Over the Wires.

By MISS L. EASTGATE, Auckiand

‘Thia atory was gwarded first prize in the Original Story Section, { amateurs
only} at the recenf _Auckland Competi(ions,

ELLY The operalors  voice
was n Lrille sharp i85 she
answered the eall, for i was
afier tosing  Lime for  the

camntry hrrean o Narahs aml g
withonl 1. Bellty
d  ta make shorg
plovy  vaiee  which

“Uon't you Wnow it o4

summaned lwr.
alter howrs¥?
Howething i

the  auswering  voice
startled ber,  dler eyes dilated, and she
ramed her  head wilh the  instiaetive
mavement of vne whase breath hag been

taken away.  Her  veive  had aliered
rain. Whae s speak-

t —lravid €lrabamt”
Hhe put Lhe receiver down genily for a
moment, and said the nawme over twien
in a whisper.  Fhen she picked it ap
again and went on in ghatl allered voice:
Y“Yoa, Lam here. What numler do you
want?  You don’t wand 4 mumber -
il you ray? Yea, I ean hear in
A big flood coming
is na ane bere but
Yeu—— - Ve, I know M
While's house, up on the hill I maust
at o ——t am sare L

wegre all right. Thauk you for
thinking af me, Can't [ warn some

others —You are going Lo; arve you
realkly —Oir, urely it iy ton risky to

rido down the valley in a storm with a
flagd behind yoni— ‘Why, some of
them hava wires —-I will fing them
——#urely L hLave time, aml then 1

shall be able to reawh White's Dn
say yew, aml give up Lhe idva of ridiuyg
Are you there? —Are  your
1here?” He was not. He had Iefd
after hiz last hasly peremplory order,
amdl the oirl's face mas white as she
realised it.

For o few maments she forgot  flood
and everytiing elve in the amazimg Tach
that Davmt tiraham had ealled np this
couniry burean, where she had been sent
from the city Ln relieve the focal opera-
tor, wha was itl. David, with whom
she had quarrelled iwo years before, and
wha lad shaken the dust of her dwelling
pluce from off his angry feet, vawing
never to see her agaim—and mo far he
had kept his word, and becaunse  she
krew she deserved it somellmes she
hated him, and sometimes, with all the
imrpotent longing of a sore heart, =she
thonght if only she knew where he
waa, anmd what he was daing, she would
wemk for Tiim, Awd instead;, with one
of Fates quecr trivks, she had been aent
ta the very ple where David &raham
was Jliving anknown  to Cher, sha
tanghed af the veeollestion of Wis nrders
to Ler ton minoles before—ik was so ex-
actly like Bavid, though he did not know
1o wheow he was apeaking. The langh
passed in the realisation of what  die

night promised of risky work to David

and prebably all tlhe men of the district,
The food would mean peril and auffar-
ing Lo the women and children, who had
10 leave their hames for shelter on tle
high lands.  Probadly many of them
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would pot have suffivient warning. David
bail gone down to the valley, Hhe eould
warn ihose further off before he eould
eilly reach them, il he ever did. He
ad told her she had no time (o lose in
geiting to a place of safely. Fbe eon-
elided that he meant that the roads
would be inpassable shortly, but #l they
mere—she was ene againnl perhaps a
dozen familics that ahe could warn
over the wires that were in her eharge.
In another minule she was at work,
tne altrr another she ealled wp the
aelilers whe had ‘phones, and in brief,
elear worda told {hem of the LthreateminT
Houodl, msking them to warm others f
possible,  Some of Lhew weve anbxipat.
g the danger, othera wasted precions
minutes in horrified lameutations  and
demands for details 10 verify the news.
Poeor rouls! It was a prospect to make
women quail on gus=h a night of bitter
rtorn, Hetty's face wan full of the
sravest pity and concern as ahe went
on with her work, amt it was enly
when ghe had done all she comld that she
remembered that she waa in the samo
vase an everyolre else, It was time
she abeyed David'a orders, and made her
way up the hill.  The people with whom
rhe lodged Tved o mile away, ard were
not on the telephone, and she had no
means of communicating with them, and
wondereil whether sle would find thent
up al White’s, which wan the wnearcsi
lowse on high grousd.  She Joaned her
coak and eap, wnl, shivering a litile at
the prospect,
she reached it, she stopped short—had
ihe rain beaten in?’ Oh, surely it must
he only the rain,  Musiering all her
¢ourage ahe opened the door, aml was
met Dy the icy, driving winl and rain,
#nd something that washed in and left
hev feet wet,  She was too lade.  In
sidden blind teryor &he  used frantie
strength, and closed the door against
the storm.  #he was a city-bred gir! -
just an ordinary, litile girl, who faccd
lier daily work sounily and bravely, but
witg b had wo experience of ecuntry,
hardships and risks,
The hovror of the darkness, toneliness,
and riginr waler gripped der, and for a
few minutes her nerve eempletefy failed.

