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The King of Bulgaria.

His Resolve

ING FERDINANDR OF BUL-
GAREA celebrated the eomple-
o tivn of the twenty-fifth yeur of
his reign lust month, and at the
present time is inwoived with his suh-
juets in the Balkan erisim, 3
King Ferdinanks schwvements during
the lawt quarter of a cemtury ave de-
geribesl as renarkable, A writer In
CRALGLY points out that it is still the
fashion in seme diplomitie cirelen o
regard him a3 an unstable medicerity.
Kiog Ferditend'n best answer s to point
to whut he has done for Bulgaria—
andd for himself,
This stout, neurasthenie mam, who
cannet monnt a horse withewh wisible
tremors, loas suceceded, and succeedod

brillinntly, where handsome, gallant
Princa Alexnnder of Battenberg came
miserably to grief and to death. He has

trinmplwd ogainst almost gverwhehnimg
odds, and the zenith of his career in the
Balkan Penimsular bas still ta be at-
tainel.

One wonders what are the thoughts of
King Fordinand as he looks back to the
menmorable night i 1887 when the three
Rulgarian delegutes found him seaked at
& marhle-topped table mr a Kttle vaziety
thentre at Vienna.

He wad of Roeval blood, but was still
awn ubseure olficer, ooly twenty-six years
oll, in the service of the Emperor of
Anstrin. Yot he had been studiously
trained for kingship. He was the graud-
gon of Leuis Dhilippe, and the son of
Prineesa Clementive, aceoumted in ler
day the cleverest wonan in Eurepe. Her
dearvst wish waw to see her favourite
Bon wearing & evown,

The Bulgurians in the little theatre
offered him the throne for whieh lis
mother yearned. -

The formal offer, sent by the Bul-
parie Mobranje, eame later, aml im mors
veremoniond terms,  Ferdimand declined
to aceept it without the consent of the
Towery, whith was pet fortheoming.
3t when Stambulott, the powerful aml
autoeratic  Dulrarian  statesmtan, seat
Fim a wessape to say that bhe could
only win the Bulygarian theone by seatioy
himseli wpon it in defianee of Russia
amd the other Powers, e took hiy cour-
in buth hands aml started down the
ibe.
bezan his reign twenty-five yeara
apo at Timova, the ancient capital of
Bulgaria, aud unguestionzbly the most
picturesqua inlapd city in Europe,

The Bulparians acelainred hinm, but Lia
sitnation waa for a time ahnost Qesper-
nte. Russia called him a usurper; Fur-
kuvy sail his presenca in Bulraria was
illegnb; the Bishops of the Holy Syned
refuser]l to do him homage; the other
Powers tnrned their backs wpon hine

Hizs Bismarci.

He survived aml overrame every re-
Luff.  For years Staumbuloff was his Bis-
marek, eruzhing all opposition, Luilding
up a solid administration, fighting Rus-
sian intrigues, ereating a new sud pros-
perons Bulgaria,

But Ferdinand, though wisely deeiding
tn leave eontrol during his novitiate i
the handa of his masterful Prime Minis-
ter, hsd 1o otention of remaining fov
ever under the domination of & mayor
ol the pulace,

The birth of an heir, Prinee Roris,
pave him his epportunity, Stambulntt
foell, atl Ferdinamd said openly s ~1Eenee-
furth 1 mean to govern as well as rule”

He  fuliithsl hiy  determination, anil
therely gives the lie to the suggestion
that he is weak am? vaeilstivg, Ntan-
bate's wimrder in I3 prejudiced hia
position for years, beeause Hulmirions
thourht i anight have saved the ex-
Minister had be permitted him to evade
hin cnrnien by leaving the country,

Tev-dy e in nore popular in Bul-
Earie than Le has ever Lo No longer
on hik return from one of hie forefpn

tours nesd he alirht at a waynide station
aud jonriey serons eountry te Lis palece
at the dead of night,

The rearmon is phain, When, on Ovto-
her 6, oW, Ferdimaml entered  the
Clureh of the Forty Murtyrs of Tirheva,
threw off the yoke of Turkey lor ever,
imed Holgaria amt Faeters Ru-
an indenesdent kingdwm, awld deo-
tlared himast?

ta Govern as Well as Rule.

matmg & polivy entively of his ewn de-
¥ining.

