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Compoundu)g a Fe]ony

By L. M. EASTGATE, Auckland.

BB docior was making the best
pace he could down n narrew
country vond which ran between

T

_wide wastes of titree scruly
Jaml, In the midnight loneliness of the
desnlate  worpoundings  the  motor-car

loked curiously inesngrusus, for thers
nag neither sight nor sound of human
Lalitation. Imagining that he was tha
sole traveller at the time and place, the
doctor, Tegardiees of speed Jimits ether,
(han those compelled by the condition
of the vomd, wan intent only on making
hiy machine livk wp the miles which lay
between hime and the city with aa Jittle
Joea of Lime aw possible,  Suddenty, into
the whir and hum of the motor broke
a sbout fvom in front, fellowed by an-
athor move nsistent, amd,” with a short

impatient word the doctor sleweld down,

for the car ook the whole Wisltl of the
narrow romd Hlowing down was not
enough, for’ the wan - whd lad’ shouted’
stood fairly in tle middle of the rn.ul
and wermed inonoe hurry to move.

The doctor, whope name was Harris,
folt irritated, for after a long day lo.
Tiul been 1l]¢-d out Lo an urgent case in
an ouﬂying district, aml now, with work.
well dona belind hi, houm amd bed.
toometl invitingly. . Fhe ear stopped, and
tHarria enid shortly, ™ “P“ what o y->u~
want, whoever you are??

Theé reply eame, perhaps quicker, audw_

cortainly with more brevity than he had
expected, B owant your car,” =aid the
mam. . H

" You \\ahtfw‘.lmt——?’ :

The: esol impudence of the act and
speech was like o matel to the doctor’s
hot temper, which was generally well
miler control; hut the 110\t minute the
man had itvppml to the sile of the ecar,
ad by the steong dght of the lamps the
doctor saw th.tt he was dealing with
romathing that was -neither fmpudeney’
nor chibls play,  1is keen oyes dropped
frome the square-jawel tace, white and,
st umler the rough, tamed sking to the
pewartul hand gripping the side of the
car an though taking pusseasion of it Ly
The action @il net alfeet the
wwner of the car, as the other man hal
lmpr-nl it would; it only stirred his anger
apain and made Hm more wiatchful, o
a younyg colonial himself, generatly
tl to any rmergeney,  whether it
clled mind or muosele duto play,  Tlia
mirvey of the man brought him to the
ronetasion thut he would prohably nesd
both, He wan wuick at wveading fuees,
and there was something else on the
hand besides med.

“Want o doetor? e asked quictly,
-'ltllll'n]., hix man all Ale time, '
at makes yon think s0?' eame

the quiek voply, in w r!llelLli)l!‘s aml de-

FBesive tone,

"The Bined on your ol said T!'iu-
vix, pn-pnu‘nl t-) n-pn-l. boardeya it nccr's-
mTY,

Hu- man Ipoked down with an invelua-
fary  wstari, Yt ™s from a ti-tren
wialel,™ e returged, sullenly,

" Pretty Dad sevatel to blead to that
l‘\h nt, Let we aen it, I'monoddoctor?

Yo a deefor-is thet truer™ ITars

¥in Toukrd ute ilily inta the fieres, anxi-
LLTE l".\-l'".
It s/

“What's

“he anewoered guielly,

i drew a long heeath hefore hie
“Ttowuy to Telech a“doeter T
Will yml ot atong

\ul e i
i wnd tell e \\lu‘n‘ in pga
The hLlII Bl ]IH

wan Lhe Tueonie” reply.
donlgy gbont the
work' alwaya funmnl
was prepured Lo deanl with things s they
cme along, aud not reross his livkhilges
befors ho came to them.  Bewides, ke

cover his tyres.

didn’t doubt his capability  of  dealing
with this ‘one man should the ocension
arige, Bot he could wee no partientar
reanon for expeeting foul vlay,

¥ You wight shake her up a bit,” said
the other, uys he haatily entered lhe [
aml the doctor complied, though the
vongh road made him groan inwardly
They presenily came te
it erosn road, and turned to the right
leading away from the ¢ne which lod teo
the city. The road they were on went
from Bail to worae, until dnally the ear
had to b abindoned.

