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FEUILLETON.
Popalarity of Fletion.

HOUSANDS of new books lhave
been written Lo meet with the
requirements of the English
autumn and gift season. Prool-

yeuders, printers, and Dbinders worked
furiously to get ready for this -busiest
peetion of the publishing season the
work at which many a well-known—
and maybe unknewn—anthor has hope-
fully been toiling at all through ths
year's bright spring days and long pur-
mer nights., While it is not possible to
jndicate which of these volumes will
find their wey to this Dominion, it may
be interesting to our readers to hear the
titles of some that we hava been in-
Jormed are scon to be available at the
various bookshops in thig eity, Tn spite
of {he oft-repeated assertion that fietion
is on ihe decline, publishers are. pre-
dicting & record Feason in the sale of
the novel which deals with real and
preseni-duy life. Recenlly, a famous
publisher declared to-an “Hxpress” re-
presentafive “that what the pubiie waa
still erying out for was the Great Iu-
man Btery.” Reallsm—a trifle senti-
muntal—ever goes down, So does hn-
mour. There is always a demand for
ihe veally funny book. The craze ior
Liographies is not nearly so great as it
was o year or two agn, when tha novel
dropped slightly in favour, and the po-
sition in the market of the 15/ colour-
volume {3 more unsteady now than. the
drawing-room freak table which holds
it. 'There is penerally n safe sale for
Looks on travel and nature and sport,
Int ihe popularity of fiction seems
cternal, The novel i8 first favourite thia
antumn seasen by whole mnecks and
Jengths,

The Errliest New Fiction.

AMiss Clo Giraves, who writes under tha
nune of “Richard Delan,” has already
Ted the way with ler new book, “Be-
tween Twaoa Thieves,” to which BMr A,
E. W, Mason's “The Turnstile,” is an
excellent second.

Another of tle earliest, and ungues-
tionably one of the most important
novels published this autumn, is “Bar-
riers,” Ly the Honm. Mrs Jwlian Byng,
Uie wife of General Biyng, who has just
lln-m appeinted to command the troops
in Egyvpt.

My T. W, H. Crosland has completed,
and Wlessrs Ewart, Seymour, and Co,
Lid, has published o new book cu the
Tiues of “The Unsprakable Scot,” entiiled
“Taffy was 6 Welshiman,” a  special
Wolli edition of wlhicls will Le pulblished.

Other new fiction ja:

head Road, and includes Essex, Suffolk,
Norfolk, Huntiingdonshire, and poriions
of Herts, Northants, Nottinghamshire,
Leicestershire, and Lincolnshire, The
Great North Road from London as far
a3 Newark, i3 included in theae pages.
Volumes one and two, which were pub-
lished mome time sapo, deal respectively
with England, sonth of the Thames, and
Wales, und the West Midlands, Val-
ume four, dealing with the North of
England and South of Seotland, will
aleo shorily be ready. As many Do-
minionites are already planning next
year'a trlp to England, and af 8o many
of them conceive a motor tour of Great
Britain one of the most desirable of
things to do while at ¥Mome, and as no
succassful automobile tour can be made

~ without an efficient Road Book, it would
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literature’s wupreme function is to cheer.
“What I ask frown literature,” suys Mr
Ralfonr, "mainly is that a world which
is full of sadness and dilliculty, in which
you go thurough o duy’s stress nml come
back from your work weary, you should
find ia literature sumething which re-
presenta life, which is true in the high-
est sense of truth, to what js or ia
imagined to be true, but which does
cheer us.” An utterance which defines
one of the funections of literature ecer-
tainly, but which leaves the rcader as
completoly befogged as to wwhich walk
of literature Mr Balionr treads as his
attitude {aforementioned) on the ques-
tion of high finance. But. upon the
whole, Dr Moffatt feels that “Alr DBal-
four cannot be called a man of leliers
in the sirict sense of ihe term, nat even
in the sense in which that flexible title
could be applied te his here, Bishop
Berkley.” Literature as literature is

very little to Mr Ialfour. As a medium
for the éxpression of various philasophles
it certninly justifies its existence, Dr Aof-
fatt's article ia profusely illustrated, the
Downing Street illustrations in partien-
lar affording uncommon interest to those
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A Nowel of Jonrnalism.