FEven his Minisiers never kmew his in-
tenthons untid the last moment, The
bold game perved Nis purpose, and he
aoon Teceived general reeogoition; but
what. wus of greater value to him was
that he had gratified the strongest am-
bition of his people.

Under him Bulgaria has become the
most powerful Hiute in the Balkans,
with the finest avmy, Her destimy is
only partially fultilled,

The emancipated Bulgariana have a
greater future before them Their King
may be ar adroit manipalator of pulicy,
subtfe rather tham atroug, with a foot in
both great camyps of Europe, but he haa
deserved well of bin subjeets, and, on the
whole, haa been a friend of peace,

Riy IMBlenltfes.

Anather reviewer states that the task
Which i July, 2887, Ia¥ before the young

WHY XOQF TIIS WAY OF SETTLING INTERNATIONAL

Serereign was no easy one. It was ex-
actly & year siwee his predecessor, the
gallant Prince Alexawder, had Theen
neized in Wiy Palues by the troops whom
he bad led te viclory, compelled fo sign
hin alalication, and iranmsported to Rus-
ciam goit at Rent. Thronghout his reign
of sever yewvs Prinve Alexander had
been confronted with the prublem  of
revonciling the determination of tie Bd.
sarisis Lo wssert their independewse with
the claim of Russia to keep the newly-
}Hberated nation im leadimgatrings. He
tinally determined to atopt-a mational
policy, and the part which he played in
1lle Eastern Rumelmn resolution sealed
Lis fute. 'Ihe nation, as a whole, was
with him, &+ wos shown by the eounter-
revutution which brought him back to
Nofin, hut Hawiax iutteenee was still
stroag in the country, and after his de-
partore the task of oppesisg it fell to
the dumitess Stambuleff. Russia bad
ulready demounved the union with Eaat-
ern Rumwlia wnl had urged Turkey to
Teroiiley Lhe sevalted pruvinee, she now
forbasle: the vopvoenijon of the €irand
Sobranje for the ekeetion of 2 wew
Prinve and withdrew her repressatrtives
from Bulgarin, A nnmber of military
revoltn nrganised by her mlberents were
eruslwd by Stambulotf with  ruthless
severity, and the vounbry waa still in a
distrasted vomlition when Prince Ferdin-
and aseeidid the yaeant Throne, Thers
in renson to belicve thul fron the out-
set e realised the pecowity of & recon-
viliation with Rusuis, bet time and pa-
tience were nevded for thin purpose, aml
at frst ke haed lttle choie but to har-
monie hin podivy with that of the strong-
willed dictatnr te whom in fuct he ownl
kin Urown. 1le was denounced by Ruwsin
s & waurper and dimowned by Auntrin;

WAR eGHUR. tha other Fowers stacd aloof im defer-
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ence to Rusaian susceptibilities, while
the Grand Vizier sent him a telegrmn
declaring his presemee in Hulgarix ta be
illegal - - - -

* The dificultiea of the external situa-
tion at this time found & counterpast
in domestic troubles, and for some years
the pouition of the young Priner was
prearious in the extresme. The Bishops
of the Holy Byead, led by ithe Bumophil
Arehbishop Clement, refused to de him
homage and were expelled from Bofia by
Btambulotf.  Briganduge, encvuraged by
Russiun agents, was rife; a raid on
Burgas was attemipted by the Rusaisn
Uaptain Nabokof; M, Belcheff, one of
Stambuloff's eolleagues, wae ehot in the
sireets of Bofe, and Dx Valkowich, the
Buigarian represewtative at Constanti
nople, was sisassinated A military
conspiracy was discovered im iLine
Stabuloff, and its leader, Major Pan
itza, wam executed. The arlntrary wen,
anree of represdive adopied by SHambu-
loff, though perhaps imposed by eiroaar
atonees, yaised up a wosk  ef >
apgainat  the Bew Tregime ami were
watched with wany migtiviags by the
Prinee, who waz eompelled to endorse
the high-handed policy of his autocwsti:
Prime Minister. The breach between
them gradually  widened, and in 1894
Stambulofl revigned office. A year hater
be was murdered in the atreets of Sofia
by a party of Macedoninm eanspirators
in rexenge for the death of Panites,

Reconciliation With Ruswin.

With the fall of Stambuloff the nie-
ment arrived fur a reeonciliation with
Rusnin, The reconciliation was prae-
tically effected by the cunversion of the
Heir-Apparent, FPrinse Borivy, fo the
Orthodox faith (February I, 19N}
This event wan speedily followed by the
recognition of the Prince by the Sultan
and the Powers. .

