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The Mesmeric Lady.

By FLORENCE WARDEN.,

D ALLOA. proughlun, yowm are s

wwell 17 cricd Br. Welley, one
afllernoon at  Hewr-
e
ame fuer to face with an

Runday

horongh, iu middle of

Auguat, as he
oil felow-siudent of his at one of the
Brig Taerckon huospidala,

<A clange o {he belisr, ch 17 chackled
D Wrwughibon, o gl lanking young fel-
Low of {wo or thres
atepprad vul af a smart motor
wuy mawding in franl of gne of the bond
Yoleks  aed shook  haods with  his oRd
fricnd.

Wlhen 1ley lusl mel, Lhree years Le-
fore, liroughling, unable to aford ie Luy
a practice, had been praviically elarsing
in Loudun,

“Awfully
cone atiout
1 merricd”
with a salislicd @

SqHe, 1 aee. Mas

Vrowghlon
nolded.

And what a
YOh" replicd L

1low dil it

&
d .
Nroughion,

xplained

and

sLil§

mare

waniled

duing

“1'm fakinp

& practice up in ilig popu”
Lation. L snazht Lo be all x "
s T Hrw 1oshook hid lead,

TET JeB ke e .
- Thisse Leeming millions are na go
A Anciar. v oo o quacks, 16 whom
Aliey pay sivpenee for o lotthe of erloured
avider sl e bread pills Came ol d
milh ne this evenine B owant fo dnire-
duee you Lk iy wile
foat e Webley exensed himself, Kirew-
dng thal “mency,” whea you lave weir-
rivd ity bas a hadil of growihg exceed-
ingly vmaltreelive,

PTlis meeling sonl (ki waening went
Fight cnl of Wiz mind until, fiaving taken
ap the Laneshive praciice and found it
vory disapponinting, he was saddendy re
mindil of Braughion's words when, aa
Bie orocsed the martket-place one Autumn
evening, he Fownd himsell wedged in the
mishdle of au exeited erawd, all pushine
And syueezing o get Lo a Livge tenl rig-
ged up in a eoreer, in front of which a
Brass land was pliying.

-1(1-](1

"YMle had air ady had thrust inle hia
haod 1 flaring handhill which informed
) Lhal the MERIG | LADY (in

n -

Targe capilals and followed by aix notes
wof exciamulion) wad in the town for that
might only, aod would give advice to
a1 sufierera “while under the infucnce
of n mesmeric Trauce,” Advice ouly, hali-
a crown; advice and medicioe, five shil-
lings,

r. Webley was indignunl.  Oul el
aity he weal inside the {eot with
vesl of the clruggling crowd, and
that the  stremm  wailingg
for treatment, and ull  ready wilh
their crowun  und hakf-crowas, vasly
exeeeded  in nuwmber  lhe  palicots
that a  whele  wonbih  brought 1o
avail Lthem=elves of his own properly
quulificd sbtill, .

(m a slape al one end of (be tent was
a lurge gilt arm-chair which a weman,
dresscd i fanfaslic Orienlal epstume, was
aitting, wilh her bead buck mul her vyes
clased. A voliminans veil of whits aitk,
embroidreeed in gold, was fastened on her
hept wilh 2 Damdeaw, from wlich a bas-
baric wnament of gold and peard brads
bung down Lo the middlas of her forehend.
Tiuis silk veil wenl all over the chair
and hung down on exch side of her head,
b ddid nwl cover her face or her neck,
 wus g wiil oald beaids.  Over
Tic vell whs one 3f ssme shimmar-
ing Lrapaparonl maler which egvered
Her S withont coresaling it

‘Ax far as one could judge, (he woman
waa young and lund-eme, sl fier right
fand, which Tield 4 gliltering pengil, was
while and delicate.

AL Bach end of the stage was a dight
of woaden staies, and Lhe stveam af “pa-
{ienta” followed each alher up the one
and down the other ax fagf aa they esuld
e dealt wilh, :

The procedure wes  as followa:—A
hoarse youayr man, deisacd in shalby Tod
velveleon and spangles, wham e, Weli-
dey took to he the kusband and accom-
plice of the Memmerie Lady, kel the dee

Tiedesh ims, e by one, up to e
Tadyy o i Land, made him or her sit
in a ¢ placed for the pn fake

.= watked suddenly owd of the shadaw info the lght cost by the Hittls emp
thai hung oulrids the carriage, ond 1he woman wilered o screom,”

tube which came Lhrotgh a smal] hole in
the while silk weil, anid describe his or
bwr “wymploms™ dm & bew voics, whicl
was supposced {0 Teadh ithe Mesmeric Lady
by mcans of o brasz-mounted bell at the
other end of the {nle, conspienounsly
Vound to her right car by gold cords
passed round her head and ohin,

Yach peraon was warned Lo Te Lrief,
and on being jogrred al the elbow by iths
shan in velveteen na a warning Liat time
was up, dropped the speaking tube o had
it Lakew away from lim, while the Mes-
merie Lady, without opening her eyes,
rerawleill zomething upon a paper on the
ditile gilt talle in front of her.