- inte the oflire,

went te the entrance. As .
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FBhivesing from Nhead to fool, vhe wan
As she entered a eald
eame over the Fes, anl, with & gasp
of relie], abe answereld, and re-wgnised
UGrakams wois, Nome  valves kup
their guulity throuzh a tr]nphon

haa’e dd.  Anyoue knowing it eo
seeognise ik Hetty lad pmpmsrly used
hers before in a way i mislead him,
Now fer the moment she had forgeiden;
and answered as though he kuew  to
wham e wan speaking.  Nhe said ‘only
1 am here!” Dut the tone was assured
us speaking to someone who would not
Iet harm reach her,

Theve wan an initant™ panse, and theu
he epoke sharply, “Who is it speaks
g o

dake a flash wame the thoaght o
Oatty that she wauted to see his [ace
when he dincoveral who che was, aml
she veplied in that alterssl voice, “Tha
sperxtor ab WNarahora Ruarvean? !

Hilerce—while  Grabam  recallel  the
tones of the ¥ : which Il stariled
him -and thau: “Are youn alope?”

"“¥Yes”

*anldw’l you get up the hill?”

Y didnt try”

“Were you afraid?

*I Bad womething 1o do first”

“What was it -

“Warn the telephone sitbscvibers™

Nhe heard his ejaculation, thongh it
waps Lo himeelf, and smiled, ‘His voice
hasd steadied hier nerves. He went o
rapidfy.  “*Whom did your rinz?  She
ran over the list of nantes, aml he said
Aquicily: “1t means a lot to  them—ihe
road bas piven way down herd L éan'ht
el on. I rangz just to make sure thatl
you got away all right. 1 shoold bave
come Lo the bureau in the first place,
and nsed the wires, hut it was a lon%
rale from my sown place, aml then
should have mizsed all the peaple who
have no *phones.”

“¥es, ¥ guessed that”

"Wnll abont yow.  Dow't attempt to
ge out By yoursell now-—-no l\nuwing
where you would end. I would ¢
Tight away but I am just looking l(f’ElJ
& woinazx who is alone with three small
chilfren—her husbawl is away. Io you
think youTl be all right for a whilet”

“Belly Tookedt Town at thwe foor awash
with water and shiversl. Hut there was
no hefp for it. At the other end was
ll'ml,\mnl',her and lier thiree helpless ehil-
dren. Jt woubl lmve Leen o reliel to
lell Mavid of her need of T za 2000
a# e had put the obbers in safety, but it
would have adilkd o his ans hs, aml
she knew qrite well thet e sted e
Lime over Lis waork, so shie replivd, *Yes,
F ean wait quite weil aniil yon have put
ihe others ito safety.”?

“Right, 'l be as quick as T ean?

Flo wus grone, anmd Hetiv, tlhongh her
face was while, turnedl to mect tho
waiting wilth all the courape whe could
mister.  Bhe newded §t, for it was no
Yight Lhing for un inexpericnesl girl o
Tuee. The building seeted to rock willy
the fury of Lhe storm, amd in ler ignoer-
ance phe eonld forn no iden ow rapidly
the water wonld rise. ®he perched hee
well on a table and iricd oot te look
down where the wiater on Lhe Boor made
litile gurpling sounds as of trinmph, Luf
agnin and gpain her syesn were irawn to
ioae if faseinated, and it woull seem ta
Lier deeper thun when she  had  last
Inoked. ‘There war a clock on the wall,
ad she woull wait a lang time befopa
looking at it and them fiml that on{y
five minutes had pasnel. 5o slowly ihey,
erept away, and with every gust of whik
aml rain the water surged in under {hd
door, geining i volume with all tha
wwiftnens Lhat the minutes Tacked, it

Ji waa bitterly cold, ton, and her hands
aml fect were roon numbed, amd her
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Yimba eramped from her uneamfortabla
pueilion en i,he anall Lable,

she linteneil

iwh whintled and
battled with the wooden Taikling, dod
womleredd  how  anyone  couhl  eland

ayrainst auell storm ontside and wlu-t]lm‘l
David had sanaged Lo vescie the threg
hittle eluldren and their mother. A l:l,ﬂo
niray smile Lot her cold lips as sha
ihowht of what "he might have dong
bad he known who was in charge of thd
burean  She was glald he hada't, uf:
when khe thought of ik coning nm] pecs
g dwr perched  where  whae \Ansflhd
fiogrd awash with water fhe ]mhcroui
widde maddenty slroek Der nnd she Taughed
ihen g el with the keatling pain
of cramp. 1L was & amall table, no roont
Ao ease evampeil limb= uml khe had 1 'Lr:l
hear the pnin as hesl nhe contd,

The mext Tour was oie aha 0] puﬁ
eare Lo remember allerwanls,  Bh 2!’.\4
faant with puin aml eold, and despera 11!'
ufrail Aot whe wonlld 01 gt be unplin
to wwa her erpmpedd limhm to Bnve |ei'-
seif. Bhe knew {had 1mvid would have
seme listunce to Tide {o Lthe hufeaut