After “Mightier Than the Sword™ it
was A bold writer, we shonkl think, that
would w0 soun presenl & new novel on
journulisam. Yet Mr Durgin, who, ns
everybody knows, dogs  not lack for
readers, is the author of & new story
of lilerary wnd journalistie life in Lon-
don, which Messrs liutciinson have pub-
lished or are aboub to publish shorily.
The story enbodics some of Mr Burgin's
own expericnees, ond rertain well-known
authors have uneonaciously sat as mod-
cls for somo of its characters. This Ia
the sort of movel that sells like hot
cukes, and, having pleasurable recolles- -
ilons of some of Mr Burgin's Canadian
stories, wish him an extensive eireula-
tion of his new work.

Toploal,

Apropos of the boom in Shakespearean
stock wlhich we eincercly trust witl not
die gwa¥ c=fter Mr Ascha lhias flnished
dia tour of this country, it may be in-
tercsting to hear from “Fra KElbortus"
that “Hamlet is not o flction of Shake-
speare’s brain. Far back,” he says, “in
the dim and distant Middle Ages, the

SUMMER PROPOSAL IN THE COUNTRY, WHEN THE MOSQUITOS ARLE BIURY,

- ba well for intending travellers “Home”

“Giencral Mallock's Shadow,” by W. B,

Maxwell.

“Meadow Sweet,” by Batoness Ovezy.

“Cemne Rack! Come Rope!” by Robert
TTgh Benson. i

“The Qutpost of Eternify,” by Cosme
TMamilten,

“The BMaker of Seorets,” by Williarg
Te Queux.
Antagoniat,™
Thurston,

. “The Heather Moon,” by C. N. and
A, M. Williamson. )

by E. Temple

by Marjorie

Novill.

YA Kuight of Spain,”
Towen,
“My Own Times” by Lady Dorothy

Some Mothnen New Books.
Mothuen’s Autumn list is, a8 usual, &
Ienpthy ome. Mr G, V. Lucas is anch &
prime favourite that lis new anthology
entitled “A Little of Everything,” and

F;’mpilud from Lis own wrilings, is anre
0 n

cordial welcome. Among new
nc.uv:nlg weo nutice “A  Woman in  the
Limelight,” Ly Charles Glelg. Tt is s

#lory of stage life, and deals with the
doings of m musical-comedy gisl. Thers
1a Plent{ of humour and first-liand know-
ledge of the upper Boheminn life of to-
fay, and the churacters are vividly
drawn, it 1s said. Mr Pott-Ridge has »
new movel entitled “Devoled Bparkes,”
#1d 1 &8 wanl, = fale of that London
lifs hq knows so well how to deplet, In.
Leresting to motorists will bs Lhe infor-
Matlow that on August 15 was issund
.\;l‘)hlm third of My Charles G. Harper's

Autosar’ Road Book.,” This voluma
Gomprises routes eastward of the Holy-

to make a note of the tilles amd the
name of the author and publishers of
these  exceptivnally  relinble  “Road
Books.”

Mr Balfsur As a Man of Lettors.