Then the maa ia red advanced to the
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him, .sameone knocked his hat off, and
he would have stood a chance of soma
rough handling if the young man in the
red velveteen and spangles had not yelled
out & hoares threal 1o turn the lighta
out, and Jwshed the tumult with
promptitude which spoke of experience,

His nearest neiglibours, however, stijl
bonlinued to gibe at the doctor, though
without any renewed aiteapt ot violence,

“A fine one to talk of poisonsl” cried
ent lad, in answer to an jnjudicions re-
mark of Dr. Webley's about quacka and
ihe harm they may do in their jgnorance,
“I'll warrant, doctor, yon'd like for {o
‘poisen €' ot of as, for coemia’ Le ¢ dsdy
instead o' roomin® to youl™

“He suddonly fodked wp, oad Yhe emaved Dr. Webley reecgnised the handsame

features of Walfred Bronghton,

table, wrote a numbar on Lhe paper,
which he then gave Lo the “patient’™ i
exchange For his money, and direcked Yim
{e go dewn by ihe one ataircase while
e Twckoned 1o the next sufferer Lo coine
up by the olher.

When D, Webdey veached the tent tha
five shilling potieals were being treated,
and they were Lo come ponnd Lo The teat
at an hour appointedl {0 receive their
g Uhoic number,

To his rage and disgnst, he roekoned
up the takings during one hoadf-hone, and

jound that the amennl exceated five
pounls,
Then came a Tatel of half-erown

palictnis, who broughl money in at a
rate even fasier, winee each ant no more
than a minnte, Al was ant aecorded Lhe
privilege of baving hia palse felt,

The doctor  was  amazed  at the
credulify which allowed thrse awnrms of
moreal  and  Binag 1o he
wlisficd when Uy got for {leir hard-
earned rilver nothing but lwoe writien
lines of advice, with which, hoewever,
all appeated pevicelly contend,

Al Tust his angev gob the betler of hin
prodence, aml e broke ont, 1oy slordy-
tooking Lanecash man ol forty or po
whe stnd dwewide hin in the crush, into
Btvectiven agninat ihe folly of (he cvowd,
Hhe inaction  of  Ahe  pobtiee, and 1he
Wy franlulent patare of the whate

‘Nay, wy, wisler”  said e man,
gyl lsmonredly, “il ean'l he framd,
weein' 0 Indy dhis wn gosl. e been
Lreate] myuelf by ler A fwelvemmadl
e Clristmns, nml no doclor never
thid wme Lalf e poad ax what jhe il
Al own, ways 1, Trand ur po frawd, i
afl one Ao me, Al when fhere's aught
fnrisa with e owaite il U by comns
agnin v {he  markel-plsce and awey
gowes my e <rown.

Hut ‘ull biw nehghlionrs did wunl {ake
e ddoctar's  dxponlalntions  se o goud-
humauredly ; and whens a group of rongh
Jadn rectgnired him, apd trind Lo shont
down hin protest dgainal the provesd.
fngn, thers arose A jeering chornm around

€., Lend.*

“and if “twas poivn  what £ Yady
aive ng, why arven’t we all dead? 7' like
for ta hear Lim anawer me that,” paid
anolher, -

The doclor thorghi it wiser.to sa¢ no
more, and presently the crowd whifted,
and he fowwl himzelf snrronnded Wy
freafh gronpa. By and by, braving the gibes
of thosr who might ro ize him, he
mounted the platform 1f and tonk
Bis place in Lhe policnts’ chair as one
of a fveshilling bateh.

Thrusting hin hand through ihe hole
in (he white rilk veil poinled out in dim
ty the wan in ved, Dr Weldey felt his
wrist Beld with ngrasp which convinemi
him Ahat, whatever might Le Lhe limit-
atioms Ao lor medieal knowledge, Lhe
Moermerie Lady had felt envugh pmbsns
in her ifime o kanw the way to da il

e proceeded to deseribe Tin aymptoms
thrangh the speaking tuhe in (he follow-
ing manner: .

el suffer from Wand te the head and
g violent  acreleration  of Ahd hiavl'a
aclion when T ser evnwda of iymoranl and
foatiah peopte (rosting Demselves ancd
their ailmenta o ungunlilied  perstins,
1 auffer nl<n from an inclinalivn {o eall
in Uhe police {0 wlop what 1 know to be
a vulgar and impudent frand upon dhe
crodulons™

Br. Wohley uttered  thear wordn in
n low vaice, bl with greatl delibreation,
and walched to are what effeck  they
wonld Jutve trpen (he woman,

To hin rurprise gnd  disappoiniment,
tlhert wan ng chianges in the hored dnok
of indiference which her handaomd farc
had worn ihroughant the cvening.

A thought siruck him, and be gavn
the tube a gerk, {he verslt oF which eon-
winced Dl timt,  in oapita of  th:
apparatun me ostenlationsly atiached (o
Ter righl ear, the worda uitersd ag Dis
end did not reach hiern sk all.

He wan  dntenacly  intereated,  mol
roxinan to Gnd out how the thing wns
workesl,  Jud Lhe mnn In rod wan lnoking
curions, and he haw Rbropty conl short
the patlent's sitling, with'tsm Intimablon
What timen wes up. He al bha sams Sime