Witk the legalisation of the Frimce's
position the long period of teoaiom cmne

the Greeks to counteract Bulgarian g;
Hience in Macedouiz, and in 1908 (he
sufbreak of the Young Turk rewolutiog
bronght afsirs onee more ta & erimia
It wan widely felt in Bulgaria that

" the trouble in Turkey afforded a golien

opportunity for the achievement of pa.
tionul unity, while the Prince, who noted
the symputhy which the Youmg Turg
movement had aroused in Europe, ve
rolved on waintaining & poliey of cun
tion. But a slight put upon his Tepre-
sentative at Constuntimople by the ney
Turkizh Government, amd the action of
the Powers, who insinfed that the By
garian portion of the Oriental Raflway
Company’s hine which had beew neired by
his tiosermment shouki be restored iy
Turkey, produecd a state of feeling in
Bulmria which esuld not be mered, and
on Uctoler 5, 1908, the Prince proclainid
at Tirnovo, the imlependence of Bulgara,
amnd amnmed the title of Czar of the Bul-
Furians. .

The progress of the youngest State in
Europe haa been extraordinary. The
cowdition of the people has preatly im-
proved; education has made wonderful
strides, aml the commercial and indns.
trial development of the ecountry has
berm cqually rapid.  Bolpariam ereldit
BOW sbamds s high that the semversion
of a bupe portion of the public debt
<an e carrieal out om  advanl
terma - The country has beem epvered
with 2 network of raibways, sud wew

LISPUTLES?

ports have been constructed 2t 2 heavy
outlay. The army kas been brought to
a high stape of efficiency. The dynasty
has warvived a long pericd of stoym apd
stress; it i3 now Hruly established, and
it position bas been further asaured by
the King’s marriage with Princesa Eleo-
nore of Reuss-Kostritz, the present
Queen, whose benelicent activity in
many ditgctions has endeared her to ihe
Bulgarian people. -

to am end, and Bulguria eeased ta he
1egarded as the stona-centre of Enrope.
‘Fbe tinw of probation was over; Prinve
Fordinaml's -statesmanlike qualities new
met with geweral recogmition, and his
presenve  in Bulgarin came to be re-
garded as a puarantec of peace. The
tilinence of Russia mow becmme predomi-
nant iz the ecuntry, bul Bussie, tausht
by experivneé, wisely refrwined from in-
terfering in its imternal atfaira.  Ome
serivtn cause af awxiety, however, re-
mainedl—and remmins to the presemt
day. Tho recoaeciliation with Russia ren-
dered the Macedoninn  yuestion more
acute owing to the belief  prevailing
suwng the Buiparinns om either side of
the Turkish frootier thot Ruwes would
now isist o the fultibwent of the
Trenly of San Stefone and (he wnim of
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FOR SALE,

IN THE EXTATE OF DAYVID LIMOXD
MUHRDOUH {DECBASED),

TIFE FREXFEES NOW OFFER'
FuR SALD

THE RESIDENCE AND GROUNDS

OF

THE LATE D. L. MURDOCH.

The Property ix UVeuwutifully sliusted 40
the northeru Blepe of Mt. &t, Jybn, and eeul-
wande A most exteusive vlew.

The grownds wowprise ever fkx Acres, sl
in ui onter, und ventais many chalce

their race. The Maced -l

imcreaved sfter the wimt of the Gramd
Duke Nichoius, Generad Igoutie®, amd
A pumier of Bissiw olieers te Halgacis
I 1902, The movement, thawugh diseaur-
agml by offivial Runssia, guined ground,
and in the following year a revolt broke
out in Maecedowd & 3 ol wan
auppressed with great barbarity, asd the
eonseruent excitewsnt in Bulgurie put
the Prince's statesmamship fo & seweras
tent, The ayitation was mmintuwined in

subsequent years owing ta the efovin of -

. planix and shrubm,

Fhe Iwelkog containg twelve roums, Batl-
touns, ete., aud bs miimrautislly erected of
brick aud resfol with slutes, ‘Fhe sulbothl-
ligs ore pf slmllar coustructios, with sl
OV EHIEH e, N

For further partiveinre and cardy ta vis®
Ay
SUYDDLE, BUTTON AXD CO.
Botleityrs tu the ‘Trosters,
WIXDIAM STHEET, AUCKLAND,