With Mr Ballour as & ypoliticiun most
readers ave asquaiuted (hreugh the me-
dium of their newspupers. But we vaen-
turs to think that few renders are ac-
quainted with the ex-Primme Minister as
& man of letters. Yet Mr Balfour has
written several books of great merit,
saya Dr James Moffatt, who ia both a
Doctor of Divinity and a Doctor of
Liternture and should know. “Yet,*
says Dr MofTatl, “Mr Balfour's books
rre not about literature. Indeed,” ha
continues. “it i3 almost a3 diffioult to
ascertain his literazy iulerests aud qual-
ity fromn what he has published an it
wan for Tariff Reformers wand Free
Traders during his last Parliameat to
discover his cxact whereabouts on the
misty sveas of high flnance. With this
difference, however, {Lat his elusiveness
a3 n man of letters is mot tactioal; it
is dua to tha fact that his main intermta
lie, intellsctually, iu philosophy, from
Bacon to Bergeou. Ouly now sand then,
in mome nddresa of casual referencs, is
it poauible for his readers to perceive
Lis literary bearings dhrough the atmo-
aphers of mental distinction which char
acterises liin pages in ‘Hanaard' or ocut
of it. He is not n man of letters as
Lord Rosebory is, for exampls, o+ Lord
Morley, or Mr Wyndham, or Mr Rirrell.”
Dr MofTaib's article i & very schularly
one, but we gather from it es & whole
that if Mr lalfour has any decided
views om literalure ab all it is that

readvrs whose imaginations are vivid
enough to people the varions interjors
showan,

The Beptember “ Bookman."

The “Bookman” for September is to
Le an Oversean Number and should be
of peculiar intevest to Powminivn read-
«rs, since it will deal especially with tle
literature of the colonics and of Tndia,
It will eriticiso more partiewlarly the
work uf living authors, and will bo illus-
trated with numcrous portraits, Now,
it has often occurred Lo us that the
literary talent of New Zealand ia too
lightly estimated by Dowminienites. Bo
that wn expert opinton will be highly
valued, since it will mettle for all reason-
able people the question of “Whn's who"
in Dominion literature.

Who is Dan Chanoer

“I'cople are asking,” says a "Boenk-
man"” weribe, “who i3 Dan Chauger,
muthor of ‘The simple Life Limiied,
whose Lrilliant new satirical! novel *‘The
New Humpty Dumpty,’ hag just been
published by John Lane! Well, we
would like to discleae the wmerret, Lut
Mr Dan Chaueer snys wo must not. MHe
sayn Lhers in nothing interesting ahouvb
his peraonality Leyond the fact that he
is partiel to toast and bananns; apd
thot as for Ws personul appoarnnce, 1t
you go to Maidstone on & warkel day
and photograph the first farmer yom
meet, so long as he lus not =ide-whiskers,
Fou will have a pretiy acrurate por-
truit of him. VPersonally, we should not
have deaeribed Mr Claucer as looking at
all like tLat, but am that s whei ha
thinka ha lucks like, we can only set
® down,

iueidents deweribe

frally enaeted Dol !
leth perforuiel sabstaniidly  the parb
that Shakespeare assigoed to him, Am-
leth’s wncle it murder the King and
wed the Quern; nnd Amleth did feign
mudness  iu which there was unmistoak-
nble method, The story ia told in the
{hird and fourth books of the Latin hia-

fory of Denmark, written by Bazo
{irammaticus, near the ond of the
Twelfth (entury.”

REVIEWS.

From the Angle of Beventeen: Iy
Hden Fhillpotts, {London: John

- Murray. uckland: Wilduman and
Arey.)
Ad we before indicated, " From the

Angle of Soventeen ” constitutes a aequel
to “"The Human Boy,” and describes a
year of the “loy's” lita in London directly
tollawlng his emancipation from sthool.
Circumsfances make it Jmperalive that
the “Loy,” now arrived at the ago of 17,
shall carn his own living. Bo a poat is
found for Lim ia the Apolle Awssurance
(live, mid & homa Ia the flad of & mailen
aunt, who is an ARBA, and a veritabln
guarding angel to tha “bop  Riceed
Ingly interresting is ihis yoaz's record uf
bow londou aml the assurnnce bumincs:
strikes Lhis unfledged youth of latenl
nbility.  After deseribing the stafl, the
i\:l‘l«'l‘l, and the procedure of ile Apalle

urance Company, as jt mtrikes {his
"augle of pevenleen,”  Mr Ihillpotis g
ot 1o deacribie the "boy's! leisure hours.
The mental side of him naeds sntcllectul
food, a0 Ue takes leasone in elocutinn.
with & view Lo ono day beeoming s greal