*Nhe®s pafe enongh” waisl the man,
“We shall be anly o humlred yardu olf,
and, anyway, theye’n no one here to in-
terfere with her,”

Harris snid nothing in answer to thi4
piece of gratuitous information, hut kept
his thoughta to himeelf. Bag in lhanl,
Lie followed his guide down a nurrow
track until they yeached a tluster: ol
rough shanties aml tents—a wuniligeet’s
vamp. It was a wretched-looking place.
aml though the ovenpants  might . well
have all been sleeping at that lonr, the
doctor knew instinetively, that they
were not there, and that the camp wasa
empty. though possibly only temporarily
0. Fhe dloctor wondered who and what,
hix patient would prove to be.

“stay heve while 1 fetelh a lantern
=aql his companion quictly, and without
waiting for an answer disnppenred, 1t
was & doubtful situation, and the dog-
1ov'd avery sense wax on the alert as hie
waiteld.  The atmosphere of the place
was sinister enough.  Bal things had
been done there, and hd left their silent
testimeny,  Harris folt, be hal stumbleml
on one of them now.

Presently the gleam  of & Jantevn
showel throngh ihe dnvkness, il Liwe

man Fejoinel the waiting aloctor aml,
with a brief wonl, led ki throngh the
cap to a tent on the far side.  His
gnble motioned him to enter, and it sail
soniething for the daslur's nerve w lmn
he calmly did ao, with hisg grmdigger
guaistanen a foot hehind him, A knif
betwesn the shoulder bhules would not
Nhave besu an unlikely eml Lo the busi-
ness, proviled thers had heen a motive
Ter the mmrder. Omen inside the man
rai~ed his lantern awl, with a gesture,
rlinwed the doctor the work awaiting
L. - -

A man lay o the ground, his mreat
mnennth frame senselers and inert, his
heald bound rouwd with cloths that wera
not only acaked hut dripping with Llaol.
1t was a horrible sight, for his fuce,

chalk-white under the divt, was so evil,
so bestial, that even the evidenven of~
suffering and uneonscionences couht not’
wholly mask it.  But e had becn badly
punishivd for something.  The  doetor
dyew Lis breath with-a whistle,” and
looked from his face ta ibe other one
Roungh it was, wnl flint-hard, hat it was
the fuce of & man--not ‘a brute. The
doetor wasted ap wonly—the case before
Nin after a swift examination proved
ton wrgent.  Opening his bag and taking
a orapid survey of the meany nt hin' s
posal, hie set {0 work,  The man wha
wis vespamsible for hin prescoer thure
helped Liw in a silent, rosoureeful fus=h-
ion, olwying the dmtm woourt orders
with a deftness and “inteliigenes that
presently. caweed the. lattor o glanee at
him cuviously.

“¥ou've laoked after a patient hefore
thin®™ he remarked. aml notieed the <dult
rei - that suldenly. burnsl the {anned
face. There was un rveply, but the doc-
tor had waileid for none, aml was again
absorbed in Lis work. 1t wias an ugly
jub, aml though Marris worked with his
usual rapid skill, it was some Lime he-
fore Iie rowe to bis feot with the renrk:
“That's all, for the peesent. How did
you come to ent his hewl  open like
thatt”

The face, into whivh he was looking
keenly, set litke ivon, I viek breaking
my neck to get a ddoctor Lo memd  w
chap’s head 3if L had smashed it, woulin't
1 -

The doctor gave hish a keen, stendy
Tnok. 2. T think you might,” e satinl
caolly. g back to w question,
it N ould depeid o how you moe 1o il
jt.”

= Who said 1Ml
Tialf-sullinly, bhaif-an

The alnetor N!\HI";_.I‘I! his shonlders and
Liraed his attention o hiz own hamds
" Get auy more water?  1d Hke ta wash
my hands"” -

Picking up the bucket of Blood-stained
walers the other went sut witheut- re-
plying, veturning ina few winuies v
it f:ushl\ Al The deeioy washal his

~ivied Lhe oam

it'r"

hands aml lln'n turned to s campanion |

abruptly,
kunw "
The other turned swiftly.
suid. smlilenly and violoatly
*Yeu,” swid the ductors with emphasis,
“1f you Ve odu it wlat lges il mad -
ter ta yo
A guddnn spark it in Al man's
sombhre exes, winl hie greal fists clenchel,
“You wonr't improve mstivvs by cul-

* T have 1o repart this, yun

" Xo!™? e

ke,

1912 65

e Ay
ting wmy head open. muﬁh-, you.
mightR't munsgge it He cast a look st
the voarse bull on the tlovr.
lovked too.
al bitterly.

