hated him for standing
there, bland and benevolent, quietly se-
lecting & mice yvung man to be the hus-
Land of that ugly girl. Doultlesa be
would give Juck to understand he must
net take Pet about—aml she did not
know what Jack would da!
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While the way lay aloug the nvisy
surf, conversation was impossible,  They
nude a sharp turn  and  went | Bying
through darkuess sweelened by Bil'ﬂ\\"-
berries aml jnagnoliws. What would it
be like, Pet wondered, to lhave him all
one’s awn, ne matter whn wanted him?
'Fu hanyg upon his arin everywhere one
wenlt The homeward ride was half
over; in half an lhour Pet would know
whether she was engaged or not.

At Rose Hill two ladies entered  the
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©osank hnto his vavated place”

car. As they came down the aisle, Jock
touched bis Tt to the pretty une, whe
Lot felt o
pang, {For is a murfied man, or an en-
gaged nwn, to go albout touching his hat
and offering ladics hia seat?) ' Were
you with that gentlemany? asked the
strange lady. " Too bad, I turned him
out of his geat!™

" {th, ho doesn’t mind the standing!"
Tet assured her; "and he wouldn’t feel
comfprtable to sit talking to me while
any lady stond!”

She conli see Jack, his big arn: thrown
Tehind his head, his magniticent physique
diaplayed by the very motion which alwost
threw My Sills from his feet, where they
clung to the same strap, Juck bowed—
rather distantly—to Evelyn; then hie ex-
changed glanees with Pet, then  he
ulanced canually at Evelyn—to sec how
she took ler punishment for Sunday
afternoon, (O Nunday afternoon they
hadt walked in the park. Anl the airs
of FEvelyn!. Te say to him, " Larry my
cout!” aa if he were the dust vtnder hor
feet!) Tet's dead-white face stoad aut
against the outer darkness; she was
leaning forward; whenever he lovked at
DLer, ier meek mouth broke inte a smile.

“Pleasant night on the water!” said
Mr Silla,

“Lovely!” assented Jack. Time wan,
when he had been afraid of Sills, afratd
to eall in respunse to Evelyn's invita-
tion; but for =ix snecessive Sonday ofter-
noons, Mr %ills had wandered through
the parlour during Jack’s call, had nof
interfered iu the least with Jack., Well!
—Jack thought it might be hard to get
a nice fellow for such an uply girll

“You seem to be with Miss Isubel this
evening,” said Ar Sills, looking nbout
for Pet, whose other name was Isabel

Jack jmuntily assented. Sills began to
rattle hin; Sills always rattled him! “I
feel a rerponsibility fur young women in
my employ, My Dectong,”—thia wan so
blandly said, that for an inatant Jack
thouglit it was of vather a complimen-
tary nature. He looked at Pet. -

“8a 1 trust you won't take it amiss—"
Jnek laokéd down on My Sills, very larpgs
and fair by contrast with his employur.
Sills was taken with a snecezing fit.

“ Arve yout engaged to the young lady?”
—no  explanation, just that question
flung at him, £lla had wiped his nose
and was bhenevolent agaim, ~

" Reg pardon®” raid Jack; he changed
Lis hands o the strap .and shifted his
feet. - .

. Murcifully, Sills took another enecz-
ing fit.

“Are wyou expecting to marry  the
voung lulyt” resumed Mr Sills.  There
was o blue flash in the old wan's little
CYPS. {Aud yet, those Sunday efter-
neonus, while Jack was calling on Evetyn
—strolling in tho park with Evelyn—
hanging aver Fvelyn's piano—=8ills never
eaid o word!) Jack glanced at Pet, who
was ready to answer the lonk,

“T1 presuwime you are engnged!”
Sills.

Juck wiped the perspiration from his
Lrow., " XNw, sir,” he replicd,

“1f that s the ease, Mr Delong—"
Little Nills dvew liwscl up like & mas-
ter; his chest swelled out with all the
responsibilities of the eaploying vlase.

" Ok, we've engaged,” anid Juek, hast-
fy. 1 enly meant we ain't expeeting
Lo mwarry immediately.”

AN, iuleed!™ Bills” face anit his
vaice hruke up like jee in the epring.
“Aud you den't feel able to wmarry at
ancr. AR

“I'm onot feeling well”  atiadl Jack,
“Pve taken eold. I think I'll go in out
of 1the winl!” But Sills followed him
into the enr.

Tuside, Jack was not fav from Evolyn;
sick as he folt, he kept watcehing her till
De saw what whe was {eying to hide, her
red eyes, with rings around them. s
mouth relaxed: he fooked through the
class avd smiled at Pet. le was think-
ing thiet Sills would go home that night
ad just easually remark that youug
Irelong was * engnged.”?

" What ave you getting now, Deloagt”
inquired Rills at lis elbow; Javk told
him,  “When yoo get married,” said
Silla, “we'll roise you twonty-five,”

Ihauk yeu,” roplicl the head eleck.
They wera now apinuing abant curvens in
1he business part; it was here that Jack
firat Legan seriounly to consider the pos.
aibilily of hia marrying for love, If he
dist marry for lave, he wanted a while
to think about it; and he intendel Pot
shoult never know lie hid anid they weorw
anguged,

Tet' utation was Mre Sl tranefee
point; Jurk quite gallantly assinted Pt
to mlight frian the car, and FPet linked
hezr arm fn Biv and hung upon it.  Jnek,
perfectly amifent, turned Into that little
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