< Tt s aw you feeh™
Inr chwrfull_\«.
T imta hmqntul
Jooked after.”

"k enn look wlter Inm hcra

"Curse him!" he said, low

went on the doc

wt huve him prnperly

I Bwear .

The may

but I've got lo geb’

to you 1I'll nurse him night a.ml duy, and

do exaetly what you Lell me.”

‘Thers wan senue pity in the eyes Lhat
net the ]mumnlulepleudlng anci. e
hazn't moeh chanee an it in" said the
dector very grave
GuL, what daes it mean te youf”

The wan drew his breath with & gasp

¥, “aml il he ‘goes -

and went blindly to the open fap of the =

tent.
Iy, "3
_"llrl'ln went up to him. .
huh[ ateenly, " you hul betker nake a |
olean breast of it. 1t won't mnake thing-
any wobrse a3l ey help”. cor :
C'The man lovked 4t the clever, deter- ”
mined face lit by a wonderful kindness,
amd after a DUmnenl's hesitation  rpoke,
“Ale's my littde giel's hrother! he gail -

= My God ! ™ he muttered broken

hat'il beecome of iy little girl ¥ °
- Here,” dir ©

hoarael inting 1o the ¥ on ihe
ooy, . law dyunken brute  thats
agnéd the life unt of her, 1 teok her

away Front hini nud smarried her beeanse

A Joved her apd beeause I knew ehe
would be happier with me even jn a gun
digger®s hat Lhan shg was with him and

she was-—as bappy as the day was fong.
and’ |- ? The passian of lave in the
man’ face wis a1 Hous thing o
wee, and the iloetor furned bis eves wway .
womdering at snel intensity of feellng -
-lh.plﬂvui by thix diguey af gum. !
CAfter a iz the vobee Went on,
atd harnd. .
“ 1 was wearly Lrenking wmy heart to -
get enowgth unm Lo take her out of this .
1 wanted to rettle on o bit of lapd. -
The Austrians heve do il 1 know several |
whn hase gol vineyards amd they'va do
vl with kauri gun. No (hat's w
wo o werns mn]\mg amb raving  for anil
Lappy all the time aelil Le found we out,
ceabitmin him, He'd vome along to onr
place when 1 was away  digging  onil
plagne Witdy's tife ont. © The joimed thir
camp but-he did  precions Llitite  work
wanted me to Jdig enough for him too- -
}oswore ta him that if he came ne
Witly when @b was il T knock the lile
out of him”  He looukel down b the
evil unconscions fure and drew a hard

T

hreatth, “To-night — laxt night—
it newy morning ise't 3t 7 . L came home
¥ery kita vom work, -1 always work as

L
ong a4 Lhe 1
Tl Lo woun

1 bsts and last nighy Y
abowl a bit of gum |
Jivd appene st disbitee away, |
thenght satiienne might have found out
about it but they L', and 1 promised
Ayl something soul oot of that parti-
calar it of gronmd. Belure [ el bnish-

il ib was meavly abirck and when I opot
lumuv 1 Tuund oy poor Tittle gicl Lt
s, Fhe brate bl eome to her fur

money aned Brenise she onldn’t
Tin haal gone of with a sack of my bret.
um, He was aad for drink of conrse,
1 wend nm.ln then - i wasw'l only the
.l ! vildued every Juwp of it
tiat lime for Kitty
itile gicl, thad il
I vl get haek to

wive it o

I)w

neLrey,
1o b alone adday v
hor! subbing herself into o fever with here
Laby in her avms— 1 went fuiv mad,. 1
Fullowed him withant »lopping Lo think --
=1 think 1T meant ta kitl hime then, anml
whien Loaume up (o him outshle hm ient
with wy sack uf gom pat up into twe
=mailer bags 5o he eould carry i
mare eariiy, 1 eonhin't help myaelf and
went fur i with my fiste, e picked up
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